
 

 

  

  

Robert McCracken & 
Rachel Straw 
 

    Compiled and Published by Erie B. Randall ɀ Copyright 2008 A.D.   
 

 



ii  

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Robert McCracken 1777ɀ1852 & Rachel Straw ................................ ................................ .........................  1 

William McCracken ......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Hiram McCracken ........................................................................................................................................ 3 

Julian McCracken ........................................................................................................................................ 17 

Robert Greenwood McCracken ................................................................................................................. 24 

Lewis McCracken ....................................................................................................................................... 25 

David McCracken....................................................................................................................................... 37 

Hezekiah McCracken ................................................................................................................................. 38 

Josephine McCracken ................................................................................................................................ 40 

Ashley Hill McCracken ............................................................................................................................... 41 

Arthur McCracken ...................................................................................................................................... 41 

Amanda McCracken .................................................................................................................................. 42 

Seth Clover McCracken ............................................................................................................................. 48 

John Nicholas McCracken............................................................................................................................... 51 

David Wilson McCracken ........................................................................................................................... 51 

Sarah Rachel McCracken ........................................................................................................................... 53 

Elizabeth Jane McCracken ......................................................................................................................... 53 

James McCracken ........................................................................................................................................... 57 

Rachel McCracken ..................................................................................................................................... 58 

Margaret McCracken ................................................................................................................................. 58 

David McCracken ........................................................................................................................................... 67 

Catherine McCracken ................................................................................................................................ 67 

Lucretia Jane McCracken ........................................................................................................................... 70 

Robert Clinton McCracken ......................................................................................................................... 71 

Margaret Elmira McCracken ..................................................................................................................... 74 

Harriett McCracken ................................................................................................................................... 74 

David Grier McCracken ............................................................................................................................. 74 

John Leonard McCracken .......................................................................................................................... 77 

Rachina Elizabeth. McCracken .................................................................................................................. 77 

Wesley P. McCracken ................................................................................................................................ 78 

Cornelius Dale McCracken ............................................................................................................................ 79 

Elmer Elsworth McCracken ....................................................................................................................... 79 

Robert Jefferson McCracken ...................................................................................................................... 82 

Elizabeth M. McCracken ........................................................................................................................... 83 

Isaac Franklin McCracken ......................................................................................................................... 87 

Lulu McCracken ......................................................................................................................................... 88 

Robert McCracken ......................................................................................................................................... 89 

Elmira McCracken ..................................................................................................................................... 89 

Ruth McCracken ........................................................................................................................................ 90 



iii  

 

Cornelius Dale McCracken ........................................................................................................................ 92 

Jesse T. McCracken .................................................................................................................................... 93 

Clark McCracken ....................................................................................................................................... 94 

James H. McCracken .................................................................................................................................. 94 

George McCracken..................................................................................................................................... 95 

Sarah McCracken ....................................................................................................................................... 97 

Eli Bloom McCracken ................................................................................................................................ 98 

Wesley McCracken .................................................................................................................................... 98 

Bertha McCracken ..................................................................................................................................... 98 

George McCracken ........................................................................................................................................ 102 

Minerva Prudence McCracken ................................................................................................................. 102 

Calvin L. McCracken ................................................................................................................................. 102 

Lewis Emory McCracken .......................................................................................................................... 103 

Frank McCracken ...................................................................................................................................... 104 

Edgar McCracken ...................................................................................................................................... 105 

William Bertfield McCracken  ................................................................................................................... 105 

Harry Oberlin McCracken ........................................................................................................................ 107 

Murray P. McCracken ............................................................................................................................... 107 

Levi McCracken ............................................................................................................................................. 107 

Sarah McCracken .......................................................................................................................................... 107 

Rachel Ann Glasgow ................................................................................................................................. 109 

Richard Taylor Glasgow ............................................................................................................................ 109 

Mary Jane Glasgow ..................................................................................................................................... 112 

Levi Glasgow .............................................................................................................................................. 113 

Sarah Glasgow ............................................................................................................................................114 

Martha Glasgow .........................................................................................................................................114 

Joseph Albert Glasgow ............................................................................................................................... 115 

William Blair Glasgow ............................................................................................................................... 117 

Catherine McCracken ....................................................................................................................................118 

Robert H. Moore ....................................................................................................................................... 119 

Milton Moore  ............................................................................................................................................ 122 

David Moore ............................................................................................................................................. 123 

Allen W. Moore ......................................................................................................................................... 123 

Bertha Moore ............................................................................................................................................ 125 

Martha Moore ........................................................................................................................................... 127 

Sarah Jane Moore ...................................................................................................................................... 127 

Edward Moore ........................................................................................................................................... 127 

Hannah Moore .......................................................................................................................................... 127 

Margaret Moore ........................................................................................................................................ 128 

William Rawley Moore ............................................................................................................................. 128 

Rachel McCracken ........................................................................................................................................ 128 

 





1 

 

Robert  McCracken 1777ɀ1852 & Rachel Straw  
 

 

 

Descendants of Robert McCracken  

Son of James McCracken and Rebecca Greenwood 

 

obert McCracken Sr. is the second son of James McCracken Sr. coming to Clearfield 

#ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ɉΫβΪΪȾΪάɊ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȢ  Ȱ4Ï 2ÏÂÅÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȟ Á 

daughter of Nicholas Straw Sr., one of the most numerous progeny of any family in Clearfield 

County was produced." - A. Y. Straw  1931-  

We first find him in  1806 when he was assessed in the first count of Clearfield County as a 

freeman. On the 1810 census he has 3 males under 10, William, John Nicholas, James and one 

26 to 45, himself and his wife 16 to 26. He is again found in the first count of Penn Township 

in 1814.  

The 1820 Pike township census has four males under 10 (James, David, Cornelius and Robert), 

two 10/16 (William and John Nicholas), and himself 45 or older and the females were one 

under 10 (Sarah), his wife 26 to 45.  

In 1830 in Beccaria Township he has males, one 5/10 (George), two 10/15 (Cornelius and 

Robert), two 15/20 (James and David), two 20/30 (William and John Nicholas) and himself 

50/60.  Females are 2 under 5 (Rachel and Catherine), one 5/10 (Sarah) and one 40/50 his wife.  

Then in 1839 he is assessed in the first count of Ferguson Township and in the 1840 Jordan 

Township census he has males one 15/20 (Levi) two 20/30 (George and Robert) and himself 

60/70 and the females are two 10/15 (Rachel and Catherine) one 15/20 (Sarah) and his wife 

50/60.  

The 1850 census of Ferguson Township shows Robert McCracken as age 72 and a farmer.  His 

wife Rachel is 63, Levi age 26 and Rachel age 22. It was about this time that he sold his 

property in Ferguson Township to George Williams from Centre County and moved to Knox 

Township about a mile above New Millport, Pa where he raised a family of 8 sons and 3 

daughters.  He lived here until his death in 1852.  He married Rachael Straw a daughter of 

R 
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Nicholas Straw and Mary Catherine Dale (See pg 2).  Rachel was born in 1789 and died in 1857.  

She is buried with her husband in Fruit Hill  Cemetery.  Robert McCracken and Rachel Straw 

were married in 1806 and were the parents of eleven children.  

 

 

Christian Dale  Family:  Mary Catherine Dale is a daughter of Christian Dale and Rachael 

Krebs (See Krebs below) of Germany and Centre County Pa.  She was christened as Maria 

Magtsalena into the Lutheran Church in Centre County, Pa. Christian Dale came to America 

September 15, 1749 on the ship "Edenburg", landing at Philadelphia from Franconia. In 

Philadelphia he met and married his wife on March 12th 1754. They later moved to Upper 

Saucon Township in Northampton County, where they remained until 1772. They then moved 

to Union County where he was involved in clearing a tract of land owned by Ludwig Derr. 

That property was later laid out in lots for the town of Lewisburg.  Bucknell College now 

occupies this land.  

During the Revolutionary War he lived in Buffalo Valley then in 1790 they again moved to 

College Township in Centre County where he built a gristmill and a sawmill in 1796. He and 

his wife are buried in the old Dale burying grounds on the hill back of Lamont, PA.  - A. Y. 

Straw page 10  

Christian $ÁÌÅȬÓ parents are Alexander Diehl born about 1710 in Württemberg, Germany and 

Elizabeth Flor ÂÏÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΫαΫί ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÕÃÈÙ ÏÆ 7İÒÔÔÅÍÂÅÒÇȟ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙȢ  !ÌÅØÁÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 

was Jacob Diehl born about 1689.   

 

Notes from Bessie Dale Rhea, referring to Alexander Diehl. 

"At his father's death, he neglected to claim his share of the estate which was placed in the 

English Treasury.  His share amounted to about 200,000 lbs. He came to the U.S. locating in 

Union County, Pennsylvania."  

