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James McCracken  Jr. 1779 ɀ 1855 & Mary Jordan  
 

 

 

Descendants of James McCracken Jr.  

Son of James McCracken and Rebecca Greenwood  

 

ames McCracken is the third son and namesake of James McCracken Sr. and his wife Sarah 

Rebecca Greenwood.  He was born in central Pa. about 1779. He is shown on the first list of 

taxable men in Clearfield as a single freeman in 1806. The family is found on the 1810 census in 

Pike Township, Clearfield County where he has three daughters all under ten years old and a few 

doors away is the Hugh Jordan family. He is also listed on the 1814 tax assessment of Pike 

Township. 

 We have been unable to locate any records that can positively link James McCracken to the 

family stories that he moved to Iowa and died there.  Their children were Sarah, Margaret, Mary, 

Ann, Elizabeth, Thomas, John P. H. and Nancy. 

A. Y. Straw reports that all his children were born and married in Clearfield County and that he 

moved to Iowa prior to his death. He married Mary Jordan of Lawrence Township, a daughter of 

Hugh Jordan and Ann Polk. Mary Jordan was born about 1789. 

The following excerpts are from the will of Hugh Jordan, Clearfield County Will Book A, page 76 

providing the link between Elizabeth, daughter of James and Mary (Jordan) McCracken to Hugh 

Jordan of Cecil County Maryland.  

Ȱ)ÔÅÍ ) ÇÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÑÕÅÁÔÈ ÔÏ my granddaughter Elizabeth J. McCracken daughter 

of James McCracken the sum of seventy five dollars payable at the decease of my 

wife Ann Jordan it being a compensation for services rendered over and above 

×ÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȢȱ  Ȱ)Î ×ÉÔÎÅÓÓ ×ÈÅÒÅÏÆ ) ÈÁÖe hereunto set my hand 

and seal the Eighteenth day of September one thousand eight hundred and thirty 

seven. Signed --- Hugh Jordan  

J 
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 Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅÁÓ ) ÁÍ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÒÅÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÅÓÔÁÔÅ ÂÙ ÖÉÒÔÕÅ ÏÆ Á ÄÅÅÄ ÏÆ 

trust made the 28th day of September 1837 coming from the estate of Martha Polk 

of Cecil County State of Maryland which was conveyed by myself and Ann Jordan 

my wife to Josiah W. Smith in trust. Now whatsoever balance there remains of the 

said real or personal estate at my decease after deducting the expense of said trust 

I do hereby give and device to Elizabeth J. McCracken one hundred dollars to be 

paid her by my said trustee out of the said real or personal estate when he the said 

Josiah W. Smith receives the same and after the payment of the above should there 

be any balance I direct and appoint my said trustee to pay the same to my 

daughter Elizabeth wife of Truman Viets In witness whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand and seal to the above codicil the 25th December ΫβέγȢȱ Signed ---  

Hugh Jordan  

 

Ȱ) do give and device to my grandson Joseph Jordan the grey colt now about three 

years old. In case the one hundred dollars devised to Elizabeth J. McCracken out of 

the trust estate cannot be received by my trustee Josiah W. Smith I then *** and 

direct that the said one hundred dollars be paid to her out of the sale of my 

personal property generally. I further authorize direct and appoint Josiah W. Smith 

my trustee to sell and convey in fee simple the sole real estate vested in him by 

deed of trust of 28 September 1837 the devisees to Elizabeth J. McCracken are in 

the place and in consideration of her personal services and therefore no bill is to 

ÂÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÂÙ ÈÅÒȢȱ 

Witness my hand and seal the first February A.D. 1840. Signed --- 

Hugh Jordan  

 

Sarah McCracken  

(Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

There is no proof of the birth date of Sarah but her father was still a single freeman in 1806. He 

must have married shortly after that time because he had three daughters on the 1810 census all 

under 10, meaning that Sarah, Margaret and Mary were all born prior to 1810.  

Sarah, the first child of James and Mary McCracken was born between 1806 and 1810 and married 

Arthur Hockenberry born about 1806. Arthur Hockenberry and Sarah McCracken were first 

cousins, their grandmothers being sisters.  

Arthur Hockenberry is found on the 1830 census of Pike Township, Clearfield, Pennsylvania with 

two sons under 5 years and he and his wife both aged 20 to 30.  On the 1840 census of Beccaria 

Township, Arthur appears as head of household with one son under 5 and two ages 10 to 15 and 
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himself age 30 to 40 along with two daughters under 5 years and his wife age 30 to 40 (Sarah 

McCracken).  His occupation was a cooper. We know from the census reports they had at least 

five children and probably more and that Sarah died about 1849/50. 

Arthur is found in Woodward Township in 1850 at age 44 living with Eliza and James Morgan.  

Eliza is 18 (1832) and may be a sixth child of Arthur and Sarah. Two doors away is his son, George 

Hockenberry at age 21. (1829) Also in Woodward Township three doors away is Thomas 

Hockenberry age 14 (1836) and living with Reed and Rosanna Alexander.  

By 1852/3 Arthur was married to a young lady named Elizabeth with whom he had five more 

children.  On the 1860 census the family still lives in Woodward Township and are listed as; 

Arthur 53 a cooper, Elizabeth 30 and the children are Sarah age 7, Martin age 3 and John 8 

months. In 1870 he and Elizabeth are in Madera Woodward Township with two additional 

children Reed and Joseph. Arthur Hockenberry died in April 1880 of heart disease (dropsy). In 

June of 1880 Elizabeth is shown as a widow with four children at home John, Reed, Joseph and 

Nathan M. age 9. 

The children of Arthur Hockenberry (shown here) and his second wife Elizabeth are not 

descendants of James McCracken.  

 Sarah born 1853.  

 Martin born 1858 and died in June 1880 unmarried. 

 John A. born on April 24, 1861 at Mahaffey married Ellen Moore on November 8, 1881.  

 Reed born in 1865.  

 Joseph born in 1867, married Matilda Eldridge on June 27, 1887 he died on Jul 31, 1913. 

 Nathan M. Hockenberry, born 1871. 

 

Hockenberry 

The variations for this family name are Hockenberry, Hockenbury and Hachenburger. Arthur 

Hockenberry and his twin brother James were born in Fannett Township, Franklin County before 

the family came to Clearfield County and were named for their Uncles James McCracken and 

Arthur Bell. Arthur Hockenberry is the son of Casper Hockenberry and Ann Greenwood of 

Franklin County Pa. From the Central Pennsylvania Commemorative Biographical Record page 606  

Ȱ(ÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ɉ#ÁÓÐÅÒȭÓɊ ×ÅÒÅ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ, Miah, James and Arthur (twins) Joseph, Martin, John and 

ÏÎÅ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȢȱ  

Casper Hockenberry shows up on the 1790, 1800 and 1810 census in Franklin County and the 1820 

and 1830 census of Clearfield County in Pike Township. His wife, Ann Greenwood, died between 

1830 and 1840 and he lived with his son John in Ferguson Township until his death sometime after 

1840. Casper and Ann had seven sons and one daughter all born before moving to Clearfield. 
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The immigrant ancestor of this family is Reinhardt Hachenburger born about 1683 in Germany. 

He took the oath of allegiance at the courthouse in Philadelphia on August 21, 1750 having arrived 

on the ship Anderson.  In those days they took all foreigners from the ship straight to the 

courthouse to make their allegiance to this country. His son Peter apparently came on another 

ship to New Jersey also in 1750 and moved inland to the frontier country along the Susquehanna 

River. "Peter was born 1718 in or near Hachenburg, Germany which is a few miles southeast of 

Bonn Germany. In Germany the name was spelled Hachenberg, but if they lived in a village they 

went by Hachenberger or HachenburgerȢȱ Arthur Renick's 1975 records on the Hockenberry family. 

This is a prime example of last names being derived from place names. 

0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÓÏÎ (ÅÎÒÙ was born about 1740 in Germany or England and came to this country with his 

family in 1750.  He and his wife Agnes settled in Fannett Township, Franklin County. Their second 

son was Casper born in 1761 in Franklin County and the father of Arthur Hockenberry of Clearfield 

County. Casper and his wife disappear from the census records after 1830. They are reported to 

have died in Clearfield County and were buried in a family plot that has not been located.  

 

James Hockenberry  

(James Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

James, son of Arthur and Sarah (McCracken) Hockenberry was born about 1828. He did not marry 

and is found in Glen Hope Beccaria Township in 1860 and 1870 as a single farmer with real 

property valued at $7800.00 in 1870. By 1880 he had moved to Woodward Township where he is 

boarding with James and Hannah Stitt. He is not found on the 1900 census and may have died by 

then as he would be well up in years. 

 

George Hockenberry  

(George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Son of Arthur and Sarah (McCracken) Hockenberry was born about 1829 in Clearfield County and 

married Mary A. Smith.  He died July 26, 1886.  He is found on the 1850 census of Woodward 

Township at age 21 with his wife also 21 and a son Philip age 3. On the 1860 census they had added 

five more children, Arthur, Ellen, Margaret and twins Susan and Matilda. 

Still in Woodward Township in 1870 they have five more children, George (1860), Catherine 

(1863), John (1865), James (1867) and Jane (1869).  We have been unable to get a line on these last 

five children. By 1880 George is 51 and listed as a pauper and disabled or bedridden. Mary is 50 

and reports her parents were both born in Pa. All the children are gone except George age 19, Kate 

17 and James 12. 
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Philip Hockenberry  

(Philip5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Philip was born about 1847 in Woodward Township Clearfield County Pa. He drops off the public 

records after 1870 at age 22 and no trace of him was found after that under his given name. 

Arthur Hockenberry 

(Arthur 5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Arthur, son of George, was born February 14, 1851 and died March 11, 1918 and is buried in the Old 

Hillcrest cemetery. He is found in the 1880 census of Woodward Township, Clearfield County 

with a wife Rose E. age 32 and a stepdaughter Mary age 17. He is living next door to his step 

grandmother Elizabeth and a few doors from his father George. 

 

Ellen Hockenberry 

(Ellen5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Ellen was born in June 1852 and married April 23, 1871, James A. Haines of Boggs Township. He 

was born in August of 1851. The following children are listed on the 1880 census; William 1873, 

Charles H., 1875, May G., 1877 and Linsey, a son, born in 1879.  On the 1900 census she reports that 

she is the mother of eight children with five still living.   

 

William Haines 

(William Haines6, Ellen5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

William Haines moved to Lock Haven about 1843 where he died July 29, 1948 after being in ill 

health for a year. The surviving family are his wife Martha, Sheridan and Miss Olive of Lock 

Haven, Wilber, Arthur, Leroy, Mrs. Clarence Hatfield, Mrs., Mack Kennedy, Mrs. William 

McDonald, and Miss Virginia. A brother Clayton and a sister Esther also survive. He is buried in 

the Lock Haven cemetery. 

 

Margaret Hockenberry  

(Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret was born May 25, 1855 and died January 31, 1935. She married William Thomas Siford on 

June 4, 1871. He was born July 18, 1845 to Daniel and Nancy (McCracken) SifordȢ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ 

George Hockenberry, and WilliaÍȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȟ .ÁÎÃÙ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ are second cousins making 

Margaret and her husband second cousins once removed. Nancy McCracken is the daughter of 

Thomas and Rebecca (Bell) McCracken. Nancy died about 1875. 
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William T. Siford and Margaret are first found as a family on the 1880 census in Woodward 

Township where he is shown as a laborer at age 35, Margaret is 25 and the children are Alice B. 7, 

John D. 3 and Myrtle is 8 months born in September 1879. Also in the household are a brother D. 

Griser age 20 and the widowed father Daniel Siford age 60.  On the 1900 census in Bigler 

Township, William is a coal miner born in July 1845 and married for 29 years. Margaret reports 

that she is the mother of eleven children with six still living. The children in the home are Vida 

age 17 born April 1883, Mary age 12, born January 1888, Willis age 8, born April 1892 and Raymond 

age 2 born 1897. On the 1910 miracode index in Bigler Township Margaret is head of household 

with Willis and Raymond still at home.  

The children of William and Margaret Siford were eleven sons and daughters with five having 

died young. William T. Siford served during the Civil War in the Pennsylvania 100th Infantry 

Company H. between January and July 1865. The surviving children are; 

 

Alice B. Siford  

(Alice Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Alice the first child of William and Margaret Siford was born May 14, 1873 and died 1951 in 

Woodward Township. 