"In 1797 the name was spelled Diehl. I have not discovered that it was ever pronounced so, nor 

when it was changed back to Dale."  (Signed) Elizabeth Dale (daughter of George Dale) 

October 8, 1902 Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

 

Michael Krebs   was born in Germany in 1677 and died February 21, 1744/45 in New Hanover 

Township, Montgomery County, Pa.  His wife Margaretha Barbara (unknown last name) was 
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also born in Germany in 1676 and died in New Hanover Township on September 24, 1751. 

Michael Krebs came to America in 1734. 

Rachael Krebs  ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÉØÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÏÆ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ ÓÏÎ *ÏÈÎ (ÅÉÎÒÉÃÈ +ÒÅÂÓ (April 18, 1711 ɀ Jan 19, 

1771) and his wife Barbaria Maria Krim (April 1, 1715 ɀ Dec 16, 1778) of New Hanover Township. 

She was born 1736 and died 1808 in College Twp. Center Co. PA.  

 

William McCracken  

(William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

William the oldest of the children of Robert McCracken  was born March 10th 1807 in the 

newly formed Clearfield County.  Clearfield was still under the governmental jurisdiction of 

Centre County that had just a few months earlier, December of 1806, commissioned Alexander 

Read  to take the first count of taxable men and property in Chincleclamousche Township.  

Among those in the territory at that time were Greenwood Bell, the father of Mary Elizabeth 

Bell and Robert McCracken, William McCrackenȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȢ  7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÉØ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ 

when his parents moved to the McNaul farm where he grew up.   

William married Mary Elizabeth Bell . After his marriage they moved to the farm adjoining his 

ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÎ &ÅÒguson Township where he cleared out a farm between New Millport and 

Kerrmoor.  He is found on the 1840 census there with two males under 5 and one son and one 

daughter between 5 and 10 years old.  The 1850 census of Ferguson Township shows they had 

five more children and by 1860 his last two children were born. It was at this time he served a 

three-year term (1859 ɀ 1862) as County Commissioner. 

William and Mary McCracken moved for a time to Virginia but soon returned home to 

Clearfield County where he purchased a property in Lawrence Township where they both 

died.  Mary Elizabeth died on January 16, 1887 and William passed on January 9th 1892.  They 

are buried in Fruit Hi ll Cemetery.  He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church there through 

the years. They are found in Lawrence Township on the 1880 census when William is 73 and a 

farmer and Mary is 67.  The families of William and Mary (Bell) McCracken are: 

 

Hiram McCracken  

(Hiram
4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Hiram was the first son of William  and Mary Elizabeth (Bell) McCracken. He was born 

November 23, 1832 and was considered a very skilled hunter, a trait he inherited from his 

ancestors. He cleared a farm southeast of Kerrmoor and followed lumbering and farming.  He 

married Mariah Michaels  in 1860, a daughter of John Michaels and Jane Lewis. Mariah was 

born March 1, 1840 and died July 7, 1914. Hiram died May 24, 1908. 
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On the 1860 census they live at Marron and Hiram is 27, Mariah is 20 and there is a 1-year-old 

Amanda McCracken lÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÅÌÓÅ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ 

(ÉÒÁÍȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ  On the 1900 census Mariah claims three live births and all are still alive so it 

ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ locate this child again.  

The 1870 census places his family in Lumber City, Ferguson Township and listed as Hiram at 

age 37 and Maria 29.  The children are Robert 9, Lee 7 and Mary 1 as well as 16-year-old David 

Michael working on the farm. By 1900 the household consists of Hiram 65, Maria 59 and a 

grandson Harry Wilkinson   age 11 born September 1887. Harry is the son of their daughter 

Mary and her first husband, Charley Wilkinson  

 

Robert McCracken  

(Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Robert, the oldest son of Hiram was born May 22, 1861 in Ferguson Township, Clearfield 

County, Pa. where he also died on May 14th 1924. His first child Olen is the illegitimate child of 

3ÁÒÁÈ ÁËÁ Ȱ3ÁÄÉÅȱ .Å×ÃÏÍÅÒ born 1868, daughter of William Newcomer and Melissa Bloom. 

Sarah Newcomer died in 1898. 

His death certificate states he died at 10:45 a.m. May 14, 1924 in the Clearfield Hospital and 

was under the care of W. G. Falcaner  M.D. from May 5 to May 14, 1924.  He was a resident of 

Kerrmoor, Pa and had been ill for 10 years. Occupation: Farmer; Name of Father: Hiram 

McCracken, birthplace of father: Pa; Maiden name of Mother: Marie Michaels, birthplace of 

mother: Pa; Undertaker: R. W. Thompson, Clearfield. 

 

The Story of /ÌÅÎȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÁÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÂÙ ÈÉÓ ÓÏÎ:  Ȱ(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÂÙ ÍÙ !ÕÎÔ 

Grace.  Robert Greenwood McCracken  who was my grandfather had an affair with Sadie 

Newcomer. She became pregnant with my father, Olen Quay McCracken.  In those days it was 

a terrible thing for a girl to become pregnant and not be married.  When Robert G. found out 

that she was pregnant he went over to marry her.  She was so angry that she refused to have 

anything to do with him.  As she carried the baby her anger could not be comforted.  It was 

relayed to Robert G. that when the baby was born, she was going to throw the baby into the 

river.  He went and retrieved the baby.  He was working on the Bell farm and Mary Elizabeth 

Bell had no children.  She was in maternal heaven, because now she had a baby in her house.  

Sadie Newcomer eventually married a man named Kester  and she gave birth to another son 

named Henry.  She next married a man by the name of Dickey.  I think she lived a very 

unhappy life because of the first birth.   Robert G. married a lady by the name of Sarah Long.  

When they married, he moved out of the Bell home and Mary Elizabeth was without child 

again.  Robert G. and Sarah Long had a daughter named Nona.  When Robert G. divorced 
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from Sarah Long he moved back to the Bell farm and Mary Elizabeth once again had a baby in 

her house.  It was a wonderful time for her.  Robert G. next married Laura Ella Geddes  and 

moved out of the Bell home and Mary Elizabeth was without child again. You will sometimes 

see her name as Ellie Mc Cracken.  They had one daughter named Grace.  My father and his 

father did not get along well at all.  My father said he was made to work in the woods driving a 

team of horses hauling logs at the age of twelve.  When Robert G. died, he gave the farm to his 

daughter, Grace and my father got nothing.  My father bought the farm from his sister, Grace, 

and decided he was not going to pay her since he considered it his part of the inheritance.  

She started to foreclose on him, and my mother had some money, which she had earned from 

selling eggs and vegetables.  And that is how my mother saved the farm on which your mother 

came to visit as a child.  My father and my aunt did not communicate from that time until my 

father got cancer and was dying.  Aunt Grace came up to the farm to "save" him, because she 

was very religious.  My father and my mother took me out looking for Sadie Newcomer 's 

grave.  All he had to do was to call Aunt Grace and she would have told him that she was in 

&ÒÕÉÔ (ÉÌÌ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄȢ  4Ï ÍÙ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÈÅ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÄÉÄ ÆÉÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÇÒÁÖÅȢ  ) ÏÆÔÅÎ 

think how sad it must have been for him.   I hope that this clarifies some things for you.  Take 

good care of yourself.    Jim   

 

Melissa Bloom, the grandmother of Olen McCracken, was born in 1840 to Matthew and Sarah 

(Polhamus) Bloom born about 1821.  Matthew was born May 12, 1816 and died June 18,1900 in 

Clearfield County, Pa. His grandfather William Newcomer   was born July 1837 the son of John 

Newcomer (born about 1811 in Somerset County) and Mary Railing  born about 1815. 

 

Matthew Bloom ȭÓ family has been traced back to his immigrant ancestors Johann Peter 

Blum, who was born about 1709 in Deirdorf, Germany, and Patience Ayers  born December 9, 

1717 in Middlesex, N. J. a daughter of Obadiah Ayers and Elizabeth Compton. Johann Peter 

Blum died April 3, 1793 and his wife passed in 1794 in Alexandria Township, Hunterdon 

County N. J. 

(Obadiah Ayers  was born November 14, 1694 in Woodbridge, N. J. and died November 29, 

1780 in Sussex County N. J. and was the son of John Ayers and Mary Walker) (Elizabeth 

Compton  was born September 17, 1695 in Piscataway, N. J. the daughter of John Compton and 

Elizabeth Mundy).  

Johann Peter BlumȭÓ ÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÍÅÓÁËÅ *ÏÈÁÎÎ 0ÅÔÅÒ "ÌÕÍ *ÒȢȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ έΫȟ Ϋα30/31 in 

Germany and married Eva Ann Wagner  in 1751 in N. J.  She is the daughter of Johan Adam 

and Anna Maria Wagner ÂÏÔÈ ÏÆ 7ÅÓÔÅÒ×ÁÌÄȟ 'ÅÒÍÁÎÙȢ  4ÈÅ 7ÁÇÎÅÒȭÓ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ 

America in 1744 on board the ship Aurora. Eva Ann died in December of 1796 in Hunterdon 

County, N. J.  Johann Peter Bloom  came to America aboard the ship Two Brothers sailing from 
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Rotterdam and arriving in Philadelphia September 15, 1752.  He settled on a farm in 

Frenchtown, Alexandria Township Hunterdon County N. J. where he fathered a family of 

fourteen children.  He was a member of the German Reformed Church where he was an elder.  

William Bloom   is the anglicized name of Wilhelm Blum, and the first of fourteen children of 

Johann Peter and Eva Ann (Wagner) Blum. He was confirmed in the German Reformed 

Church in Alexandria N. J. on May 19, 1771 and married Mary Mettler  on February 2, 1778.  She 

was born February 8, 1756 the daughter of Johann Philip and Anna Mettler. 

It has been claimed that William Bloom  served for six years in the Revolutionary War but no 

proof of that claim has been found yet.  He and his family were residents of Centre County 

near Old Fort in 1783.  He came to Clearfield County in the spring of 1800 from the Nittany 

Valley in Centre County and built a cabin at the mouth of Anderson Creek near Curwensville. 

The area was later known as "the Pee Wee's Nest" and is now Irvin Park.  He had brought with 

him two sons, John and Benjamin and his daughter Elizabeth ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÅÔÓÙȱȢ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ ×ÁÓ Ϋΰȟ 

John 14, and Ben about 10. Their cabin had no door, as there were no sawmills yet to make 

boards, so they hung a blanket in the doorway to keep the wind out.  Mr. Bloom cleared a 

little patch of groun d and planted turnips. He returned to Nittany that fall to bring the rest of 

the family, leaving the children to keep the cabin until he got back.  For some reason, perhaps 

a severe winter, he didn't get back until the next spring.  John went off to hunt and live with 

the Indians and left Betsy and Ben alone all winter with nothing but turnips to eat. 

William and Mary Bloom   had a family of eleven children. Mary (Mettler) Bloom died at her 

home in Clearfield County on August 1, 1827 and her husband, William Bloom, died 9 months 

later on May 1, 1828. 

Their son John was the fourth child and father of Matthew Bloom and grandfather to Melissa. 

He was born January 25, 1786 in Potter Township, Centre County, Pa. He married Susannah 

High  in 1805 a daughter of Abraham High and Eva Dale also from Centre County.  Susannah 

High was born June 27, 1788. 

John was a large and powerfully built man, and a great hunter. Often he would go hunting 

with the Indians for months at a time.  He purchased land where Bloomington is now located.  

His youngest son, John I. Bloom  inherited his muzzle-loading rifle. 

 

Olen Quay McCracken  

(Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

First son of Robert McCracken  was born June 12, 1888 in Kerrmoor, Pa. and died February 8, 

1956. He spent most of his life in Kerrmoor with the exception of a few months in Ashtola, 

Somerset County where his first daughter was born.  He then moved to Hyde, a suburb of 

Curwensville where the family spent the next eight years.  After his wife died there in 1919 he 
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moved to the Robert McCracken farm where he spent the rest of his life. He ran for County 

Commissioner in 1931 and 1935. 

 Ȱ/ÌÅÎ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ 'Ȣ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ ÈÁs lived near Kerrmoor all his life 

with the exception of eight years at Hyde and is the father of nine children all are still living.  

He has been a public servant in the rural delivery service, on election boards, and has been an 

active member of the U.M.W. of A (United Mine Workers of America) serving as recording 

secretary and check weigh man at Hyde, and is now a member of the Brick and Clay Workers 

Union No. 448, at Curwensville.  His present occupation is farming and kiln firing.  He was a 

candidate four years ago, receiving the third highest vote, and respectively asks the citizens of 

Clearfield County to consider his experience and past record.  He says, "If elected I will bend 

every effort to repay the voters in every possible service." 

Olen McCracken was married in 1909 in Cumberland Maryland to Erie Mae Dillon, daughter 

of James Jefferson Dillon of Somerset County Pa. They had six children; Amy Ruth, Howard 

Allen, Jessie Mae, Woodrow Bryan, Robert and Erie Belle.  

 

 

 

James Jefferson Dill en  was born January 10th 1845 in McCoysville, Tuscarora Township 

Juniata County, Pa. to John Dillon and Mary Vines  both of Juniata. He married Catherine 

Straw  daughter of Christian Straw and Jane Lytle. 

John Dillon is on the 1860 census in East Waterford, Tuscarora Township, Juniata County as: 

John Dillon age 56 laborer, Mary Dillon wife age 55, Oliver Dillon son age 23, John Dillon son 

age 21, Mary C. Dillon daughter age 18 and James J. Dillon son age 14 all born in Pa.  There is a 

James Vines  found in a neighboring township on the 1820 census with a daughter the right 

age to be Mary Vines the wife of John Dillon but no documentation has been found to prove 

it.   

The 1870 census has John Dillon at age 65 occupation ɀ hunter, wife Mary age 64 living in 

McCoysville with no children at home.  John Dillon is shown in the mortality index in 

Tuscarora Township as having died in April of 1880 at about age 75 of old age and married.  

The spelling variations are Dillon Dillen and Dillin  

James Jefferson Dillen  is shown in the 1870 Census in Ansonville, Jordan Township, Clearfield 

County, Pa. as James J. Dillon 25, Cutting logs, personal estate 200, Catherine wife 24, keeping 

house, and Mary Belle daughter age 1 month at home, born in May 1870 all were born in Pa. 
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1878 Caldwell's Atlas page 211 column 2 lists J. J. Dillen on 38 acres with a Lumber City address, 

his occupation is farmer & lumberman.  

His household is again listed in the 1880 census in Ferguson Township, Clearfield County, Pa. 

as follows James J. Dillen age 35, farmer, Catherine wife age 34, keeping house, Mary B, 

daughter age 10, James H. son age 8, Blanch J. daughter age 6, Martha E. daughter age 3, 

George son age 1, Jane Straw mother-in-law age 57. 

He is still in Ferguson Township on the 1900 census shown as Jefferson Dillen born January 

1845 age 55.  Married 25 years owns a 34-acre farm no mortgage.  His wife Catherine born 

August of 1845 age 54 is the mother of nine children all still living. The children are listed as 

Ella age 24 born January 1876, single.  Erie age 17 born January 1883, Merrill , son age 14 born 

July 1885 and Carl age 9 born June 1891. 

On the 1910 census he is in Windber, Somerset County Pa. as James J. Dillen age 65, married 

40 years occupation salesman. Catherine age 64 the mother of 9 children, Merle son age 23, 

single.  James J. holds a Patton No. 816005 for a burglar alarm he, or his brother John, invented 

and James is marketing it in Somerset County.  James Jefferson Dillen died September 2, 1910. 

 

Their children were Mary Belle born May 30, 1870 in Ansonville, Clearfield County.  She 

married Elmer Ellsworth Haagen  of Clinton County in 1891. James Howard Dillen  born 

November 13, 1871, Blanch Jane born February 16, 1874, Martha Ellen, born October 24, 1876, 

George Straw Dillen born October 8, 1878, Anna Margaret born February 23, 1881, Erie Mae 

born January 1, 1883 and Merrill born July 14, 1885.  The children of Olen McCracken  and Erie 

Mae Dillen are: 

 

 

Amy Ruth McCracken  

(Amy7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Amy, the first child of Olen and Erie (Dillen ) McCracken  was born in Ashtola, Somerset 

County on December 9, 1909 and died April 10, 2001 in Lawton Oklahoma.  She was the wife of 

Paul Spurgen Stevens  who was born January 25, 1901 and died December 4, 1966.  They had 

one daughter Earlene Mae Stevens. Earlene married Danny Ray Seigler in 1973 and had three 

children Denise, Noel and Jared. 
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Howard Allen McCracken  

(Howard7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Howard, the first son of Olen and Erie McCracken was born in Hyde, Pa. September 29, 1911.  

He died December 30, 1985 at the VA Medical Center, Fort Howard, Md.  Howard married 

!ÎÔÏÉÎÅÔÔÅ ÁËÁ Ȱ4ÏÎÉÅÔÔÅȱ 'ÁÌÉÏ  on December 31st Ϋγέβ ÁÔ 3ÁÉÎÔ 4ÉÍÏÔÈÙȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ 

Curwensville where the Galio family were members. Toniette was born May 14, 1915 in Niles, 

Ohio the daughter of James and Esabella (Moraglotta) Galio.  She died April 8, 1968 at the 

Clearfield Hospital.  Her surviving siblings are Jerome, Sandy, Angeline Daub, Anthony, 

Dominic , Mrs. James Lemmo, Mrs. Joseph Markievich, Mrs. Gilio Osti, and Joseph.  Two 

sisters and one brother preceded her in death. After the death of his first wife Howard married 

September 18, 1977, the widow Gladys (Anderson) Ruckle.  Howard and Toniette had five 

children; 

 

o Robert McCracken married Constance Irene Law. They had one son Sean Robert 

McCracken. 

o Rose Marie McCracken  married William Lewis Billott  and had four children; William 

Lewis, Douglas Eric, Beth Lynne and Christopher Wayne Billotte.    

o Judith Ann McCracken  married (1) Clifford Charles Gourley (2) David Allen Shaw. Her 

children were Lisa Lee, Clifford Scott and Jill Ann Gourley 

o Amy Jean McCracken married Donald Eugene Ireland and had two children Gregory 

Howard and Jennifer Michele Ireland. 

o James Allen McCracken  born May 29, 1939 died March 29, 1991 at the VA Medical 

Center in Oklahoma City at the age of 51. He was returned to Pennsylvania to be 

buried in Fruit Hill cemetery with the family.  