 

John D. Siford  

(John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

The first son was born September 5, 1876 in Woodward Township and died in 1954. He married 

July 1, 1896 at Chesterfield near Madera, Rachel Elms. Rachel Elms was born in England in 1877 

and came to the United States with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Elms when she was about 

two years old. The family settled in Centre County where they lived until they moved to 

Chesterfield in Clearfield County about 1886. Here she met and married John Siford. 

They are found on the 1900 census in Bigler Township a few doors from his parents where they 

report that he is 23 born in October 1876 and married for four years and she is 20 born in October 

1879 and the mother of two living children.  The children are Vida age 2 born in December 1897 

and Russell age 11 months born in June 1899. 

In 1917 John registered for the WW I draft, he reports that his birthday is September 5, 1876.  He is 

described as medium height and build with blue eyes and brown hair and a crippled right hand. 

He is working for the Liberty Coal Company as a miner. 

On the 1920 census of Beccaria Township they report that Rachel was born in England and came 

to this country in 1883. They have six more children Mary age 14, John W. age 12, Edward age 10, 

Willis age 8, Donald age 5 and Dorothy age 2 years 5 months. 
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By 1930 John and his wife and his son Edward and his wife are living in Barr Township in Cambria 

County where they are working in the coalmines. There are some discrepancies on this census, 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÃÏÍÍÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ×ÉÆÅ ÉÓ 'ÒÁÃÅȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÈÅÒ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ 

name, and her immigration year is 1905, which is clearly incorrect.  The children are Willis 18, 

Donald 14, Dorothy 13 and Alvin age 5. Next door is Edward Siford and his wife Ruth both aged 20 

and married within the year. 

In 1942 when John registered for the WW II draft at age 65 they were back in Madera, Clearfield 

County and Rachel is named as his wife. John D. Siford died in 1954 and his wife Rachel died July 

12, 1956 at the home of her daughter Mrs. Charles Blake (Dorothy) in Dayton Ohio. Their children 

are:  

  

Vida Mae Siford  

(Vada7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Vida was born December 26, 1896 and died November 28, 1955. She married, October 13, 1915, 

Thomas Bloom son of Joseph S. Bloom and Margaret Lord.  He was born in Olanta, Clearfield 

County on July 26, 1892 and died in August of 1946 in Newton Falls, Ohio. On his WW I draft 

registration he gives his birth date as July 26, 1894 and reports that he was born at Pine Run Pa. 

He also claims exemption on the grounds of a dependant and physical disability. Since the 

registrar shows no disability for him it is probably his dependant wife that is disabled. He was 

described as medium height and build with brown eyes and hair. 

They lived in Boardman Clearfield County in 1917, Bigler Township in 1920, Punxsutawney 

Jefferson County in 1930 and Kent Township Portage County Ohio in 1942. Their children are 

Madeline 11 and Darrel Bloom age 6. 

 

 

Russell David Siford  

(Russell7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Russell was born June 16, 1899 and married Ada Marian Bell born March 29, 1903. In 1930 they 

lived in Barr Township, Cambria County and had four children, Lillian age 7, Della age 5, Richard 

2 years 6 months and Russell 11 months. They had five more children after 1930. He is working in 

the coalmines and they have been married for 8 years. Russell Siford died in February 1968 in 

Niagara Falls, N. Y. and his wife Ada Siford died January 2, 2000 in Cleveland, Cuyahoga County 

Ohio in a nursing home. Russell Siford the son was born April 30th 1929 and was in the U. S. Army 
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during the Korean War. He died April 27, 1999 and is buried in the Bell cemetery in Glen Hope, 

Clearfield County.  

 
 

Their children are; 

o Lillian Delores Siford was born May 16, 1923 and married Peter J. Romanski 

o Della Siford was born June 27, 1925 and married Harry W. Myers. 

o Richard Siford was born November 21, 1927 and married Joyce Ann Davenport 

Richard and Joyce had Richard John and Roxanne Siford. 

o Russell Siford was born April 30, 1929 and died April 27, 1999. 

o Thomas V. Siford was born June 12, 1931 and married Effie Ava Beaty. 

Thomas and Effie had Barbara Jean, Randall and Cynthia Faye Siford. 

o Frank R. Siford was born August 18, 1933 and married Norma Sinclair. 

&ÒÁÎË ÁÎÄ .ÏÒÍÁȭÓ ÓÏÎ ÉÓ Thomas C. Siford. 

o Ronald E. Siford was born July 11, 1935 and married Marianne Johnson. 

2ÏÎÁÌÄ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÉÁÎÎÅȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÉÓ 4ÅÒÒÙ #ÁÔÈÙ 3ÉÆÏÒÄ. 

o Walter E. Siford was born September 15, 1938 and married Helen Kay Mullen. 

7ÁÌÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ (ÅÌÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ +ÅÖÉÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÍÅÌÁ 3ÉÆÏÒÄ. 

o Clifford R. Siford was born February 7, 1942 and married Barbara K. MacKenzie. 

    

 

Mary Siford  

(Mary7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Mary was born November 17, 1905 in Clearfield County, Pa and married October 26, 1920 James 

Smith. He was born January 25, 1904 in Irvona, Clearfield County. He died in 1985 in Warren, 

Ohio. Mary died in 1983 in Glen Campbell, Pa. They had 7 children. Carl, James, Glenton, Calvin, 

Arelene, Doris Jean and Robert Smith. 

 

John William Siford  

(John7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

John was born August 25, 1907 and died October 30th 1969 in Los Angeles, California. He married 

Evelyn Owens. John and his wife and their 4-month-old son John lived in Barr Township in 

Cambria County in 1930 where he worked in the coal mines. They were the parents of six sons and 

one daughter. Their children are John, Lawrence, Roger, Jerry, Donald, Gwendolyn and Paul 

Siford. Paul married Eva Gardner and lives in Cherry Tree.  
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Edward Charles Siford  

(Edward7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Edward was born November 3, 1909 in Clearfield County and married June 10, 1939, Julia Kitko 

also born in Clearfield County on June 3, 1917 a daughter of Andrew Kitko. They had 3 children. 

Edward died May 25, 1995 in Ohio and his wife also died in Ohio on July 7, 1970. Their children 

are Donald, Edward and Rachel Siford. 

 

Willis Siford  

(Willis
7
, John Siford

6
, Margaret

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Willis was born March 18, 1912 and married Ethel Elizabeth Rowles daughter of Rene and Rhoda 

(Russell) Rowles. She was born August 10, 1910 in Clearfield County Pa. Willis Siford died March 

15, 1998 in Allegheny County, N. Y. and his wife Ethel died in Punxsutawney November 22, 2003. 

 

Donald Raymond Siford  

(Donald7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Donald was born June 22, 1915 in Beccaria Township, Clearfield County and died October 13, 1978 

in Hennepin, Minnesota. He married Ruby L. Mortenson daughter of Edward and Victoria 

(Mattson) Mortenson. She was born February 11, 1922 and died June 4th 2000. Ruby is a veteran of 

WW II and is buried in Elmwood cemetery in Rockford Minnesota. 

 

Dorothy Siford  

(Dorothy7, John Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Dorothy was born in August 29, 1918 and died February 1996 in Dayton, Ohio. She married 

Charles P. Blake of Altoona, Cambria County Pa. He was born April 26, 1917 in Patton, Cambria to 

James and Elizabeth (Wilkins) Blake. He was a veteran of WW II enlisting on November 10, 1942.  

He died August 21, 1994 at the Kettering Medical Center in Montgomery County, Ohio. They had 

one son. 

 

Alden Siford  

(Alden
7
, John Siford

6
, Margaret

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Alden was born in 1925 and was married twice and had two children. He is a veteran of WW II. 
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Myrtle Siford  

(Myrtle Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Daughter of William and Margaret (Hockenberry) Siford was born in September 1879 and married 

Thomas Hanson Steward Davis, son of Thomas R. and Margaret Davis. He was born February 2, 

1874 in Youngstown Ohio. They are found on the 1900 census in Vintland Village in Bigler 

Township, Clearfield County living with his parents and their infant daughter Pearl who was born 

in September 1899. Thomas H. is working in the coalmines. They had two more daughters 

Margaret born in 1902 and Myrtle born in 1905 and one child between 1900 and 1910 that did not 

survive. Myrtle (Siford) Davis died August 23, 1953 in Altoona, Pa.  They are found on the 1900, 

1910, 1920 and 1930 censuses in Madera, Bigler Township. He worked in the coalmines all his life 

and is described as medium height and build with brown eyes and dark hair. He died February 7, 

1951 in Madera.  They are buried at Hegarty Cross Roads cemetery. They had three children; Pearl, 

Margaret married George Sutton and Myrtle Davis who married William Norman and lived in 

Washington DC. 

 

 

Pearl Davis  

(Pearl Davis7, Myrtle Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Pearl was born September 25, 1899 and died November 12 1989 in Clearfield. She married Leslie 

Clair Dale in 1922. He was born March 10, 1894 in Bloomington, Pa. He was a self employed 

Plumbing and Heating engineer. They had 5 children; Marion C. (1924), Sylvia Jean (1926), 

Harmon L. (1928 ɀ 1989), Loraine (1930) and Chester. 

 

 

Vida Mae Siford 

(Vida Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Vida, daughter of Margaret and William Siford was born in April 1883 and married in 1903, Henry 

Valentine Bowser of Madera. He was born July 24, 1878, the son of William and Rachael Bowser 

from Union Township Bedford County. They are found in Bigler Township on the census reports 

for 1910 through 1930.  

They had eight children; 1) Mary Catherine born about 1904 and married William Edward Lines, 

2) Albert Grear born May 16, 1906 and married Mildred Vaughn and died in November 1985. 3) 

Beryl born about 1908 and married Mr. Klock, 4) Henry V. Jr. born about 1912 and married Miss. 
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Kirk, 5) Clarence R. born March 2, 1914 and married Evelyn Henry and died August 14, 1991. 6) 

Raymond Woodrow born February 13, 1916 and married Bessie Ella Merrifield and died November 

16, 1986. 7) Edward L. born about 1921, 8) Margaret Elizabeth born about 1922 and married Craig 

Wriglesworth. Henry Bowser Sr. died November 20, 1951 and Vida died May 31, 1956.  

 

 

Mary E. Siford  

(Mary Siford
6
, Margaret

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Daughter of William and Margaret Siford was born January 19, 1888 and married Harry Peachman 

born in Houtzdale Pa. on April 30, 1885 to German born August Peachman, immigrating in 1880, 

and his wife Caroline.  

Harry and Mary Peachman are first found in Portage, Cambria County on the April 20th 1910 

census with two daughters, Florence age 3 (January 17, 1907 ɀ June 10, 1988) and Evelyn age 1 year 7 

months (1908).  On his WW I draft registration from Portage, he was described as a man of 

medium height and build with gray eyes and light hair. In 1920 they are still in Cambria County 

where he works as a coal miner. The household has four more children, six in all, HarrÙȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ 

Alvin and his widowed father August. The other children are Paul (May 12, 1911 ɀ March 1967), 

Ralph (May 5, 1914 ɀMarch 1981), Martha (October 9, 1916 January 5, 1995) and Helen (1920). 

By 1930 they are back in Utahville, Beccaria Township Clearfield County Pa. where he has taken 

up farming. They have three more children, Hazel (August 29, 1922 ɀ November 4, 1993), Howard 

(1926) and Mary E. (1928). Harry died in 1957 and Mary (Siford) Peachman died March 24, 1969. 

 

Willis Adam Siford 

(Willis Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Willis was born April 6, 1892 and married in 1914 Elizabeth Viola Kline. By 1917 when he registered 

for the WW I draft he was married with one child and is described as short and slender with 

brown eyes and dark hair and working for the Goshen Coal Company at Surveyor Run, Pa.  