 

Jessie Mae McCracken 

 (Jessie
7
, Olen

6
, Robert

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Jessie, the second daughter of Olen and Erie McCracken  was born February 26, 1913 at Hyde, 

Pa. and died May 17, 1982 at Lawton, Oklahoma  She married first Thomas Edward Mathews  

(born July 10, 1916 and died April 26, 1994 at Clearfield) with whom she had four daughters.  

Dorothy Mae, Amy Ruth born March 1, 1938 died a very tragic death at the hands of her 

husband on October 16, 1962 in California.  Judy Edith Mathews born December 17, 1941 died 

in April 1997 in Lawton Oklahoma and Phyllis Jean Mathews. After Jessie and Thomas were 

divorced she married April 6, 1946, Edgar Harshman.  They had one son, Philip John 

Harshman that lived only a few days. Edgar Harshman died June 2, 1952. 
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o Dorothy Mae, first daughter of Jessie McCracken and Thomas Mathews, married Cody 

Walter Weaver with whom she had two daughters Laurie Denise and Debbie Rae 

Weaver. Her second husband was James Thomas Van Huss with whom she had two 

more children Diane Lynn and Jamie Dale Van Huss. Her third husband was Paul A. 

Huefner who gave her three more children; Thomas Edward, Paul Anthony and Terry 

Allen Huefner. Her fourth and last husband was also her second, James Van Huss. 

o Amy Ruth Mathews was born March 1, 1938 and died October 16, 1962 in California. 

She married Arnold Lee Kelly and had one son Allen Lee Kelly. 

o Judy Edith Mathews was born December 17, 1941 and died in Lawton Oklahoma. She 

married Floyd Thomas Lambert and had three sons Darrel William, Randall Thomas 

and David Wayne Lambert. 

o Phyllis Jean Mathews married Robert Manuel Garrett and had one daughter and three 

sons; Carlene Renee, Robert Darren, Ronald Dean and Shawn Andrew Garrett. 

  

 

Woodrow Bryon McCracken  

(Woodrow7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Ȱ7ÏÏÄÉÅȱ was born September 16, 1914 at Hyde, Pa. and died April 15, 1942 in WW II at 

Corregidor Island. 

Clearfield Progress April 27, 1942 - Kerrmoor Man is killed in Action in Philippines : Word has 

been received here by Mr. and Mrs. Olen McCracken  from the War Department that their 

son, Pvt. Woodrow McCracken, 27 was killed in action April 15 on the Philippine Islands.  

Although the War Department does not state the exact location where he was killed it is 

believed that it happened when the Bataan Peninsula was captured by the Japanese. 

Pvt. McCracken enlisted in the armed forces on May 7, 1941, and October 13, 1941 was the last 

letter his family had received from him.  He served five years in the C.C.C. prior to entering 

the armed services.  Two other sons of the -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎȭÓ' are now serving their country. They 

are: Technical Sergeant Bruce Olen McCracken, 21, a graduate of Clearfield High School, who 

enlisted in May 1939 and at present, is a candidate for West Point.  He is stationed in New 

York City.  Pvt. Robert McCracken, 25, is the other son in service and is stationed in the 

Hawaiian Islands.  He enlisted January 16, 1940.  Surviving Woodrow are his father and nine 

brothers and seven sisters. Nine of them are now living at home. 
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Robert McCracken  

(Robert7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Robert was born September 7, 1916 at Hyde, Pa. and died in November of 1981 at Caldwell 

Canyon, Idaho. 

 

Erie Belle McCracken  

(Erie
7
, Olen

6
, Robert

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Erie, the youngest child of Olen and Erie (Dillen) McCracken was born July 24, 1919 at Hyde, 

Pa. and died June 30th 1989 at Sykesville, Pa.  She married December 18, 1938 Levi Dale 

McCracken (born October 19, 1912 died July 18, 1993 at DuBois, Pa.)  Their family was  

o John Dale McCracken married Joanne Crandall and had three daughters Lori Ann, 

9ÖÏÎÎÅ -ÁÒÉÅ ÁÎÄ "ÅÔÔÙ ,ÏÕ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ×ÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ #ÁÒÏÌ -ÁÈÁÆÆÅÙ. 

o Erie Belle McCracken married Arthur Wallace Randall born June 12, 1932 and died 

February 10, 1973 in California. They had three daughters; Colleen Kay born May 6, 

1960 and died April 24, 1977, Kathleen Anne married (1) Clifford Lowery with  whom 

she had two daughters Carin May and Candice Lynn Lowery. (2) Robert Bergey and 

had two more children; Shane Bryant and Jennifer Paige Bergey. Tammy Sue Randall 

married (1) David John Maxwell and had one daughter Jessica Ann Maxwell (2) Kurt 

Christian Pirmann and had a son Erik Randall Primann.  

o David Merrill  McCracken married Susan Jane Larson and had two daughters and twin 

sons. Donna Mae McCracken, daughter of David married Mark Richard Kordus and 

had two sons, Adam and Alex Kordus. Paula Jane married and had several children, 

Twins David Paul and Daniel Lyn are both married with children. 

o Shirley Kay McCracken, daughter of Erie and Levi McCracken married Arthur Irwin 

Sinclair and had two children Christine Belle and Joseph Dale Sinclair they both have 

families. 

o Robert Allen McCracken, had two children Robert Colt and Amy Erica Grey. 

Erie Mae (Dillen) McCracken died 9 days after the birth of her youngest daughter.  Erie, the 

youngest and Amy Ruth, the oldest, were taken in by their Aunt Belle (Dillen) Haagen after 

the death of their mother on August 2, 1919. 

Olen next married on June 23, 1920 in Cumberland, Allegheny County, Md. Elma Etta 

Conrad, daughter of Moses Conrad and Mary Ellen Condon.  To this marriage were born 

thirteen children. Elma had a daughter, Roxie LaRue Holden when she married. The 

children born to Olen and Elma were Bruce Olen, Daniel Greenwood, Grace Ellen, John Lee, 

William  Emory, Franklin Delano, Mary Etta, Matilda Evelyn, George Hiram, Elma Jane, 

Joseph Ivan, James Hugh and Vera Ann. 
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Roxie Ann LaRue Holden  

Roxie was born July 20, 1918 and married Robert Wilt they had 5 daughters and 2 sons; Johnny 

died in infancy, Betty, Roberta, Geraldine, Violet , Martin (died in 1991)  and Veronica. 

 

Bruce Olen McCracken  

(Bruce
7
, Olen

6
, Robert

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Bruce was born February 16, 1933 and died June 16, 1987 in Sunbury, Northumberland County 

Pa. He married Gladys Rose Birney.   

 

Daniel Greenwood McCracken 

(Daniel7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Daniel was born May 5, 1923, died August 15, 1983 in Buffalo, N. Y. He married Elanor 

Catherine Kaczmarek. Their children were Shirley and Richard both born in Buffalo, NY. 

 

Grace Ellen McCracken  

(Grace7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Á Grace was born December 18, 1924 and married Peter Malinky.  
They had two daughters and four sons. The daughters are Judy, a daughter of Grace prior to 
her marriage with Peter Malinky, and Mona Lee.  Their sons Peter Olen, died in an accidental 
drowning on July 15, 1972 in New Millport where the family lived, Franklin George, Jeffrey Max 
and James Ivan. Grace Malinky died September 13, 1992 Gardiner, Maine. 

 

John Lee McCracken  

(John7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

John was born February 25, 1926 and died December 23, 1994 at the Clearfield Hospital.  He 

married Josephine Rachel Hockenberry on April 26, 1949.  Their children were John, JoAnn, 

David, Elma and Sharon. 

 

William Emory McCracken  

(William 7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 
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William  was born April 9, 1927 and died April 15, 1981.  He married Betty Joan Robertson on 

June 19, 1948.  She was born January 10, 1929 and died March 13, 1993.  The children born to 

William and Betty were William Ol en, Gladys Joanne, Darrel Lee and James Ivan. 

 

Franklin Delano McCracken  

(Franklin7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Frank was born February 16, 1933 and died June 16, 1987 in the hospital in Sunbury, Pa.  He 

married January 18, 1958 Susan June Tornatore.  They have seven children: Gregory C., Mary 

M., Diane E., Joseph E., Kathleen L., Daniel W. and Janice. 

 

Mary Etta McCracken  

(Mary7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mary married Kenneth Edwin Stiner on February 22, 1947. 

 

Matilda McCracken  

(Matilda 7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Matilda  married Roger Dean Laidler January 5, 1957. 

 

George Hiram McCracken  

(George7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

George was born November 20, 1934 and died May 3, 2001 in Syracuse, N. Y. He was married 

on December 14, 1957 to Catherine Jane McLaughlin. 

 

Elma Jane McCracken  

(Elma7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Ȱ*ÁÎÅȱ married Robert Kramer and moved to California they had a son Robert Kramer. 

 

Joseph Ivan McCracken  

(Joseph7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 
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Joseph was born on November 1, 1941 and died April 25, 1999 in Annapolis, Md.  He married 

December 12, 1964 Sallie Ferguson Phillips of Moore County, N. C.  They have two children 

Joseph Patrick and Gretchen Nancy both born in Bucks County, Pa. 

 

James Hugh McCracken  

(James7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

James married Rosalie Margaret Powell on December 22, 1968 and lives in California. 

 

Vera Ann McCracken  

(Vera7, Olen6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Vera married on September 4, 1964 Donald Keith.  They have two sons Kevin and Brian Keith 

and live in Redding, Pa. 

 

Robert McCracken, father of Olen was first married to Sarah Long born about 1869 to Philip 

A. and Mary Long of Pike Township. They had a daughter Nona who married a Mr. Miller. 

Robert and Sarah were divorced. Robert was next married in 1893 Laura Ellen Geddes 

daughter of John R and Henrietta Geddes of Goshen Township to whom his daughter Grace 

was born. 

 

Grace McCracken  

(Grace6, Robert5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Grace, daughter of Robert and Sarah (Long) McCracken was born May 16, 1894. Grace first 

married Ellsworth Adams ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ Á ÈÉÒÅÄ ÈÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÒÍ ÉÎ ΫγΫΪȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÏÎ 

*ÕÌÙ έΫȟ ΫββΰȢ  (Å ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÏÎÔÏ×Î 3ÏÌÄÉÅÒȭÓ ÏÒÐÈÁÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ 5ÎÉÏÎ 

Township, Fayette County.  He registered for the WW I draft in Clearfield June of 1917.  He is 

described as having brown eyes, black hair and medium build.  His occupation was that of 

section hand for the N. Y. C. Railroad.  The second husband of Grace McCracken was Jeffery 

Hill .  They had one daughter. 
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Lee McCracken  

(Lee5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

The second son of Hiram and Mariah McCracken was born August 9, 1865 and married May 

23, 1885 Mary E. McCracken, born 1867, daughter of Daniel Webster McCracken of Ferguson 

Township. Daniel W. McCracken was born Daniel Row les in 1844 the son of William Rowles 

and Mary Henry. He was raised by Greenwood and Mary (Henry) Rowles McCracken. 

Lee McCracken ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ΫβαΪ ÁÎÄ ΫββΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ and in the 

1900 census in Jordan Township with his own family at 35 years old, a restaurant helper and 

married 15 years.  His wife is Mary age 33 with 5 children.  Also in his household in addition to 

his children is a sister-in-law Martha J. McCracken born January 1876 24 years old, single and a 

milliner. The children in the home are listed as Lloyd W. 14, Cartha J. 13, Edna May 11, Ashley 

W. 8, and Stanley 4 months. 

On the 1910 Census in Grampian Lee is the owner of a Pool Room and Mary has only 4 living 

children. The children in the home are Lloyd, Kartha, Edna and Ashley.  On the 1920 census in 

0ÅÎÎ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ÏÎÌÙ !ÓÈÌÅÙ ÁÇÅ άαȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÒÅ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÅȭÓ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ 

lumber dealer.  By 1930 Ashley is gone and Lee is a confectionary storekeeper at age 65. Lee 

McCracken died June 20, 1944 at 80 years old. His wife Mary died March 2, 1938. Lee and Mary 

McCracken had the following children:  

 

William Lloyd McCracken 

(William 6, Lee5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

William , first son of Lee and Mary McCracken, was born March 22, 1886 and married January 

3, 1919, Sadie daughter of William  and Virginia Meckley of Ferguson Township. She was born 

January 18, 1903 and died in February 1978 in Curwensville. They had five children.  Russell 

William was born June 14, 1919, Elva Josephine born August 12, 1920, Lena Evelyn born 

December 28, 1923, Irwin Lee born December 15, 1925, and Willard James born December 25, 

1927.   

 

Kathra Jane McCracken  

(Kathra6, Lee5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Was born April 13th 1887 and married in 1914, William Harrison Derrick born November 15, 

1888 son of James Calvin Derrick and Viola Jennie Rowles of Grampian. In 1917 he was a 

carpenter in Portage, Cambria County. On his draft registration he is described as medium 
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height and build with gray eyes and brown hair.  In 1942 they were living in Portage, Cambria 

County Pa. where the Portage School Board employed him. They had one son William  Derrick 

born October 4, 1914 in Portage Cambria County and died in September 1987. Kathra died 

August 12, 1967at the Johnstown Memorial hospital and her husband died in December 1982. 

They are buried at Forest Lawn cemetery in Johnstown Pa. 

 

Edna May McCracken 

(Edna
6
, Lee

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Edna was born February 12, 1889 and married about 1912, Henry Ambrose Boylan born June 22, 

1884 at Cresson Pa. They are found in Baldwin Township, Allegheny County on the 1920 

census and in Akron, Summit County Ohio on the 1930 census. Henry died November 25, 1965 

and Edna died October 3, 1963 in Akron Ohio. 

 

Ashley W. McCracken 

(Ashley
6
, Lee

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Ashley was born April 14, 1892 in Jordan Township. He is described as medium height and 

build with brown eyes and hair on his draft registration in 1917.  He also claimed exemption on 

the grounds that he declined to leave American territory. At that time he was single and 

working for his father as a farmer. 

 

Stanley McCracken 

(Stanley6, Lee5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Stanley, third son of Lee and Mary McCracken, was born February 2, 1900 died before 1910. 

 

Mary McCracken  

(Mary5, Hiram 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born February 4th 1868 was the only daughter of Hiram and Mariah McCracken married first 

Charles E. Wilkinson, born 1863, the son of Joseph and Mary Wilkinson of Goshen Township, 

coming here from Milesburg, Centre County Pa. after 1870. Mary and Charles had one son, 

Harry. Charley and Mary divorced. 
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Mary then married in 1897 David Wilson Hile.  He was the son of Anthony Hile and Emily 

Bloom ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ Ϋίȟ ΫβήΫȢ $ÁÖÉÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ /ÌÉÖÉÁ 0ÅÏÐÌÅÓ.  They were 

married October 5, 1869 and had two children Maud and Don Boyd Hile.  On the 1920 census 

D. W. Hile  and Mary were living on Susquehanna Ave. in Curwensville and had Hazel D. 

Wilkinson  a granddaughter age 5 in the home. D. W. Hile served in the Civil War with the 2nd 

Regiment, Pa Cavalry 59th Volunteers as a private. D. W. Hile died January 13, 1928. 

 

Harry Wilkinson  

(Harry Wilkinson
6
, Mary

5
, Hiram

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Harry, only son of Mary and Charley Wilkinson was born September 20, 1887 and is found 

living with his grandparents Hiram and Maria McCracken on the 1900 census.  He was 

married in 1914 to Alice Hile a daughter of Lewis L Hile of Curwensville. By 1930 they had 9 

children.  Hazel, Mary, Dorothy, Charles Jr., Elmer, Milton , Louise and two others. 

 

Julian McCracken  

(Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

First daughter of William McCracken and Mary Elizabeth Bell was born July 7, 1834. She 

married Christian Straw ÂÏÒÎ ΫβέΫȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓ ÉÎ ΫβίΪ ÁÎÄ ȭΰΪ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ 

Lumber City, Ferguson Township with their respective families. They were married on 

Christmas day in 1860 and began their own family. 

By 1870 they had seven children and five more by 1880. They lived between Mathew Bloom 

and Thomas Lewis. Julian is found as the head of the household on the 1900 census and tells 

us she has given birth to thirteen children with eleven still living. Her brother, Robert 

McCracken, a widower age 63 is boarding in her home. Christian Straw died January 8, 1898 

and Julian died in June 1912. 

 

Martha Straw  

(Martha Straw
5
, Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Martha, first child of Christian and Julian Straw was born September 8, 1861 and married May 

24, 1883 Steward McCully born in February 1962 to George and Susannah (Newcomer) 

McCully. They are found on the census reports from 1900 through 1930 in Ferguson Township. 