By 1930 on the Bigler Township, Clearfield County census, his family consisted of Willis A. age 37 

and his wife Viola E. age 36 and five children, Margaret E. born 1915, James B. born 1923, Howard 

F. born 1924 and Jerome H. born 1926.  George W. Kline, father-in-law, age 68 lived with the 

family. Willis worked in the coal mines. Another son Thomas William was born March 11, 1934 

and died April 4, 1994. 
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Willis Siford registered for the WW II draft from Madera at age 50.  He reports that he was born 

in Chesterfield, Clearfield County and that he works for George Kline in Carnwath, Clearfield 

County. He died at the home of his son James in Ft. Myers Florida on March 22, 1968. Funeral 

services were held at the Moyer funeral home in Cleveland Ohio where he has lived since 1940. 

 

Margaret E. Siford  

(Margaret7, Willis Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret was born August 25, 1915 and married Harold J. Pinkney. She died March 24, 1996 in 

Euclid, Ohio at the Euclid General Hospital. Her husband died July 3, 1952. They had two children. 

 

James B. Siford 

(James7, Willis Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

James was born April 26, 1922 and married Lois Catherine David born January 29, 1926. They had 

three children. James died June 30, 1976. 

 

Howard Siford 

(Howard7, Willis Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Howard was born May 27, 1924 and married Jean Lomach. They had two children. 

 

Jerome Harold Siford  

(Jerome7, Willis Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Jerome ÁËÁ Ȱ(ÁÒÏÌÄ Ȱ×ÁÓ born August 26, 1926 and married Joan DeLuccia. They had three 

daughters.  Jerome died at the age of 40 on August 5, 1957 at East Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

Raymond Siford  

(Raymond Siford6, Margaret5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Raymond was born July 17, 1897 in Clearfield County Pa. and married February 14, 1923 Laura Mae 

Black daughter of James H. Black and Leona Dale. He died June 7, 1968 in the Philipsburg 

Hospital in Centre County and is buried in Bloomington Cemetery in Olanta, Clearfield County. 

He is described as medium build and height with blue eyes and light hair on his draft registration 
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in 1918.  On the 1930 census in Madera Raymond is 32 working as a coal miner, his wife Laura M. is 

26 and they have a son James E. age 4 years 5 months. 

 

 

Susan Hockenberry  

(Susan
5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Susan, third daughter of George Hockenberry was born in February 1856 and married in 1875, 

John W. Rowles born June 13, 1847 in Woodward Township to John and Catherine (Wisor) Rowles. 

Susan and John had a family of eight children and John had two additional children with his first 

wife.  John Rowles died October 2, 1937 and Susan died July 17, 1930 in Madera. They are buried in 

the Hillcrest cemetery in Clearfield. 

John Rowles was married in 1863 to a Miss Peters and had children prior to his marriage with 

Sarah. We could not positively identify Miss Peters but did find a possible candidate in Mary 

Rowles and her unnamed infant daughter who died in May 1870 in Woodward Township. Mary 

was 38 and died of puerperal fever and the daughter was less than 1 month and cause of death is 

listed as fits.  

John and his first two children are found living with his parents in July 1870 in Woodward 

Township. He is 23 and working on the farm and the children are Ollie 2 and Andrew age 1. John 

and Susan were married before the 1880 census and are living in Bradford Township with the two 

children previously mentioned and two of their children John age 3 and Mary age 10 months (born 

in July 1879.)  

)Î ΫγΪΪ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÉØ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ *ÏÈÎ 2Ï×ÌÅÓ 3ÒȢ ÁÔ ÁÇÅ βέ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÄÏ×ÅÄȢ 

Susan reports she has ten children with nine still living. She clearly is claiming the two living and 

the deceased infant of John and his first wife as her children. Her children at home in 1900 are 

Nora, Mamie, James L., Lindsey, Sherman and Philip A. On the 1910 census John, Susan and three 

of their youngest children live in Sanborn Woodward Township when Susan reports that she has 

given birth to eleven children with ten still living. John W. Rowles is living in Woodland with his 

son Raymond in 1930 at age 82 when he tells us he was first married at age 16. The children of 

John and Susan (Hockenberry) Rowles are; 

 

John H. Rowles 

(John Rowles
6
, Susan

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

John oldest son of Susan and John Rowles was born February 23, 1877 in Bradford Township 

Clearfield County and married Orpha C. Graham born August 3, 1875 to Alfred and Mary 



18 
 

(Cowder) Graham. John H. Rowles died August 22, 1929 and his wife died August 3, 1943. They 

were married may 2, 1900 and she brought a child into the marriage Otto B. Shaw born August 22, 

1891. Their children were Grace (August 11, 1901 ɀ February 10, 1963) and Orville (January 31, 1906 ɀ

May 31, 1985). 

 

Grace Geneva Rowles 

(Grace7, John Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Grace, daughter of John and Orpha was born August 31, 1901 and married Arthur P. Daniels born 

January 10, 1897 and died March 7, 1935. Grace died February 10, 1953. They had three children; 

William (1920), Kenneth (1922) and June D. (1924). 

 

Orville Rowles 

(Orville7, John Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Orville, son of John and Orpha was born January 31, 1906 and married a girl named Jean. He died 

May 31, 1985. 

 

Mary Ella Rowles 

(Mary Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Mary, second child of John and Susan (Hockenberry) Rowles was born in July 1879 in Bradford 

Township Clearfield County and married December 19, 1898, Rudolph Oscar Swatsworth son of 

Edward and Mary Elizabeth (Rowles) Swatsworth of Glen Richey in Lawrence Township. He was 

born February 13, 1870. Rudolph and Mary are found in Knox and Lawrence Township through the 

1920 census and in Canton Township in Bradford County Pa, in 1930. They had eight children with 

one daughter, Agnes that did not survive childhood. Their surviving children are; Frances (1900), 

Cecil (August 1, 1902 ɀ March 1981), Ethel (September 2, 1904 ɀ August 1975), Chester (1906 ɀ 

November 1960), Elmer (1913), Stanley (1916) and Thelma (1919). 

 

Nora Rowles 

(Nora Rowles
6
, Susan

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Nora, third child of John and Susan Rowles was born October 27, 1885 and married about 1901, 

Martin Amos Curry born July 7, 1879 a son of Winfield Curry of Knox Township. They are on the 

1910 aÎÄ ȭάΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÉÎ +ÎÏØ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ ÆÉÖÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ .ÏÒÁ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

1920 and moved to Pittsburg. On the April 9, 1930 census she reported she was a widow and was 

married at 17. She is working as a cook in a restaurant at age 45. The children with her are Clair 
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age 19 and Ruth age 11. Martin is listed in Knox Township on the May 2, 1930 census with two 

children Frank age 22 and Clair age 20. They are all working the farm. Their other children are 

Clara (1904) and Mabel (1906). Martin Curry died in February 1953. 

On his 1918 draft registration he reports that he lives in New Millport, is a farmer and was born on 

July 7, 1880. He is described as tall and slender with blue eyes and light hair. On the 1942 draft 

card he was living in Madera Bigler Township and gives his birth date as July 7, 1879. He also gives 

his daughter Mrs. Mabel Stiner of Big Run as his next of kin.  

 

Mamie Rowles 

(Mamie Rowles
6
, Susan

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Mamie was born December 25, 1886 and married April 15, 1906, Mikel Henry Lockett aka 

Ȱ-ÉÃÈÁÅÌȱ born February 4, 1886 son of William and Lennie (Green) Lockett of Knox Township. 

On his 1918 WW I draft registration he was described as tall, medium build, brown eyes and hair. 

The family lived in Knox Township in 1910 and 1920 and by 1930 they had moved to Juniata in 

Mifflin County. Then in 1942 they are living in Lewistown Mifflin County where he reports he 

owns his own coal business. Their children are Rosa (1909), Ada (1911), Blanch (1914) and Sylvia 

(1916). 

 

James L. Rowles 

(James Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

James, fifth child of John and Susan Rowles was born in September 1891 and is last seen on the 

1900 census living with his parents in Sanborn Woodward Township. 

 

Lindsey Rowles 

(Lnndsey Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Lindsey was born May 7, 1892 and married Beryl Richner daughter of Henry and Mary (Kline) 

Richner, she was born in September 1892. On his 1918 draft card Lindsey reports that he lives in 

Boardman with a wife and four children. He also tells us he was born in Sanborn on May 7, 1892 

and works as a coal miner for the Maple Run Coal Company. He is described as tall, medium 

build, brown eyes and light brown hair. 

On the January 1920 census in Knox Township his family is listed as Lindsey 28, Beryl 28, Laura 10, 

Odin 8, Edgar 5 years 6 months, Orlean 3 and his brother Raymond age 17. By 1930 he is going by 
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ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ,ÙÎÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ *ÏÒÄÁÎ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȟ !ÌÌÅÎȟ ,ÉÎÄÓÅÙ 

and Bessie. Laura the first child is gone from the home.  In 1942 they live in New Millport and he 

works for the Moshannon Coal Company. 

After his wife died Lynn married the widow Isabelle (Craggs) Rea. Her children surname Rae, are 

Lawrence, Dorothy, Betty, Ruby, Luella and Margaret. Lynn died July 12, 1964 at his home in New 

Millport. His surviving children are Laura Phillips, Orlena Howe, Roy, Allen, Lindsey, Clark and 

Bessie Orehowsky. His surviving siblings are Nora Curry, Mamie Lockett, Sherman and Ray. 

 

Sherman Dennis Rowles 

(Sherman Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Sherman was born September 28, 1896 and married in 1916, Nellie Helen Fulkerson. Nellie was 

born July 25, 1897 in Berwindale a daughter of Edward and Margaret Fulkerson of Jordan 

Township. She died November 24, 1958 at the Clearfield hospital and he died May 24, 1971. They 

are buried in the Hillcrest cemetery. 

They lived in Monument Pa. in Centre County for the first few years of their marriage where he 

registered for the draft in 1917. At that time he reports that he is married with two children. Their 

first born were twin sons born about 1917. He reported he works as a clay miner and was born 

September 27, 1896 in Sandborn, Woodward Township Clearfield County. He was described as 

tall, medium build, brown eyes and chestnut (light brown) hair. By 1920 they have another child 

Margaret L. born about March 1919 and died after January 1920. 

On the 1930 census they were in Hillsdale, Lawrence Township Clearfield County with three more 

sons; Andrew, Wayne and Leonard. Their last son John Rowles was born after 1930. In 1942 he 

gives his birth date as 1893 and names his son Leonard as his next of kin. He was a veteran of WW 

I having served over seas and is unemployed in 1942.  

 

 

 

Their sons Ralston A. and Raymond A. Rowles were born April 4, 1916. Ralston died in 1940 and 

Raymond enlisted in the service on March 14, 1945. Raymond lived in Pittsburg in 1948 and in 

Clearfield County in 1958 when his mother died. 

Their brother Sergeant Andrew S. Rowles was born March 29, 1921 in Clearfield County and 

enlisted in the Air Corps in September 1939 and served two tours of duty. He was killed when his 
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plane crashed in Brazil on January 27, 1943. His body was returned to Clearfield to be buried in the 

Hillcrest cemetery on May 8, 1948.  

His surviving siblings were Col. Wayne D. Rowles, born February 23, 1923, who was stationed in 

Kansas at that time. He enlisted on January 13, 1942 in the US Air Corps. He died in Rochester N. 

Y. in January 1972 and Raymond, John, and Leonard Allen born March 6, 1927 and died in 

Clearfield on June 12, 2005.  

 

Philip Allen Rowles 

(Philip Rowles
6
, Susan

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Philip was born January 28, 1896 in Sanborn, Woodward Township. He registered for the draft in 

1917 from Hillsdale, Lawrence Township when he reports he is 21, a coal miner and single. His 

physical description is tall, slender, hazel eyes and light brown hair.  He was killed in action in 

France in October 1918 and returned to the US to be buried October 16, 1921 in the Hillcrest 

cemetery. 

 

 

Raymond Lavoy Rowles 

(Raymond Rowles6, Susan5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Raymond ÁËÁ Ȱ2ÁÍÏÎȱ was born May 31, 1902 and married May 2, 1923, Lillian Iolene Shoff born 

June 15, 1902 a daughter of Ecra Aaron and Alma Virginia (Packer) Shoff. They had four children. 

Raymond died January 21, 1977 and his wife died June 5, 1974 in Akron Ohio. 

 

Matilda Hockenberry  

(Matilda 5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Matilda, sixth child of George and Mary Hockenberry was born in February 1858 and married 

Jacob C. Kephart August 1, 1878. They were found on the 1900 census of Decatur Township listed 

as Jacob C. Kephart 51, born February 1849, married for 21 years and a farmer and Matilda J. 