He was a mail carried in 1910 and Martha had lost one of her 9 children by then. Their 

children were; 
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Willis Bernard McCully 

(Willis McCully 6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Willis, their first child was born April 5, 1884 in Ferguson Township and married Alice Irene 

Wall  born June 20, 1888 at Grampian to Curtis and Flora (Newpher) Wall.  They are living in 

Ferguson Township in 1910 with three children Steward, Curtis and Stanley.  Willis registered 

for the draft in 1918. He was living in Irvona and gives Irene as his next of kin. His Uncle Allen 

Straw was the registrar that year and describes Willis as tall and slender.  

Their son Curtis died before the 1920 census but they had three more children Leonard, 

Martha and Bertha. In 1930 Willis and his three oldest sons worked at the brick yard. Willis 

died February 15, 1940 at age 55. Irene died at the home of her son James S. in Irvona on 

December 11, 1959. They are buried in the Watts cemetery in Kerrmoor. 

 

 

Steward McCully 

(Steward7, Willis McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian44, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Steward, first surviving son of Willis and Irene was born about 1907 at Kerrmoor and married 

Mary M. Keith  born June 10, 1910 in Blain City a daughter of James and Sarah (Gallaher) Keith. 

Mary died February 25, 1974 at the Philipsburg hospital and is buried in the Fairview cemetery 

near La Jose. They had six children; Richard, Joan, June, James, Nancy and Robert. 

 

Curtis McCully 

(Curtis7, Willis McCully 6, Martha Straw5, Julian44, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Curtis was born about 1909 and died young. 

 

Lloyd Stanley McCully 

(Lloyd7, Willis McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian44, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lloyd ÁËÁ Ȱ3ÔÁÎÌÅÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ήȟ ΫγΫΪ ÁÔ +ÅÒÒÍÏÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ έΪȟ Ϋγήΰ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

Philipsburg hospital leaving a wife and five children. He is buried in the Fairview cemetery. 
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Leonard L. McCully 

(Leonard7, Willis McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian44, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Leonard was born about 1912. 

 

Martha L. McCully 

(Martha 7, Willis McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian44, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Martha was born about 1914 and married Clayton Riddle and lives in Rossiter Pa. 

 

Bertha Ruth McCully 

(Bertha
7
, Willis McCully

6
, Martha Straw

5
, Julian
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, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Bertha, youngest surviving daughter of Willis and Irene McCully  was born about 1920 and 

ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ -ÁÒÔÉÎ Ȱ"ÕÄȱ -ÉÌÅÓ of Irvona. 

 

Julia McCully  

(Julia McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Julia was born in September of 1885 and married first Frank Bracken and had the following 

children; Jon, Charles, Inez and WilliamȢ  *ÕÌÉÁȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ Lemuel Claude 

Johnston, born in 1882 a son of Alonzo and Annie (Sickenberger) Johnston of Cherryhill  

Township, Indiana County. She and Claude had a daughter Geraldine who married a Mr. 

Wilkins . 

 

Maud McCully  

(Maud McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Maud was born about 1888 and married about 1912, John Peterman born November 20, 1884 a 

son of Thomas and Henrietta Peterman.  Their children were Harry, Maxine, Marian, John 

and Phyllis. He was a slender, medium height man with blue eyes and light hair. 
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Christian Straw McCully  

(Christian McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Christian was born July 14, 1889at Kerrmoor and died November 30, 1967 at the Rest Haven 

home in Curwensville.  

He was a veteran of WW I and registered in Sanders County Montana where he was working 

as a ranch hand on the A. P. McDonald ranch. He was a tall slender man with blue eyes and 

light brown/red hair. After the war he returned to Montana where he worked for some time as 

a woodsman.   

By 1930 he was back home with his parents and later lived in Diamondville Indiana County 

where he registered for the WW II draft giving his sister Julia Johnston as his next of kin. Prior 

to his retirement he worked in Rochester N. Y. He never married. 

 

 

Ruth McCully  

(Ruth McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Ruth was born January 10, 1891 and married about 1911, Dorce Gingery Michaels born 

November 9, 1886 to George and Phoebe (McCracken) Michaels.  He is descended from the 

Jacob Michaels family and Phoebe McCracken is a daughter of John D. and Nancy (Bloom) 

McCracken and descended from the Daniel McCracken family. 

Dorce Michaels was the owner of a barber shop before he married. He registered for the draft 

in 1917 and reports that he is married with two children and is a farmer. He was described as 

medium height and build with light blue eyes and light hair.  He and Ruth are found on the 

ΫγάΪ ÁÎÄ ȭέΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ &ÅÒÇÕÓÏÎ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȠ (Ï×ÁÒÄ, Helen and 

Allen Dean. Dorce Michaels died on March 3, 1947 and Ruth died January 8, 1958. They are 

buried in Watts cemetery. Helen Michaels married Boyd Ross; Howard Michaels was born 

October 6, 1911 and died September 26, 1969. 
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Lettie McCully  

(Lettie McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born May 1892 married about 1915, Ray Augustus Wolfe son of Augustus and Dora (Hile) 

Wolfe of Kerrmoor Clearfield County Pa. When he registered for the draft in 1918 he was 23 

and married with one child. He worked for G. S. Good Fire Brick Company and is described as 

medium height and build with brown eyes and hair. He and Lettie had the following children 

Dorothea, Augustus and Geraldine Wolf. He died July 28, 1951 and in buried in the Watts 

cemetery. Among his survivors is his wife, a ½ brother Joseph Mentz of Sunbury and children 

Mrs. Dorothea Bartell of Curwensville, Augustus of Dallas Texas and Geraldine Barrett of 

Clearfield. 

 

 

 

Howard Benjamin McCully 

(Howard McCully6, Martha Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Howard was born June 6, 1896 in Kerrmoor and married Marguerite Hipps born about 1899 to 

*ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ !ÄÁ ÁËÁ Ȱ(ÁÔÔÉÅȱ (ÉÐÐÓ of Lumber City. Marguerite died before 1974 and Howard 

died in April 1981. They had three children; Harrington, Delphine and one other. 

 

Stephen Leroy McCully 

(Stephen McCully
6
, Martha Straw

5
Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Stephen was born September 1, 1898 in Kerrmoor and married Vada Florence Barrett born in 

January 10, 1897 in Kerrmoor, a daughter of Edward D. and Elsie (Wagner) Barrett, formally of 

Boggs Township and lately of Greenwood Township.  Vada died January 18, 1976 in the 

Clearfield hospital and is buried in the Watts cemetery. Stephen died after 1976. They had six 

children; Victo r, Clifford, Torrence, Vivian (Mrs. James Gill), Stephen and Warda who died 

young. 
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Phoebe Straw  

(Phoebe Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Phoebe second daughter of Christian and Julian Straw was born January 19, 1863 and died in 1945. 

She married John McCracken son of John D. McCracken and Nancy Jane Bloom. The descendants 

of John and Phoebe McCracken will be shown in the Daniel McCracken chapter. 

 

Robert Jefferson Straw  

(Robert Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

2ÏÂÅÒÔ ÁËÁ Ȱ*ÅÆÆÅÒÓÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ !ÐÒÉÌ γȟ Ϋβΰή ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ΫγΫΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ Ferguson 

Township with his mother Julian age 76 and widowed and a single brother and sister, William and 

Mary. He died in June 1916 unmarried. 

 

William Hudson Straw   

(William Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

William was born August 2, 1865and never married. He died April 23, 1923. 

 

Allen Straw  

(Allen Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Allen was born November Ϋβȟ Ϋβΰΰ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ΫβαΪ ÁÎÄ ȭβΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȢ (Å ÄÉÅÄ 

before 1910 unmarried. 

 

Harry Straw 

(Harry Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

(ÁÒÒÙ ÁËÁ Ȱ(ÏÒÒÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ άγȟ Ϋβΰα ÉÎ Clearfield County, Pa. and married January 1, 

1901 in Prospect Virginia, Mary Alice McCracken daughter of Ashley Hill McCracken. Horry and 

Alice were first cousins. Ashley, father-in-law and Julian, mother of Horry were brother and sister.  

Mary Alice was born October 19, 1877 in Buckingham County, Virginia and died 1985 in Prospect, 

Virginia.  

!ÌÉÃÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ΫγΫΪ ÁÎÄ ȭάΪ ÃÅÎÓÕÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÉÎ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏȟ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ %Ä×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ 

parents as a widow with one child. She is a school teacher and tells us that she has given birth to 

four children with only one surviving. Harry died August 11, 1907 and Mary Alice died in April 

1986. 
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Ashley Christian Straw  

(Ashley6, Harry Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Ashley was born January 13, 1903 and married Mary Jessie Swingle born 1903.  They had two 

children James A. Straw and Mary Ethel Straw born in 1930.  She married Herbert Sunderland 

Beal. 

 

Mary Straw  

(Mary Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mary was born June 29, 1869 and never married. 

 

Amanda Straw  

(Amanda Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Amanda was born January 5, 1872 and married about 1900, Joseph Rich born about 1865 to 

German immigrants Ferdinand and Margaret Rich of Troutville, Brady Township. Amanda and 

James had one son before he died in 1918. Amanda died in February 1943 in Clearfield County and 

is buried in Watts cemetery. 

 

James Rich  

(James Rich
6
, Amanda Straw

5
, Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

James was born about 1911 and married after 1920, Loraine Bell and had three children; James Jr., 

Dorothy , and Helen Rich. James is found in Olean, Cattaraugus County NY in 1930. He is listed as 

a widower at age 58. His mother and three children live with him. 

 

Margaret Delila Straw 

(Margaret Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Margaret was born April 16, 1874 and married Charles Olson.  She died in 1922. 

 

Mae Olson  

(Mae Olson
6
, Margaret Straw

5
, Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Mae married Cortez McCracken.  He was born December 1, 1892.  Their family is noted under his 

name in the Lewis McCracken family. 
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William Olson 

(William Olson6, Margaret Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

William Olson married and lives in Detroit Michigan.  

 

Fannie E. Straw  

(Fannie Straw5, Julian4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Fannie was born December 22, 1876 and died November 1903 unmarried. 

 

Harriett E. Straw  

(Harriett Straw
5
, Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Harriett was born August 6, 1877 and died April 9, 1888 unmarried. 

 

George Bernard Straw  

(George Straw
5
, Julian

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

'ÅÏÒÇÅ ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÅÒÎÉÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ άάȟ 1879 and married Elmedia Lewis a daughter of Robert 

Lewis.  They were living in Ferguson Township in January 1920 with five children; Earl age 11, 

Presley (Howard) age 9 years 4 months, Sara 6 years 4 months, Mildred 4 years 2 months and 

Ruth 2 years 6 months. By 1930 they lived in Pine Township, Indiana County. Earl is married and 

in his own home his wife is Janie and both are 21. Bernard and wife have another daughter 

Bonnetta (1927). Ruth married Walter L. Young born May 25, 1898. They have a daughter. Bernard 

worked most of his life in the fire brick mines. His physical description is; medium height and 

build with blue eyes and brown hair. 

 

 

Robert Greenwood McCracken  

(Robert4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Robert, second son of William McCracken and Mary Elizabeth Bell was born September 3, 1836 in 

Clearfield County, Pa. and died August 22, 1901.  He married February 18, 1866, Margaret Young 

born 1845 in Centre County. She died in June of 1893. She is the daughter of Albert Young Jr. (1809 

ɀ 1881) and Mary Wagner (1812 ɀ 1898).  Margaret Young is the sister of John Wagner Young who 
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married Mary McCracken daughter of Greenwood son of Thomas McCracken.  Robert G. and 

Mary are second cousins.  

Robert G. McCracken enlisted in the Civil War on May 10, 1861.  He was mustered in as a corporal 

on May 29th ÁÔ (ÁÒÒÉÓÂÕÒÇȢ  (Å ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÇÅ άίȟ ίȭγȱ ÆÁÉÒ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØÉÏÎȟ ÂÌÕÅ ÅÙÅÓȟ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÉÒȢ 

Residence: Lumber City, occupation: carpenter.  He was mustered out June 11, 1864.  Robert G. 

McCracken and Margaret Young had a daughter Mary Bertha born in May 1870 who died shortly 

after her marriage to Robert Hunter and left no family. 

 

Lewis McCracken  

(Lewis
4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Lewis, third son of William and Mary McCracken was born February 28th 1838 and worked on his 

ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÒÍ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ άά ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÉÆÅ $ÏÒÃÁÓ ,Å×ÉÓ. They built a 

ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌ ÆÁÒÍ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÎÅ ÍÉÌÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ +ÅÒÒÍÏÏÒȢ  (Å ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ 

crops and fruit trees as well as a little dairy farming. He was a staunch democrat and a member of 

the Baptist Church.  He had been elected to several township offices on the democrat ticket. 

Lewis and Dorcas and family are found on the 1870 census in Lumber City with their youngest 

child being Laura age 4 months born in February 1869. 

By 1880 Lewis and his wife Elizabeth (McGarvey) are listed with his four children and an unnamed 

infant daughter born in July 1879 and her daughter Roberta McGarvey age 7. In 1900 still in 

Ferguson Township the household consists of Lewis and Elizabeth, their two daughters Stella age 

20, Delta age 13, Bertie and her husband Calvin Witherow and their three children Stella, Bethel 

and Martha Witherow  and William McCracken son of Dorcas and Lewis age 32. In 1910 all the 

children have left home and Lewis is 72 and Elizabeth is 62 and has given birth to four children 

with two still living.  

Dorcas Susannah Lewis was born September 12, 1841 in Elk County, Pa. a daughter of Ruben Lewis 

and Mary Ann Dent. Dorcas McCracken died before September 21, 1876 when Lewis married 

Elizabeth McGarvey. She came to the marriage with a daughter Roberta McGarvey.  Lewis 

McCracken died July 3, 1911. Lewis and Dorcas (Lewis) McCracken had the following family: 

 

Ellis Lewis McCracken  
(Ellis

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

He has lived in the County all his life; followed farming and lumbering, and was proprietor of a 

hotel in Madera, Pa. for a number of years.  Later he purchased the farm formerly belonging to 

Alexander Ferguson on which he yet [1931] lives." A. Y. Straw. 
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Ellis, first son of Lewis McCracken was born October 9, 1862 in Ferguson Township and died May 

24, 1942. He married Barbara Ellen Barrett on August 18, 1881.  She was the daughter of Hiram and 

Susannah (Myers) Barrett of Elk County.  Barbara died March 14, 1931.  They are in Coalport in 

1900 when Ellis is working in the woods and Ellen reports that she has given birth to seven 

children with six still living. The children in the home are Lauda  M. born February 1883 age 17, 

Sarah E. born June 1885 age 15, Miller S. born June 1890 age 10, Cortez born December 1892, 

Samuel L. born July 1895 age 4 and Ada born October 1897 age 2. 

By 1910 they have moved to Ferguson Township and have had one more child Onedia born in 

1900. In 1910 they are back in Bigler Township where he is the owner/operator of a hotel at age 58. 

The household consists of him and his wife, daughter Ada Richards and her daughter Maud 

Richards, daughter Onedia Shoff and her husband Gard and their son Alfred and a granddaughter 

Irma Sorton (Thorton?) age 5. In January 1921 the whole business section of Madera burned and 

Ellis lÏÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÔÅÌ Ȱ4ÈÅ (ÉÌÅÍÁÎ (ÏÕÓÅȱȢ  In 1930 they are empty nesters and back in Ferguson 

Township pursuing farming. They were the parents of nine children one died as an infant. The 

children are; 

 

Margaret Lavada McCracken 

 (Vada6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

-ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ ÁËÁ ȰVadaȱ, first child of Ellis and Ellen McCracken was born February 5, 1883. She 

married Ralph Langenbacher  of Fort Nutter West Virginia. Their children were Clarence aka 

Ȱ$ÕÔÃÈȱ ÏÆ /ÒÌÁÎÄÏ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁȟ /ÎÅÄÉÁ (Mrs. Charles Harold) of Stonewood West Virginia and Ralph 

Jr. who died young. Ralph Langenbacher died February 18, 1942 and Vada died March 6, 1964 at 

the Clarksburg hospital in West Virginia.  She is buried the Stonewood cemetery in West Virginia. 

 

Sarah E. McCracken 

 (Sarah
6
, Ellis

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Sarah ÁËÁ Ȱ3ÁÄÉÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ Ϋβȟ Ϋββί ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ /ÆÆÁ 4ÈÏÒÎÔÏÎ born August 5, 1882 in 

West Virginia to Daniel and Sarah (Rader) Thornton . They are found in 1918, 1920 and 1930 at the 

same address in East Liverpool Township, Columbiana County Ohio with ten children. He worked 

the kilns at a pottery Co. The children all born in Ohio are Arlene (1907), Clyde H. (1909), Ruth G. 

(1910), Dorothy R. (1911), Erma L. (1914), Dale Lewis (1917), Olive Madge (1919), Mary Helen (1924), 

Norma Lee (1926), and Patricia Ann (1928). 
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Dorcas McCracken  

(Dorcas6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Dorcas, third daughter of Ellis McCracken was born March 31, 1887 and died as an infant. 

 

Miller S. McCracken 

(Miller 6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1)  

Miller , first son of Ellis McCracken was born January 12, 1890 and married about 1910 Edith 

Martin born about 1887, a daughter of William and Samantha Martin of Clifton, St. Lawrence 

County N. Y. He and his wife are living on Camp Clifton Road with her parents for the 1910 census 

and report they have been married less than a year. He is working at a saw mill. In 1930 they have 

their own home and he works for a paper mill. They have no children. On his draft card in 1917 he 

lives in New Bridge, St Lawrence County NY and working for a lumber Company. He is a tall 

slender man with blue eyes and brown hair. 