Kephart 42, born February 1858 and the mother of 10 living children. The children are Winfield 18 

born June 1882, Paul 17 born April 1883, Cleveland 15, born February 1885, Cordie 13 born June 

1886, Edith 12 born May 1888, Charolotta 10 born May 1890, Jacob 8 born September 1891, Clark B. 

6 born November 1893 and Myrtle 4 born June 1895. 
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Amelia Kephart 

(Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Amelia, daughter of Jacob and Matilda Kephart was born August 29, 1979 and married in 1897 

Stacy Wayne Hampton born January 26, 1874 a son of William Milton and Nancy (Coulter) 

Hampton. They lived on Sanborn Church Road in Woodward Township where they raised a 

family of seven children. They are found there through the 1930 census reports when he reports 

ÈÅ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÓ Á ÃÌÁÙ ÍÉÎÅÒȢ /Î ÈÉÓ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ίȭ ΫΪȱ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÂÕÉÌÄ 

with gray eyes and brown hair. Stacy died on July 16, 1948 in Sanborn and Amelia died February 7, 

1951 in Glen Richey at the home of her daughter Mrs. Leon Selfridge. They are buried in the U B 

church cemetery in Sanborn. The children are; 

 

 

Beulah M. Hampton 

(Beulah Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Beulah was born February 2, 1900 and married December 25, 1919 John R. Rowles son of William 

and Melissa (Dunlap) Rowles. John was born July 28, 1892 in Knox Township and died on May 25, 

1963. Beulah died April 18, 1961 en route to the hospital after the heating stove she was tending 

exploded. She is buried in the Mt. Zion church cemetery.  

On his 1917 draft card John is described as medium height and build with brown eyes and dark 

brown hair. Their children were William Albert, Morris Cleveland, Nettie Marie, Gilbert and 

Franklin Rowles. 

 

 

Gilbert Hampton 

(Gilbert Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Gilbert was born May 26, 1902 and married Sarah Agnes Wright on August 25, 1925 in Utah. Sarah 

was born July 8, 1905 in Wyoming to Alexander and Elizabeth (Clark) Wright. Gilbert and Sarah 

had two sons; Gilbert W. and Richard Hampton. 
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Edna Hampton 

(Edna Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Edna was born about 1904 and married George Zimmerman. 

 

Nancy Hampton 

(Nancy Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Nancy was born January 24, 1906 and married December 11, 1924, Leon Lymone Selfridge born July 

29, 1900 a son of Wilson and Margaret (Coulter) Selfridge of Glen Richey. He registered for the 

draft in 1918 from Patton Cambria County where he was working for a coal company. He gives 

Wilson Selfridge as his next of kin. He was described as medium build and height with brown 

eyes and hair and missing the big toe on the left foot. 

They had five children; Robert (January 29, 1925 ɀ September 23, 1957), Morley Neil (February 6, 

1927 ɀ May 22, 1979), Phyllis E. who married Cecil Beish, Roger Leon and Judy L. (July 27, 1941 ɀ 

September 25, 1969) who married Carl Bloom. Leon died January 14, 1972 and is buried in the 

Sanborn cemetery. His wife died in November 1989. 

 

 

 

 

Morley Hampton 

(Morley Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Morley was born October 26, 1910 and died January 14, 1974. He was DOA at the Philipsburg 

hospital in Centre County. He was buried in the Umbria cemetery. He married Mona Pinto and 

had three sons; Robert, Stacy and Randall. 

 

Genevieve Hampton 

(Genevieve Hampton
7
, Amelia Kephart

6
, Matilda

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Genevieve was born about 1914 and married Owen Smeal and lives in Buffalo NY.  
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Morris Hampton 

(Morris Hampton7, Amelia Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Morris was born May 19, 1920 in Woodward Township. He married Betty Stone and had five 

children; Derwood, Denver, Connie, Stacey and Wallace. He was a Navy veteran of WW II. He 

died February 24, 1964 and is buried in the EUB church cemetery at Sanborn. 

 

Winfield Scott Kephart 

(Winfield Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Winfield, first son of Jacob and Matilda (Hockenberry) Kephart was born June 22, 1881 and 

married prior to 1918 a lady named Edith May ____. On his draft registration in 1918 he was living 

in New Millport and working for the Brickford Clay Brick Company. He gives his wife, Edith May 

Kephart ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÎÅØÔ ÏÆ ËÉÎȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ίȭ γȱȟ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÂÕÉÌÄȟ ÂÌÕÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏ×Î ÈÁÉÒȢ )Î ΫγάΪ ÈÅ ÉÓ 

living in Boggs Township working as a clay miner and listed as W. S. Kephart age 39, his wife 

Edith is 30 and they have three children Minnie age 12 (1908), Edward age 10 (1910) and Winfield 

age 2 years 3 months (November 1917). 

Edith Kephart died on July 1, 1922 at the Clearfield hospital following surgery and no trace of 

Winfield or his children were found from this point. 

 

Paul Dorvan Kephart 

(Paul Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Paul was born April 9, 1883 and married in 1906, Nettie Good born in Boggs Township in August 

1891 to Francis and Mary Good of Glen Richey. Nettie Kephart died at the Philipsburg hospital on 

March 30, 1946 following a four year illness and is buried in the Sanborn UB church cemetery. 

Paul died September 18, 1953 at the hospital in Clearfield. They had one daughter; 

 

 

Eva Elmira Kephart  

(Eva7, Paul Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Evaȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ%ÌÍÉÒÁȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ γȟ ΫγΪα ÉÎ /ÓÃÅÏÌÁ -ÉÌÌÓȢ 3ÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ -ÉÌÆÏÒÄ &Ȣ 3ÔÁÒÒ born 

September 10, 1899 son of W. B. and Annie Starr of Jersey Shore, Lycoming County Pa. He died 

November 23, 1946. Elmira died May 28, 1975. They had five children. 
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Grover Cleveland Kephart 

(Cleveland Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Grover ÁËÁ ȰCleveȱ was born February 11, 1885 and is found on the USS Rhode Island in the 

Atlantic in 1910 listed as a sailor at age 25 and single. By 1918 he is married to Bertha Hampton and 

ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ (ÏÕÔÚÄÁÌÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÓ Á ÃÌÁÙ ÍÉÎÅÒȢ (Å ÉÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ίȭ ήȱ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÂÕÉÌÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÌÕÅ 

eyes and dark hair. In 1920 they live with his in-laws in Woodward Township and have a daughter 

Mable age 1 year 7 months.  

In 1930 still in Woodward Township he tells us he was married at 29 (1914). He is 45 and Bertha is 

18 and they have five children, Mable, Ruth, Inez, Wesley and Ethel. They also have her sister 

Myrtle age 50 and brother John Hampton age 60 in the home. Both are single. 

Bertha was born September 2, 1882 at Sanborn a daughter of William Milton and Nancy (Coulter) 

Hampton and a sister of Amelia KephartȭÓ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ 3ÔÁÃÙ (ÁÍÐÔÏÎ. Grover died on January 11, 

1942 and Martha died on January 1, 1969 at the Philipsburg hospital and both are buried in the 

Sanborn church cemetery. (Milton Hampton descends from Leticia daughter of John McCracken 

and Mary Bell). 

 

 

Cleve and Bertha (Hampton) Kephart had five children;  

 Helen Mable (1918 ɀ 1990) married Paul Wolfe (1914 ɀ 1959) they had five children. 

 Ruth Clara (1921 ɀ 1996) married Stacy Baughman (1918 ɀ 1966) they had eight children. 

 Imo Jean (1922 - ?) married Lewis Erlwein (1923 - ?) and had 3 children. 

 John Wesley (1924 ɀ 1993) married Maggie Baughman (1930 ɀ 1949) and had one son. 

 Ethel J. (1926 ɀ 2002) married Mr. Harn. 

 

Kathryn Cordie Kephart 

(Kathryn Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Kathryn ÁËÁ Ȱ#ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅȟ +ÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ #ÏÒÄÉÅȱ was born June 13, 1886 and married William Asbury 

Hallman born May 7, 1878. He is found living with his mother Barbara, in Decatur Township in 

1900. They married about 1905 and are found on the 1910 census in Decatur Township with two 

children and her sister Myrtle. William reports he is 29, working as a fire clay miner and has been 

married for five years. Cordie is 23 and tells us she has given birth to three children with two still 

living. The children are Grover age 3 and Athel age 2. Sister-in-law Myrtle Kephart is 13. 
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In 1918 they are living in Houtzdale and he reports that he is 40 born May 7, 1878 and works as a 

clay miner for Harbison Walker. He names Cordie Hallman as his next of kin. He was described as 

ÔÁÌÌ ίȭ ΫΫȱȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÁÒË ÅÙÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÄ ÈÁÉÒȢ 

They were missed on the 1920 census but on the 1930 census in Woodward Township Kathryn 

Hallman is a widow at age 42 and tells us she was married at age 19 (1905). The children at home 

are Athel age 22 and single working as a clay miner, Marie age 15 and William age 11. Kathryn 

Hallman died on October 28, 1959. Her husband William and son Athel preceded her in death. 

They had three sons and two daughters; Grover (1907), W. Athel (December 25, 1907 ɀ March 17, 

1958) married Evelyn Elverta Smeal in 1935, Marie (1915) married Clair Yarger, Beatrice married 

Wallace Smeal and William (1919) lives in Washington DC. 

 

Edith Kephart 

(Edith Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Edith was born in May 1888 and married about 1907, Benjamin Hallman, brother of William 

Hallman (above). They are living in Greenbank Township, Pocahontas County West Virginia in 

1910 when they report he is 27 working for a lumber company and have been married for three 

years. Edith is 22 and is the mother of two children Ivan I. age 3 and Cordie A. 10 months. Also in 

the home are Clark B. Kephart age 17 and Susan M. Kephart age 14. Both are single and listed as 

in-laws. 

By 1918 they have moved to Altoona, Blair County where he registered for the draft and gives his 

birth date as June 11, 1882. He was working as a machinist for the PRR Company. His wife Edith is 

his next of kin and he is described as tall, stout, gray eyes and brown hair. Benjamin and Edith are 

still in Altoona in 1930 with no children at home. Benjamin died at his home in Altoona of a heart 

attack on April 20, 1939 and is buried in the Altoona cemetery. His daughter Cordie preceded him 

in death. 

 

 

Charlotta Kephart 

(Charlotta Kephart
6
, Matilda

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Charlotta ÁËÁ Ȱ,ÏÔÔÉÅȱ ×ÁÓ born May 1890 and married after 1937 Mr. Socey and lived in Altoona. 
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Jacob Kephart 

(Jacob Kephart6, Matilda5, George Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Jacob was born September 1891 and is not mentioned again after the 1910 census when he was 8 

years old and living with his parents in Decatur Township. 

  

Bruce Clark Kephart 

(Bruce Kephart
6
, Matilda

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Bruce Kephart, son of Jacob and Matilda (Hockenberry) Kephart was born November 28, 1894 and 

married about 1912, Catherine Tahaney. She was born at Parsons, Tucker County West Virginia on 

January 2, 1896 to Charles and Mary (Gallagher) Tahaney.  

On his 1917 draft card he reports to be living at Mt. Lick, Pocahontas County West Virginia with a 

wife and three children. He is working as labor at the Mt. Lick Lumber Company. He gives his 

birth date as November 28, 1894 in Clearfield Pa. and was described as medium height, stout 

build, brown eyes and hair. 

They are first found as a family in Grant Township, Harrison County West Virginia on the January 

2, 1920 census and are listed as Bruce C. Kephart age 26 born in Pennsylvania and working as a 

coal miner. His wife is Catherine age 24 born in WV. They have four children all born in WV; 

Cleveland 8, Goldie 6, Dorothy 4 and Clark 1 year 6 months. 

About 1928/29 they moved to Springfield Bucks County Pa. and he is working at a steel works. We 

also learn that he was 18 and she was 15 when they married. They have four more children all born 

in WV; Anna P. 9, Doyle M. 6, Wanda J. 5 and Eleanor M. 2 years 6 months. By 1942 they are living 

in Bethlehem, Lehigh County Pa and he works for Bethlehem Steel and names Katherine as his 

next of kin.  

 

The children; 

 Grover Cleveland Kephart (1912 - ?) 

 Goldie Kephart (1914 died young) 

 Dorothea H. Kephart (1916 - ?) 

 Clark B. Kephart (6/20/1918 ɀ 8/31/1988) 

 Anna Pauline Kephart (1921) 

 Doyle M. Kephart (8/1/1923 ɀ 1/28/1993) 

 Wanda Jean Kephart (1925) 

 Eleanor M. Kephart (1927) 

 Ronald Kephart (1930) 
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Myrtle Kephart 

(Myrtle Kephart
6
, Matilda

5
, George Hockenberry

4
, Sarah

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

 Myrtle was born June 1895 and was married twice. The name of her first husband is unknown but 

they had two children Georgia and Homer C. She then married in 1930 Norman C. Crouthers and 

is found on the 1930 census in South Lakemont, Logan Township Blair County Pa. The family is 

listed as Norman C. Crouthers age 28 married at age 28, occupation is salesman. Myrtle is age 31 

and first married at 22. The children are listed as step children but listed under the Crouthers 

surname. They are Georgia J. age 4 years 10 months and Homer C. age 3 years 6 months. 

Her obituary names another son Paul. She died at home in Altoona on April 10, 1937 at age 39 

years 10 months and is buried in the Altoona cemetery. 

 

Eliza Hockenberry  

(Eliza Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Eliza is presumed to be the daughter of Arthur and Sarah (McCracken) Hockenberry and is found 

on the 1850 census in Woodward Township living a few doors from her brother George and 

Arthur Hockenberry, her widowed father is living with her and her husband.  She was born about 

1832 and married James Morgan.  

  

Thomas Hockenberry  

(Thomas Hockenberry4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Thomas was born about 1836 and is found in Woodward Township in 1850 living in the home of 

Read and Rosanna Alexander at age 14. In 1870 he lived in Jefferies, Woodward Township with a 

wife Mary A. and three children; Robert, Oliver and Franklin. About 1877 they moved to 

Minnesota where we have lost track of them. 

 

Franklin Hockenberry Nulph  

(Franklin Hockenberry Nulph4, Sarah3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Franklin Hockenberry, youngest child of Sarah (McCracken) and Arthur Hockenberry was born 

just prior to the death of his mother about 1849 and was adopted by Christopher and Sally Nulph 

of Fox Township and is found with this family on the 1850 census report at age 1. On the 1860 

census they have given him their name and he is called Franklin Nulph age 11. 

Christopher and Sally divorced before 1870 and he has a new wife and two children and lives in 

Jefferson County. Sally and Franklin have gone to Wabasha County Minnesota with the name 
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spelled Neulph and she reports that she is 51 and he is 21. Neither of them reports their marital 

status. We have lost him from this point.  

 

Margaret McCracken  

(Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret, the second daughter of James and Mary McCracken was born between 1806 and 1810. 

She married on May 16, 1830, Adam Wheeler born September 3, 1806. They are on the Gibson 

Township census in 1830 where he is listed between the ages of 20 and 30 and his wife is age 15 to 

20 and they have no children. They are found on the 1840 Jay Township, Clearfield County census 

both age 30 to 40 with two sons under 5 and one son and two daughters 5 to 10. This family 

resides in the part of Jay Township that was later taken in the erection of Elk County. 

Adam Wheeler died September 6, 1846 and Margaret married John S. Hicks. On the 1850 census 

the family is listed as John S. Hicks age 37, Margaret Hicks 38, Mariah Wheeler 19, Charity 

Wheeler 17, David Wheeler 15, Henry B. Wheeler 13, John Wheeler 11, Martha J. Wheeler 6 and 

Adam I. Wheeler age 3. 

On the 1860 census of Bradford Township, Clearfield County we find Smoker Hicks 45, his wife 

Margaret 45 and a son Vine age 9.  No one in this family is found in the 1870 census. In 1880 back 

in Jay Township, Elk County John S. Hicks is 69, Margaret is also 69 and the family consists of a 

stepson David Wheeler age 43, stepson Isaac Wheeler age 33, a granddaughter Margaret Wheeler 

age 5 and a son Vine Hicks age 28.   The children of Adam Wheeler and Margaret McCracken are: 

 

Mariah Wheeler  

(Mariah Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Mariah ÁËÁ Ȱ-ÁÒÉÁȱ Wheeler was born about 1831. Maria Wheeler age 29, Martha Wheeler age 16 

and John Wheeler age 22 are all on the 1860 Elk County census in Bennezette in the home of John 

Z. Lindermuth age 36. No additional information was found for Maria Wheeler. 

 

Charity Wheeler  

(Charity Wheeler
4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Charity was born about 1833 and married on June 16, 1853 Peter A. Livergood born about 1825 in 

Clearfield a son of Mordecai and Rachel Livergood. Peter died June 9, 1883 in Goshen Township 

Clearfield County. They are found on the 1860 census in Girard Township when he is working as a 

carpenter at age 35 and Charity is 27. Adam Isaac Wheeler age 13 her youngest brother, lives with 

them. In 1870 and 1880 they live in Shawsville in Goshen Township and his niece Emma J. 

Livergood lives with them in 1880. They had no children of their own. 
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David Wheeler  

(David Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

David was born about 1835 and is found on the 1860 census in Jay Township in the home of Joseph 

and Catherine Forster along with his brother John. On the 1880 census he is again living with his 

mother and stepfather in Jay Township and listed as single. On the 1900 census in Jay Township 

he reports that he is 66 years old and was born in December 1833.  He is still single and living 

alone. There is no record of him on the 1910 census. 

 

Henry Burley Wheeler  

(Henry Wheeler
4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Henry, son of Adam and Margaret (McCracken) Wheeler first married Margaret Ann ____ about 

1858/59 and had one daughter Mary A. born about December 1859 according to the 1860 census. 

The Henry B. Wheeler family is on the 1900 census in Jay Township where he reports that he was 

born in February 1837 and has been married for 20 years and his father was born in Connecticut.  

His wife is Canadian born Mary E. (Morrison?) age 43 born in August 1857 coming to the U. S. in 

1875. She is the mother of nine children with five still living. Her parents were also both born in 

Canada. The children in the home are Thomas age 14 born in October 1885, Henry B. age 12 born 

in May 1888, Nellie A. age 4 born in April 1896 and a stepson Edward A. Morrison age 23 and 

single, born in April 1877 in Pa.  

On the 1910 census in Jay Township he is listed as Burley H. Wheeler age 73, married twice, 31 

years (1879) to his current wife. Mary his wife is 52 years old and the mother of nine children with 

five still living. The only child at home is Nellie age 14 and single. 

Henry B. Wheeler is a veteran of the civil war having enlisted on September 3rd 1864 as a private in 

Company F, 211th regiment of the Pa. Volunteers. He was discharged June 5, 1865. 

 

Mary A. Wheeler  

(Mary
5
, Henry Wheeler

4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Mary, the daughter of Henry B. and his first wife Margaret Wheeler was born in 1859. 

 

Thomas Wheeler 

 (Thomas5, Henry Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Thomas, the son of Henry B. Wheeler and his second wife Mary E. was born in October 1885. He 

was working in Pocahontas County West Virginia in 1910 and single. No further information for 

Thomas Wheeler was found. 
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Henry B. Wheeler Jr.  

(Henry5, Henry Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Henry was born on May 22, 1888. On the 1910 census he is boarding with the Manley S. and Maud 

Gardner family a few doors away from his parents. When he registered for the draft in 1917 he 

lived in Weedville and worked as a deliveryman in Byrndale. He was married with two children 

and is described as tall medium build with blue eyes and auburn hair. On the 1920 census in 

Weedville he is 31, his wife is Lott age 25, and the children are Charles (March 1915), Mildred 

(September 1916), Clifford (June 1918) and Merland (June 1919). On the 1930 census he reports that 

his mother was born in Nova Scotia and that he is widowed and a coal miner. He has another 

child Viola (1921). 

 

 

 

Nellie A. Wheeler  

(Nellie
5
, Henry Wheeler

4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Nellie, daughter of Henry and Mary Wheeler, was born in April 1896. 

 

John Wheeler  

(John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

John, son of Adam and Margaret (McCracken) Wheeler was born on July 21, 1839 and married in 

1862 Luzerna Deborah Bateman born June 8th 1845 in Benezette to James Bateman of 

Williamsport, Pa and Nancy Daugherty. Luzerna Wheeler died at age 57 on March 22, 1903 in 

Spring Run, Pa.  This family is found in Jay Township, Elk County on the 1900 census where they 

are shown as John Wheeler, a farmer, age 60, married 38 years, father born in Connecticut.  His 

wife, Luzerna D. reports that she was born in June 1845 and is the mother of nine children with 

eight still living. The children in the home are Milton M. age 24 born November 1875, John S. age 

21 born in July 1878, Julius J. age 17 born in June 1882 and Blanch age 13 born in February 1886.  By 

1910 John is a widower and living alone. He died at his home on March 27, 1916 at the age of 77 

years. 

John Wheeler is a veteran of the civil war having enlisted on September 3rd 1864 as a private in 

Company F, 211th regiment of the Pa. Volunteers. He was discharged June 2, 1865. They had the 

following children: 
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Margaret Catherine Wheeler  

(Margaret5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret, first daughter of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born on November 9, 1864 and married 

July 4, 1882, Lafayette Copp, son of Ruben Copp and Jane Gray of Tioga County. Lafayette Copp 

was a widower with two sons (James and William) prior to this marriage. He was born on 

November 19, 1845 in Tioga County and died January 22, 1901 in Caledonia, Elk County and was 

buried in Bennezette. He served in the Civil War in the 11th Pennsylvania Infantry.   

On the 1900 census in Jay Township Elk County the family is listed as Lafayette Copp 54 and 

married for 17 years; His wife Kate is 35 and the mother of five living children. The children are 

Cora L. born in October 1883, Crystal B. born in February 1886, Lafayette G. born February 1888, 

Kitty L. born June 1891 and Hazel born December 1896. 

In 1910 in Jay Township the widow Kate Copp and her daughter Hazel were living with and 

working for the elderly George and Elizabeth Thurston and in 1920 Kate was still working out as a 

servant in Jay Township. The children ÏÆ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ ÁËÁ Ȱ+ÁÔÅȱ 7ÈÅÅÌÅÒ ÁÎÄ Lafayette Copp were: 

 

Cora Copp   

(Cora Copp6, Margaret5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Cora was born October 22, 1883 in Benzette, Elk County Pennsylvania. She married May 21, 1901, 

Mathias Silas Huff born October 25, 1878 to Frank and Agnes (Dornan) Huff of Jay Township Elk 

County. They lived Caledonia in Jay Township Elk County except for a few years in LumberCity 

where he registered for the draft in 1918. He was working for the G. S. Good Fire Brick Clay 

Company as a miner. He was described as Medium height and build with brown eyes and black 

hair. 

In 1910 in Jay Township he was a fireman at a coal mine and reports they have been married for 9 

years and Cora tells us she has given birth to four children with three still living. The children 

were Blair 5 (1905), Frank 3 (1907) and Harry 2 (1908). They moved to Lumber City before 1918 and 

are found there on the 1920 census with four more children Laura 9 (1911), Roy 7 (1913), Glen 6 

(1914) and Virgil 3 (1917). By 1930 they are back in Jay Township with the five youngest children. 

Mathias died in June 1946 and Cora died March 12, 1944 in Caledonia Elk County. 

 

Crystal Blanch Copp  

(Crystal Copp
6
, Margaret

5
, John Wheeler

4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Crystal ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÌÁÎÃÈȱ was born in February 1886 in Elk County Pennsylvania and married in 1905, 

Frank Huffȟ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ #ÏÒÁȭÓ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȢ 3ÈÅ died at the hands of her husband September 
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2, 1913 in DuBois, at the home of her employer Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Smith. She is buried in the 

Bennzette cemetery next to her father.  

Frank Huff was sentenced to 17 to 19 years in the Western Penitentiary in Pittsburg on February 

16, 1914 and was pardoned on June 7, 1924. They had two daughters Twila (1906) and Evelyn 

(1908). Twila married about 1922, George Anderson and had at least four children; Evelyn, Ralph, 

Ida and Alvin Anderson. 

 

Glen Lafayette Copp  

(Glen Copp
6
, Margaret

5
, John Wheeler

4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Glen was born on February 5, 1888 in Benezette, Elk County Pa.  On his draft registration in 1917 

he was living in Tyler, Huston Township, Clearfield County and married with one child. He is 

described as medium height and build with blue eyes and brown hair. He married in 1908 Pearl 

Kerchner born in August 1889 a daughter of John C. Kerchner of Tyler Huston Township.  

On the 1920 census in Clearfield County his occupation is listed as time keeper for a coal 

ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȟ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ name is Pearl age 30 and they have a son Lynn age 10. On the 1930 census in 

Huston Township, Clearfield County, his father-in-law John Kerchner age 75 is living in the home 

as well as a sister-in-law Anna Kerchner age 49. Lynn was married the previous year but there is 

no wife living with him. 

On his 1942 draft registration Glen was living in Sagamore, Armstrong County where he was 

working for the B&S coal company. His next of kin is Pearl Copp. 

 

Kitty L. Copp  

(Kitty Copp6, Margaret5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Kitty was born in June 1891. 

 

Hazel Copp  

(Hazel Copp6, Margaret5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Hazel was born in December 1897 and married the widowed Ulysses Grant Hetrick before 1918. 

She died before 1930. 
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Adam Wheeler  

(Adam5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Adam son of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born in April 1868 and married in 1890, Nancy L. 

____ born July 1871. They had a daughter Lottie L. born in September 1890. By 1920 Adam Wheeler 

was a widower and boarding with Ida Tyler and her family in Jay Township, Elk County. Her child 

Rena age 1 year 10 months is listed under the Tyler surname in 1920 and Wheeler in 1930. On the 

1930 census he claims Rena G. age 12 and Wilbert E. Wheeler age 8 as children.  Adam and Ida 

lived as man and wife although they never married and the children Rena and Wilbert were the 

result of this union. Adam died July 14, 1944. 

 

Mary Wheeler  

(Mary5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Mary daughter of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born in 1870. 

 

Milton M. Wheeler  

(Milton 5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Milton son of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born in November 1875 and was still single and 

living at home with his parents in 1900. No further records were found for Milton Wheeler. 

 

John Samuel Wheeler  

(John5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

John son of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born July 21, 1878. He reports in 1918 that he lives in 

Caledonia, Elk County and his next of kin is Pearl Wheeler. He is described as a tall medium built 

man with blue eyes and brown hair.  On the 1920 census John Wheeler is 41 years old and has 

been married for four years. He is a coal miner and his wife is Pearl age 33 and the mother of no 

children. They have a niece Kathleen Nickel age 2 years 5 months born in Ohio living in the home.  

In 1930 he was working in the coal mines and living in Jay Township with his wife Pearl age 44 

and daughter Kathleen D. Wheeler age 12.  They obviously adopted the niece they were caring for. 

On his WW II draft registration he was living in Caledonia, Elk County, Pa. and gave Mrs. 

Kathleen Bateman of Emporium, Pa as the person who would always know his address. He signed 

with a mark and reported he was working for the W. P. A. 
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Julius J. Wheeler  

(Julius5, John Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Julius son of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born in June 1882. We have found no trace of Julius 

after 1900 when he is found living with his parents in Elk County at age 17. 

 

Blanch Wheeler  

(Blanch
5
, John Wheeler

4
, Margaret

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Blanch daughter of John and Luzerna Wheeler was born in February 1886. 

 

Martha J. Wheeler  

(Martha Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Martha daughter of Adam and Margaret Wheeler was born in 1844. 

 

Isaac Adam Wheeler  

(Isaac Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Isaac last son of Adam and Margaret Wheeler was born in September 1846. He is shown on the 

1900 census of Jay Township Elk County as Isaac A. Wheeler, a farmer age 53 and married 20 

years. He reports his father was born in Connecticut. His wife is Martha J. born in June 1853 and 

the mother of two children both still living. The only child in the home is David M. Wheeler age 

17 born in June 1882. 

On the 1920 census he is shown as Isaac 73 his wife is listed as Jane 64 and they have an 8 year old 

granddaughter living with them named Maria Beck. 

Isaac A Wheeler enlisted in Company F 211th Pennsylvania Infantry on September 3rd 1864. He died 

on October 20, 1921 and his widow Jane, filed for his pension on January 24, 1929.  

 

David M. Wheeler  

(Isaac Wheeler4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

David son of Isaac and Martha Jane Wheeler was born in June 1882. 

Margaret (McCracken) Wheeler was remarried to John S. Hicks after the death of her husband 

and she and John Hicks had one son, Vine Hicks. 
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Vine Hicks  

(Vine Hicks4, Margaret3, James2, James McCracken1) 

He was born in 1851 and is found on the 1860 and 1880 censuses living with his parents. No more 

information found for Vine Hicks. 

 

Mary McCracken  

(Mary
3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Mary, the third daughter of James and Mary (Jordan) McCracken was born before 1810 in 

Clearfield County Pa. 

 

Ann McCracken  

(Ann3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Ann, fourth child of James McCracken Jr., was born about 1818 and married Daniel Brink born 

about 1810 in New York. Daniel Brink is shown on the 1836 list of ÔÁØÁÂÌÅȭÓ in Penn Township in 

the area taken from Pike and a John Brink (probably his father) is listed on the first tax rolls of 

Pike Township in 1814. Daniel Brink first married Mary Bennett in 1835 and by 1840 he was 

married to Ann McCracken. They moved to Liverpool Perry County where they are listed on the 

census reports from 1850 through 1880. Daniel was a teacher and their children were Permanas 

(1841), Margaret (1844), William Bradford (1845), Riley (1850/52), Thursey (1854) and Valvassa 

(1856). 

 

Elizabeth J. McCracken   

(Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Elizabeth, fifth daughter of James McCracken Jr. and Mary Jordan was born about 1819 and is the 

Elizabeth J. McCracken referred to by Hugh Jordan in his will. She married Leonard Howard 

Bumgardner a farmer living in Goshen Township.  He was born in 1815 to George and Jenny 

Bumgardner. Leonard and his family are on the 1850 census and listed as Leonard age 37, 

Elizabeth 31, Helen 11, Barbara E. 8, Mary J. 7, Hugh 5, John D. 3, Margaret A. 1 and Jenny 

Bumgardner age 73.   

In 1860 they are in Shawsville, Goshen Township. On this census Helen the oldest daughter is not 

listed and the following children were added, Daniel born 1851 and Robert 1855. By 1870 all the 

children have left home except Hugh J. age 25, John D. age 22 and Daniel F. age 19.  Another child 

is added Mina Almira age 9 and the father, Leonard, is no longer listed making his death between 

1861 and 1870. 



37 
 

On the 1880 census Elizabeth is listed in the household of her son, John Bumgardner as Betsy J. 

age 63 and a sister of John by the name of Nora E. age 19.  It is unclear if Nora E. and Mina Almira 

are the same person, their age would indicate that this is the same child or a twin. 

 

Helen Eliza  Bumgardner  

(Helen Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Helen Bumgardner was born in August 1838 and married about 1857, Aaron H. Shirey born 

September 17, 1832, the second son of Jacob and Mary (Luzier) Shirey. They made their home in 

Shawsville in Goshen Township where she bore 13 children 11 of whom reached adulthood. They 

moved into Clearfield about 1910 where Aaron died on June 12, 1912 and Helen then lived with her 

son William Roy Shirey and his family until she died sometime after 1920. The children were; 

o Rebecca M. Shirey November 1, 1858 who married Archibald Shaw Jr. born in 1844.  

o King Reeder Shirey born about 1861 

o Lemuel Shirey born about 1863. 

o Carrie S. Shirey born about 1865. 

o Harry Shirey born about 1867. 

o Newton Shirey born about 1869. 

o Clipinger V. Shirey born May 17, 1871. 

o Laura Shirey born about 1873. 

o William Roy Shirey born about 1845. 

o Fay Shirey born August 1877. 

o Hattie E. Shirey born August 1880. 

o Walter D. Shirey born February 1883. 

 

Barbara Ellen Bumgardner  

(Barbara Bumbgardner
4
, Elizabeth

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
)   

Barbara E. Bumgardner was born in September 1841 and married James Gourley in 1864. He came 

to this country in 1853 from Scotland and was living with the William and Barbara Leonard family 

in Goshen Township in 1860 when he met and married his wife. They moved to Wisconsin shortly 

after their marriage where their son Robert L. was born in 1870. On the 1900 census they are in 

Trenton, Pierce County Wisconsin. James reports that he was born in Scotland and came to 

America in 1853 and was naturalized in Pa. They have one child Robert. By 1905 they lived in 

Ellsworth, Pierce County Wisconsin where he is listed as a truck farmer at age 67. The name is 

spelled Gourlie. His wife Barbara is 66 born in Pa. and a son, Robert L. is 35 and born in 

Wisconsin. 

On the 1910 census Barbara E. Gourley is widowed and living in Ellsworth, Wisconsin with her son 

Robert who is 40 and still single. 
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Robert L. Gourley/Gorlie 

(Robert Gourley5, Barbara Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Robert was born in 1870 in Wisconsin and married after the death of his mother to a lady by the 

name of Frances H. _____. They moved to Oregon where he is found on the 1920 and 1930 census. 

He is spelling his name Gourlie. They had no children.  

 

Mary Jane Bumgardner   

(Mary Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Third daughter of Elizabeth and Leonard Bumgardner was born in March 1843 and married Miles 

Miller a son of David and Hannah Miller of Lawrence Township. He was born in 1835. They moved 

to Brooklyn, Sheridan Township, Poweshiek County Iowa where their son Theodore M. Miller was 

born in May 1868. Miles died about 1876. Mary J. Miller and son Theodore are found in Brooklyn 

Iowa through the 1900 census when Mary reports she has given birth to five children with only 

one surviving. She also tells us she is a widow receiving a pension and her son is a telegraph 

operator and still single at age 32. 

Miles G. Miller was a veteran of the Civil War serving in the 84th Pennsylvania Infantry. Mary J. 

-ÉÌÌÅÒ ÆÉÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÉÄÏ×ȭÓ ÐÅÎÓÉÏÎ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΫβααȢ  

 

Hugh Jordan Bumgardner  

(Hugh Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1)  

Hugh, the first son of Elizabeth and Leonard Bumgardner was named for his grandfather Hugh 

Jordan.  He was born in 1845 and is found at home with his parents through the 1870 census 

reports and drops off the public records at that point.  

 

John David Bumgardner  

(John Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1)  

The second son of Elizabeth and Leonard Bumgardner was born in 1848 and never married. He is 

last found in Blue Ball in 1910 at age 63, single and boarding with the Shimmel family. 

 

Nora Bumgardner  

(Nora Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Nora Bumgardner was born in October 1864 and married William Kittelberger born in 1865 to 

German born Michael and Elizabeth Kittelberger. Nora and William had two sons Raymond born 
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December 1890 and Clark born November 1893. She was a widow by 1900 at age 45.  On the 1930 

census she is living in the borough of Clearfield with her son M. Raymond, he is 39 and single.  

 

Michael Raymond Kittelberger 

(Michael Kittelberger5, Nora Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Michael was born December 27, 1890 in DuBois, Clearfield County. He was partially paralyzed and 

exempt from the draft in 1917 but is described as a tall medium built man with brown eyes and 

dark brown hair. It is not known if he ever married or when he died. He did not register for the 

draft in 1942 and was probably already deceased by then. 

 

 

Clark William Kittelberger   

(Clark Kittelberger5, Nora Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

#ÌÁÒË ÁËÁ Ȱ7ÉÌÌÉÁÍȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ Ϋȟ Ϋβγέ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÉÎ ΫγάΫ 6ÅÒÁ .Ȣ (ÏÏÖÅÒ. She was born 

June 10, 1894 and had two children, William Kittelberger died in January 1968 in Clearfield and his 

wife died in March 1973.  

 

 

William C. Kittelberger 

(William
6
, Clark Kittelberger

5
, Nora Bumbgardner

4
, Elizabeth

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

William C. Kittelberger, son of Clark and Nora (Hoover) Kittelberger, was born May 15, 1923 and 

died May 1, 2000 in Grant County West Virginia.  

 

Theda Jean Kittelberger 

(Theda6, Clark Kittelberger5, Nora Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Theda, daughter of Clark and Nora Kittelberger, was born in 1925 and married Robert M. Lawhead 

born July 7, 1919 and died April 10, 1993. Last known address of Theda Lawhead is 901 Daisy Street 

Clearfield Pa. She had a son Robert born in 1943 and a grandson Justin Lawhead. 
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Margaret A. Bumgardner   

(Margaret Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret was born in 1849 and married John Peter Kerin born in 1841 County Clare Ireland and 

came to this country in 1863. They had five children; Michael (1874), Edward Seymour (1876), Paul 

(1879), Frederick (1882), Mary (1884). Margaret died prior to 1890 and John next married 

Katherine Agnes Lynch and had other children among whom are John Francis and Joseph L. Kerin 

(Brother Augustine, catholic priest) born July 27, 1890.   John Kerin died at his home 324 south 4th 

Street in Clearfield on December 2, 1926. Kate died in 1945. 

 

Michael John Kerin  

 (Michael Kerin5, Margaret Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Michael, first son of Margaret and John Kerin was born July 30, 1874 in Clearfield and married in 

ΫγΪίȟ -ÁÒÙ !ÌÉÃÅ ···· ÁËÁ Ȱ-ÁÙÍÅȱ ÂÏÒÎ August 30, 1880 in Nebraska. They lived in Mannington, 

Marion County West Virginia in 1910 where their first child Walter, was born about 1906. By 1915 

they are in Fullerton, Orange County California where his daughter Nellie is born in 1915 and he is 

working for the Union Oil Company. On this draft card he gives his age as 45 and his birth date as 

July 30, 1873. He was described as medium height and build with light brown eyes and gray hair. 

In 1920 and 1930 they still live in Fullerton, Brea Township, Orange County California. In 1920 his 

ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÉÌ ÆÉÅÌÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÙ ΫγέΪ ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÉÓÔ Án occupation and is living with 

his son Walter and family. The household on April 3, 1930 is; Walter Kerin age 24 married at 24. 

He is a truck driver in the oil fields. His wife is Mabel age 21 a native of Missouri and the mother 

of one child, Walter John 1 month old. His father Michael is 55 married at age 30 and Mayme is 46 

and married at 21. Nellie, sister of Walter is 15 and single. Michael Kerin died on August 5, 1957 

and Mayme died in November 1965 in Fullerton California. 

 

 

Edward Seymour Kerin 

(Edward Kerin
5
, Margaret Bumbgardner

4
, Elizabeth

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Edward was born about 1876 in Clearfield and no record of him is found after the 1880 census 

where he is at home with his parents in Clearfield. 
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Paul Kerin 

(Paul Kerin5, Margaret Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Paul was born about 1879 and died unmarried September 24, 1916 in the Williamsport hospital of 

typhoid fever. His survivors were his father, step mother, five brothers and a sister. 

 

Frederick Kerin 

(Frederick Kerin
5
, Margaret Bumbgardner

4
, Elizabeth

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Frederick was born about 1882 in Clearfield and died February 7, 1927 at the Lock Haven hospital 

of tuberculosis. He is buried in the St. Francis cemetery. 

 

Mary Kerin 

(Mary Kerin5, Margaret Bumbgardner4, Elizabeth3, James2, James McCracken1 

Mary Kerin was born about 1884 and no further records are found for her. 

 

Thomas McCracken  

(Thomas3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Thomas, first son of James and Mary (Jordan) McCracken was born about 1813 and died young.  

 

John P.H. McCracken  

(John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

The second son of James and Mary (Jordan) McCracken was born about 1815 to 1827 in Bell 

Township, Clearfield County and died February 3, 1898 in Grant Township, Indiana County Pa. He 

married on August 26, 1852, Martha Jeffries oldest daughter of William Jeffries and Sarah Pyle of 

Montgomery Township, Indiana County. She was born September 15, 1824 and died April 26, 1893.  

Their children were Sarah, Martha, Rachel, Samantha, John and Elsie. 

John P. H. McCracken (spelled McCrackin) is found on the 1850 census in Bell Township giving an 

age of 23 (1827) and living with the Richard Ellis family. Since this is the youngest son of James 

and Mary McCracken it is probably safe to assume that his parents have died or moved to Iowa by 

this time where they reportedly died.  

)Î ΫβΰΪ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÎÅÁÒ $ÅÃËÅÒȭs Point, Montgomery Township Indiana County halfway between 

Hillsdale and Marion Center. His mother-in-law Sarah Jeffries and two of her children Noah 27 

and Mary E. 15 live nearby as does another brother-in-law and his family James and Mary Jefferies. 
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The John McCracken family is listed as John T. H. McCracken, a farmer and he gives his age as 45 

(1815) his wife is Martha age 36 and the children are Sarah M. age 7 and Martha E. 6. 

On the 1870 census they still live in the same place but the political boundaries have changed and 

they are now in Grant Township, Indiana County where John reports that he is 51, (1819) Martha is 

44 and the children are Sarah age 16, Martha E. 15, Rachel 9, Samantha 7 and John H. 3. His 

nearest neighbors are the Jeffries boys James, William and Noah and their families. 

Before 1880 the family has moved to Cherryhill Township, Indiana County and are listed as John 

P. McCracken, farmer age 59, (1821) Martha 56, Samantha 16, John H. 13 and an addition to the 

family is a daughter Elsie E. age 7.   

 

Sarah McCracken   

(Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1)  

Sarah was born August 30, 1853 and married on March 25, 1875 Alfred William Minser son of the 

Reverend Mark Minser and Elizabeth Stanley of Lawrence County, Pa. William and Sarah Minser 

had three children, all born in Indiana County. Sarah died of consumption on December 31, 1884 

at the age of 31. (Consumption is an old term for tuberculosis) Her husband died January 11, 1927 

at the home of his brother near Marion Center Indiana County. The Minser Family Tree on 

Ancestry.com is the source of the Minser family below. We did, verify all the data through all the 

available sources.  

 

Bert Leroy Minser   

(Bert Minser5, Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Bert was born August 26, 1878 and married October 17, 1909 in Minneapolis Minnesota, Olive May 

ÁËÁ Ȱ-ÁÙÍÅȱ Pederson. She was born August 28, 1889 in Minnesota to Oliver and Estrina 

(Matzdorff) Pederson and died June 6, 1976. Bert died July 19, 1964. He registered for the draft in 

1918 from Truman, Martin County Minnesota when his occupation was painter. He was described 

as medium height and build with blue eyes and light hair. In 1910 they lived in St Paul and have 

been married less than a year. By 1920 they had five children and in 1930 they are living in Bird 

Island Township and he is a house painter. All five children are still at home. They had two sons 

and three daughters all born and raised in Minnesota. The children are Bertie (1910 ɀ 2003), 

Dolores (1912 ɀ 2003), Carol (1916), Leroy (1917 ɀ 1991) and Winton (1919). 
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Bertie Mae Minser 

(Bertie6, Bert Minser5, Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Bertie, first child of Bert and Mayme Minser,  was born November 12, 1910 in St Paul Minnesota 

and married May 29, 1939 in Clear Lake, Deuel County South Dakota, George Oliver Frazee born 

August 12, 1909 in Westport South Dakota to Oliver S. and Elizabeth (Wiest) Frazee. He died May 

9, 1995 and she died August 27, 2003 in Olivia Minnesota. They are buried in the Olivia cemetery. 

They had no children.  

 

Dolores Elaine Minser 

(Dolores
6
, Bert Minser

5
, Sarah

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Dolores, second child of Bert and Mayme Minser, was born July 9, 1912 and was married in St 

Cloud Minnesota on September 1, 1932 to Harry E. Hogan son of Axel and Hannah (Enoksen) 

Haugen. He was born August 17, 1910 in St Paul and died April 13, 1965. They had two sons and 

Dolores was remarried after the death of her first husband to Herman Haberer (1910 ɀ 1995). 

Dolores died January 1, 2003. 

 

Carol Myrtle Minser 

(Carol6, Bert Minser5, Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Carol was born June 22, 1916 in Truman Minnesota and was married twice. Her first husband was 

Clarence Busch with no offspring. She next married Jens Juul Jr. and had one son and two 

daughters. 

 

B. Leroy Minser 

(Leroy
6
, Bert Minser

5
, Sarah

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Leroy was born November 29, 1917 in Martin County Minnesota and married May 24, 1947 in 

Yuma Arizona, Dorothy Juanita Schmitz. She was born July 4, 1918 in Wisconsin, the daughter of 

Adam and Anna Marie (Blattner) Schmitz. She died April 14, 2001 and Leroy died August 29, 1991 

in Oceanside, San Diego County California. They had no children. 

 

Winton Cleo Minser 

(Winton 6, Bert Minser5, Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Winton was born August 21, 1919 in Martin County Minnesota and married August 17, 1947 in 

Yuma Arizona, Delores B Haubirch, daughter of Anthony and Katherine (Kennedy) Haubirck she 
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was born April 25, 1920 in Norfolk Minnesota and died November 9, 2004 in Oceanside, San Diego 

County California. They had five children four girls and one boy. 

 

Alice Minser 

(Alice Minser5, Sarah4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Alice was born in July 25, 1881 and married about 1905, Jacob Arthur Manner born July 20, 1881 at 

Marion Center to John and Sarah (Edwards) Manner. He died June 25, 1973 in Winter Park, 

Orange County Florida. Alice died July 2, 1947 ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÂÕÒÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÉÌÏÈ ÃÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ ÁÔ $ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ 

Point, Grant Township Indiana County.  

The family lived in Glen Campbell where he worked as a pay roll clerk, a school teacher and a 

member of the school board. On his WW I draft registration he was described as medium height, 

slender, blue eyes and brown hair. They had two children Nioma (1906 ɀ 1976) and John (1913).  

 

Martha E. McCracken   

(Martha 4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Martha, second daughter of John P. H. McCracken was born about 1854 in Montgomery Township 

Indiana County and was last identified on the 1870 census in Grant Township living at home with 

her parents. No more records of Martha have been found. 

 

Rachel A. McCracken  

(Rachel
4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Rachel, third daughter of John and Martha McCracken was born December 3, 1860 in Grant 

Township Indiana County Pa. She married May 14, 1877, John Albert Lydick born February 1855. 

They are living in Grant Township in 1900 when she reports that they have been married for 22 

years and that she has given birth to five children with three surviving.  The surviving children are 

William D. age 16 born in March 1884, Alice M. age 13 born March 1887 and John T. born in 

February 1891 age 9.  

In 1910 they live in Cherryhill Township with one child at home Torrance J. age 19. John is a farmer 

and his son works on the farm. John Lydick died May 20, 1912. On the February 1920 census their 

son takes the position as head of the family and is now called Todd J. Lydick age 29 and works as a 

coal miner. His mother Rachel is 59 and widowed. His widowed brother William Lydick and his 
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two children live in the home. William is 35 and also works as a coal miner, his children are Blaine 

A. age 10 and a daughter Gay L. age 4 years 1 month. 

By 1930 they have moved to Allegheny Township Westmoreland County and are listed as J. T. 

Lydick age 39 and single, working at a saw mill, Rachel A. is 69 and a widow, niece, Gay Laura is 

14 and brother W. D. is 46 and a widowed farmer. 

Rachel died October 20, 1945 at the home of her daughter Mrs. Alice Hadden in Cherryhill 

Township near Buck Run. Rachel is buried in the Shiloh cemetery at Deckerȭs Point. 

 

William Dodson Lydick 

(William Lydick 5, Rachel4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

William, son of Rachel and Albert Lydick was born March 6, 1884 in Grant Township Indiana 

County and married in 1908 Laura _____. He registered for the draft in 1918 when he gives his 

address as Clymer and his mother as his next of kin. He is described as a tall slender man with 

blue eyes and brown hair. His wife was born about 1876 and died after the birth of her daughter 

Gay Laura in 1916 and before 1918. In 1920 William is back at home with his mother and children 

and declared as a widower. Laura had been married before and had a child that did not survive. 

In 1930 William was living with his nephew Herman Hadden and his wife Sylvada in Cherryhill 

Township when the rest of the family had moved to Westmoreland County. He died at home in 

Buck Run near Clymer on August 17th 1937 and is buried the Harmony cemetery. 

 

 

Alice Lydick 

(Alice Lydick
5
, Rachel

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Alice was born in March 1887 in Grant Township Indiana County and was married at the Lutheran 

parsonage in Strongstown, on March 17, 1904, to Isaac McCullough Hadden born October 23, 1883 

in Clearfield County a son of Isaac and Susannah (Mock) Hadden of Green Township Indiana 

County. His parents were married on August 21, 1878 and Susannah died in Lock Springs Missouri 

on February 25, 1887. The father moved to Nelson, Tioga County and James N. Stewart Esq. was 

the court appointed guardian of the child Isaac. 

Isaac registered for the WW I draft in 1918 from Love Joy Indiana County when he reported that 

he was a farmer and his next of kin was Alice Hadden. The registrar describes him as tall, medium 

build with brown eyes and hair. On his WW II draft card he was living in Clymer. 
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Isaac and Alice had eight children; Edna (1904), Nova (1906), Herman (1909), Helen (1911), 

'ÅÎÅÖÉÅÖÅ ɉΫγΫίɊȟ 4ÏÒÒÁÎÃÅ ɉΫγΫαɊȟ 4ÈÅÌÍÁ ɉΫγάάɊ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÙÍÏÎÄ ɉΫγάαɊȢ )ÓÁÁÃȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ 

Indiana County in October 1906, to meet his son for the first time in 20 some years. He remained 

in the county and died there on February 8, 1917 at age 61. Isaac Hadden Jr. died in January 1974. 

 

 

John Torrance Lydick 

(John Lydick
5
, Rachel

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

*ÏÈÎȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ*Ȣ 4Ȣȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ4ÏÄÄȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ άȟ ΫβγΪ ÉÎ 'ÒÁÎÔ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ. He assumed the 

responsibility of head of household after his father died in 1912. He registered for the draft in 1917 

from Clymer and asks for exemption because he had his mother to support. Mrs. Rachel Lydick 

was listed as his next of kin. He is described as a tall slender man with blue eyes and brown hair.  

On the February 1920 census he is called Todd J. Lydick age 29 and works as a coal miner. By 1942 

he was married and gives Mrs. Sylvia Lydick as his contact person. She was the former Sylvia 

(Harmon) Patterson daughter of Archie Harmon. John and Sylvia had two sons; Donald and 

Arthur Lydick. 

 

 

Samantha Keturah  McCracken   

(Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Samanthaȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ+ÅÔÕÒÁhȱ was born November 11, 1863 in Green Township, Indiana County Pa. She 

ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÁÓ Ȱ3Ȣ +ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÅȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ+ÁÔÈÒÙÎȱȢ  She married Jacob Franklin 

Lowman son of Abram and Catherine (Manner) Lowman. He was born in 1853 and died January 

24, 1927. Samantha had been an invalid since 1933 and died at her home May 13, 1953 and is buried 

in the Greenwood cemetery in Indiana. Her children are Clair Thomas (1883) Matthias Bert (1885) 

Franklin Blair (1886), Guy Winton (1889), Dolly (1891), Budd Louis (1892) and K. Alice Lowman 

(1902). 

 

Clair Thomas Lowman 

(Clair Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Clair, son of Jacob and Katurah (McCracken) Lowmanȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ Ϋβȟ Ϋββά ÏÒ ȭβέȢ (Å ÇÉÖÅÓ 

his birth date as 1882 on his WW I draft card and 1883 on the WW II draft card. He was born in 

Grant Township and married September 7, 1904, Edith Isenberg born in August 1887, daughter of 
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John and Rose Isenberg of White Township. The family is found in White Township on the 1910, 

ȭάΪ ÁÎÄ ȭέΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ Ϋέ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ #ÌÁÉÒ ÄÉÅÄ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ Ϋέȟ ΫγΰΫ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ 

buried in the Greenwood cemetery in Indiana. Edith died after May 1977.  

The children of Clair and Edith Lowman are Ellsworth, Mrs. Savannah Geisel (1907), Ralph, twins 

Blair and Clair (1911) Blair lives in Danbury Connecticut and Brig. General Clair married Ella 

Virginia Miller and lives in Holyoke Mass., William K. (1913), Donald (1915) lives in Dorien Conn., 

Horace (1916), George (1918), Mrs. Betty E. Hetrick (1920), Dallas (1923), Mrs. Rosalie Snyder (1925) 

and Mrs. Ada Jacoby (1927). 

 

Ellsworth Lowman 

(Ellsworth6, Clair Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Ellsworth, son of Clair and Edith Lowman was born September 10, 1905 in White Township 

Indiana County Pa. and married about 1927, Martha Grace Adams. They lived in Indiana Borough 

until 1954 when they moved to Lackawanna NY where he died on August 26, 1969 at the Beth 

Steel Medical Center. He was returned to Indiana and is buried in the Greenwood cemetery.  

He had five sons and two daughters; Joseph C. (1926), Louisa B. (1927), Arlene (1929), Ellsworth Jr., 

Robert, Raymond and Leonard.  Leonard died young. Louise married Irvin Drotar and moved to 

Cleveland Ohio and Arlene married Michael Zbur and lived in Indiana. 

 

Ralph Edward Lowman 

(Ralph6, Clair Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Ralph, son of Clair, was born February 1, 1909 in White Township, Indiana County and married 

Almeda Henneman. They lived in Indiana County until 1943 when they moved to Natrona near 

Pittsburg. He was working as a truck driver.and died February 20, 1946 at the Columbia hospital 

in Pittsburg from injuries received when a truck ran over him at work. He is buried in the 

Prospect cemetery at Tarentum. He had six daughters; twins, Della and Ella, Arlene, Nancy, 

Sandra and Patricia.  

 

Matthias Bert Lowman 

(Matthias Lowman
5
, Samantha

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Matthiasȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÅÒÔȱ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ *ÁÃÏÂ ÁÎÄ +ÅÔÕÒÁÈ ,Ï×ÍÁÎ was born October 12, 1885 in Grant 

Township Indiana County and was married twice. His first wife was Celia Mary Mock born in 

White Township on February 9, 1889 to Simon and Mary Amanda (Ferrier) Mock. They were 
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married November 4, 1908 and are found on the 1910 census in the Borough of Indiana with one 

child, Paul. He reports that he is 25 and has been married for three years (1907) and works as a 

teamster for a coal company. His wife Celia is 21 and has given birth to one child that still lives. 

They had two children Paul E. Lowman (March 29, 1909 ɀ October 19, 1979) married Hazel 

McCullough and Dolly K. Lowman (July 4, 1911 ɀ February 25, 1996) married Harry Deabendfer. 

Celia died in Cherryhill Township on June 11, 1912.  

Abstract from the Indiana Messenger June 12 and 19, 1912. 

Mrs. Celia Lowman, wife of Bert Lowman of Kenwood was badly burned last Friday evening (June 

7, 1912) when her skirts ignited from a smoldering fire. On Thursday evening Mr. Lowman had 

gathered a pile of brush to burn and the following day Mrs. Lowman went to gather some ashes 

for her cucumber seeds when a breeze stirred up the flames and caught her skirts on fire. Her 

husband rushed to her aid and put out the flames but not in time to save her life. She died the 

following Tuesday. (June 11, 1912)  

He next married in 1917, a divorcee, Elsie Mae (Gamble) Wetzel and had four children with her; 

Alice (1917 - 1975), Guy (1920 ɀ 1989), Russell (1927 ɀ 1985) and Delores (1933 ɀ 1983). They lived in 

New Kensington, Westmoreland County in 1918 when he registered for the draft and reported his 

next of kin as May Lowman. He was described as medium height, slender build, blue eyes and 

light brown hair. In 1942 he is living in Grant Township at age 57 and gives his mother Mrs. 

Coutiour Lowman(The spelling is an obvious corruption of Keturah) as his contact person. He 

died in October 1965. 

 

 

Franklin Blair Lowman 

(Franklin Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

&ÒÁÎËÌÉÎ ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÌÁÉÒȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ άγ Ϋββΰ ÏÒ ΫββαȢ (Åȟ ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÔÈÅÒ ÄÉÄȟ ÇÉÖÅÓ Ô×Ï ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ 

dates for his birth on the draft registration cards. In 1918 he was still single and living in New 

Kensington, Westmoreland County. He reports that he is working as an engineer for L. H. 

Heleman & Company. He was described as a man of medium height and build with blue eyes and 

brown hair. He had a disabled hand. He is found on the census reports from 1900 through 1930 

living at home in White Township and single. On his 1942 draft registration he is still living at 

home and gives his mother as his contact person spelling her name as Mrs. Coutura Lowman. He 

died in Indiana in February 1973. 
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Guy Winton Lowman 

(Guy Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Guy was born March 14, 1889. He was still single and working the farm for his father in White 

Township in 1918 when he registered for the WW I draft. He is described as medium height and 

build with gray eyes and brown hair. In 1930 he was still single at age 40 and living at home with 

his mother and brother and working the farm. By 1942 he was living in White Township with his 

sister Alice Lowman and reports he is a self employed farmer. There is no evidence that he ever 

married. He died in 1949.  

 

Dolly Lowman 

(Dolly Lowman
5
, Samantha

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Dolly was born about 1892 and never married. She lived at home through 1920 and worked for the 

Bell Telephone Company. 

 

Budd Louis Lowman 

(Budd Lowman5, Samantha4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Budd was born October 8, 1893 in Grant Township, Indiana County and was married July 30, 1914 

to Mary Bell Stormer born in 1894 a daughter of William P. and Clara Stormer of White Township. 

By 1917 when he registered for the draft he had two children and at that time he was working as a 

delivery man for H. H. Steving and son and learning the undertaking business. He is described as 

tall, slender, brown eyes and black hair.  

They are found on the 1920 and 1930 census reports in the town of Indiana with three children; 

Lloyd (1915), William (1917) and Wayne (1920). By 1942 they have moved to Erie Pa.  

 

 

K. Alice Lowman 

(Alice Lowman
5
, Samantha

4
, John

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Alice was born about 1902 and was single in all reports examined. She worked for The Quaker Oil 

Corporation Sterling Oil Division for many years. 
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John H. McCracken  

(John4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

John H. McCracken is the youngest son of John P. H. McCracken born about 1867 in Grant 

Township Indiana County. We cannot positively connect John with any other member of the 

family after 1880. 

 

Elsie Eva McCracken  

(Elsie4, John3, James2, James McCracken1) 

Elsie was born January 6, 1873 and married Robert Lambing. She died at home in Rayne Township 

Indiana County on August 14, 1907 of tuberculosis and is buried at $ÅÃËÅÒȭÓ Point cemetery. They 

had no children. 

 

Nancy Jane McCracken  

(Nancy3, James2, James McCracken1)  

Sister of Elizabeth was born about 1825 and married Robert Bumgardner Á ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈȭÓ 

husband Leonard. Robert was born about 1812.  They are listed on the 1850 census in Goshen 

Township as Robert age 38 a farmer, Nancy age 25, E. R. (f) age 5, George F. 3, Lucinda 1 and 

Helen age 12. (Helen is the daughter of Elizabeth and Leonard above.) 

In 1860 in Shawsville and are listed as Robert Bumgardner age 48, Nancy 34, Margaret 15 (this 

appears to be the female E. R. listed in the previous census), Lucinda 11, Robert Leonard 5 and 

John 3. The 1870 census of Shawsville, Clearfield County lists the family as Robert age 58, Jane 45, 

Charles T. age 13 and Minnie age 5.  

On the June 9, 1880 census in Lawrence Township Robert is living with his daughter, Margaret 

and her husband, Hugh Krise at age 69 when he tells us his father was born in Ireland and his 

mother in Germany.  Nancy Jane age 56 and granddaughter Minnie age 14 live in a separate 

household in Lawrence Township. For whatever reason, Robert and Nancy are not living together.  

 

Margaret Bumgardner   

(Margaret Bumbgardner
4
, Nancy

3
, James

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Was born in March 1845 and married Hugh Krise born about 1827 a son of Valentine and Nancy 

(Gallagher) Krise. They are found on the 1880 census in Lawrence Township with three sons, 

Sherman born 1871, Jesse born 1875 and Joseph born 1878 and a daughter Ida May Krise born in 

January 1880. -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ Bumgardner also lives in the home at age 69 and listed as 

married. He tells us his father was born in Ireland and his mother in Germany. 
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