 

Cortez McCracken  

(Cortez6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Cortez, second son of Ellis was born December 1, 1892 married Mae Olson born March 1, 1898 and 

died April 7, 1975 a daughter of Swedish born Charles Olson and Delila Straw. Cortez and Mae 

Olson are 2nd ÃÏÕÓÉÎÓȢ  #ÏÒÔÅÚȭ ÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒ ,Å×ÉÓ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ ÁÎÄ -ÁÅ /ÌÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÍÏÔÈÅÒ *ÕÌÉÁÎ 

(McCracken) Straw are brother and sister.  

He registered for the draft in 1917 from Kerrmoor and is described as a tall stout man with light 

blue eyes and dark hair. In 1920 they lived in Lumber City with three children; Eva, Ellis and 

Bessie. He sold out about 1922 and moved to Linden NJ and is found there with his wife Mae and 

four children. The addition to the family is Bernice. 

By 1942 still in Linden he had another wife Ethel and worked at Mather Spring Company. About 

1952 they moved to Clark NJ where he died August 12, 1962 and is buried in Rosedale Memorial 

Park in Linden NJ.  He was a retired school custodian. His second wife was Ethel Miller. Cortez 

and Mae (Olson) McCracken had four children Eva, Ellis, Bessie and Bernice. 
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Samuel McCracken  

(Samuel6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Samuel, third son of Ellis McCracken was born July 5, 1895 at Kerrmoor and married Bernice 

Gratton born in November 1897 at Bigler to Patrick and Mary (Murray) Gratton. Patrick and 

-ÁÒÙȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȢ !ÆÔÅÒ their marriage they lived in Madera where he 

registered for the 1917 draft. He was working for H. B. Swoope and is described as tall, slender, 

blue eyes and brown hair. By 1920 he was an agent for the PRR and living in Boggs Township. He 

was a freight agent by 1930 and lived in West Decatur and then moved to Hollidaysburg where he 

lived for many years and continued his occupation as a freight agent. He died in May of 1984 in 

Philipsburg Centre County. 

 

Ada Diantha McCracken  

(Ada6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born October 12, 1897 in Clearfield County and married first a Mr. Richards and secondly Gard W. 

Shoff on June 20, 1923. He was born October 28, 1893 in Madera, Pa. and died in April of 1968.  

Their children were Maud Richards from her first marriage, Gard Girard Shoff and Barbara Ann 

Shoff who married Lamont E. CloseȢ !ÄÁȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒȟ /ÎÅÄÉÁ ×ÁÓ 'ÁÒÄ 3ÈÏÆÆȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÅÒ 

death he married his sister-in-law, Ada. They are found on the 1930 census in Madera as a blended 

family. The household consists of G. Gard W. Shoff 36 and working as a clerk in a grocery store, 

Ada D. 33, A. Lewis 10, G. Gard Jr. age 5 and Maud C. Richards, step daughter age 13.  

 

Onedia McCracken  

(Onedia6, Ellis5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Onedia was born August 30, 1900 and died January 10, 1923.  She married Grey Gard Whittier 

Shoff a son of Albert and Mary (Curry) Shoff of Madera, Bigler Township. They had one son Alfred 

Lewis born in 1920.  They are living with the Ellis McCracken family in Madera when Onedia Shoff 

is 20 and their son Alfred is 9 months. After the death of Onedia, Gard married her sister Ada 

Richards (above). Gard Shoff died April 11, 1968. 
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Mary Emma McCracken 
(Mary5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mary Emma and her husband Joseph Newton Straw are second cousins once removed. Rachel 

Straw, the wife of Robert McCracken, is his grandaunt and her great-grandmother. She was born 

in May 1864 in Kerrmoor and he was born in 1850 the son of Joseph Straw and Nancy Ann 

Thompson.  He and has always lived on the homestead where he was born having bought it from 

the heirs of Joseph Straw Sr. He was killed in early 1894 by a runaway log that jumped the slide.   

His first was Annie Holt  born about 1849 in Boggs Township to John and Mary Ann Holt. John 

Holt a mason, died when Anna was a baby and her mother married William P. Chambers.  Joseph 

and Anna were married December 25, 1877. They had no issue as she died shortly after their 

marriage.   

He then married Mary Emma McCracken.  She is called Anna Straw in the 1900 census age 36 

years old and widowed with five of six children still living. Her occupation is farmer. Her children 

are; Atwood born March 1883 age 17, Leslie born March 1885 age 15, Lewis born November 1887 

age 12, and Boyd born December 1891 age 8 and a daughter Pearle born January 1889 age 11.  In the 

1910 census she is listed as Emma age 46. In the home are Lewis 23 and single, Leslie 25 and 

married 4 years with his wife Olive age 22 has had 3 children 2 still alive, grandson age 2 and 

granddaughter Beryl age 2 months. Mary Emma died in 1912. 

 

Atwood Straw  

(Atwood Straw6, Mary5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Atwood was born March 15, 1883 and is found in 1910 living and working at Higby Lumber Camp 

in Clare St. Lawrence County NY at age 27 he is still single. By 1918 he back home and working as a 

farmer for his brother Leslie and living in Kerrmoor. His physical desÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ίȭ ΫΪȱ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ 

build, blue eyes and light brown hair. By 1930 he is a boarder with the Joseph Dickey family in 

Greenwood Township. He drops from the records after 1933. 

 

 

William Leslie Straw 

 (William Straw
6
, Mary

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

William was born March 2, 1885. He married in 1906 Olive Alice Condon of Girard Township, she 

was born February 24, 1888 at Gillingham Pa. She died April 28, 1939 at the Clearfield hospital of a 
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heart condition at age 51.  Leslie died at his home on April 30, 1958. They are buried in the Zion 

cemetery. Leslie was the superintendant at the Zion Baptist Church at Marron for some years. 

,ÅÓÌÉÅ ÁÎÄ /ÌÉÖÅ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÈÏÍÅÓÔÅÁÄ ÉÎ ΫγΫΪȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅ ÐÕÒÃÈÁÓÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 

estate, with their two children, Walter  and Beryl. In 1918 he is working for the Pine Ridge Coal Co, 

in La Jose, Pa.  His draft card describes him as tall, stout, blue eyes and light hair. In 1920 he was 

farming and had two more children Gerald age 8 and Madia 5 months.  By 1930 he was living in 

Lumber City at age 45 and working at the brick factory.  They had two more children Mary 9 and 

Hallie age 6.  In 1942 he lists his nearest relative as Mrs. Beryl Ellinger.  

 

Their children were Zelda Pearl born 1906 died young, William Walter born 1908 and moved to 

Akron Ohio, Laura Beryl born 1910 married (1) Reuben Smeal of Bigler and (2) Raymond Ellinger, 

Gerald Merrill born 1911 married a daughter of John Knepp, Maida Elizabeth born 1915 married 

Lloyd Duttry  and moved to Orlando Florida, Hollis Ruth born 1924 married Charles Johnson and 

lived in Lumber City and Glenn Rishel born 1926 and died young. 

 

Lewis Straw 

(Lewis Straw6, Mary5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lewis was born in November 13, 1886 at Kerrmoor. He went to work as a brakeman on the railroad 

in 1911 at the age of 23. After only a month on the job in late April 1911, he was found along the 

tracks with his right leg severed above the knee. When he regained consciousness he was unable 

to recall what had happened. At the time he was single and living in Kerrmoor. He married 

shortly after that Eva Grace Curry born September 7, 1894 in Kerrmoor to Edward and Tobitha 

(Barrett) Curry. 

On his draft registration in 1917, he reports that he is married with two children and works as an 

operator on the PRR. He is described as tall, slender, light blue eyes and dark brown hair. He is 

disabled with no right leg above the knee. On the 1930 census they are living in Cherry Tree 

Indiana County with four children. The household consists of Lewis age 43, Eva G. age 38, Viola 

H. 16, Mildred R. 13, Beulah M. 9 and Betty I. age 7. Lewis died in 1945 and his wife died November 

28, 1955 at the Spangler hospital and is buried at the I. O. O. F. cemetery in Cherry Tree.  

 

7Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á Ìine on Viola but she was born about 1914 and died before her 

mother. She was in Baltimore Maryland in training in 1931. Mildred was born about 1917 and 
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married Paul Richards, Beulah was born January 19, 1921 at Cherry Tree and married Wilber F. 

Totten of Montgomery Township Indiana County. He was born December 7, 1921 and died April 2, 

2003 in Indiana Pa. Beulah died in May 22, 1971 in Newark Delaware. They had one daughter 

Pamela Sue and a son that died young. Wilber was a veteran and they are buried in the Thompson 

cemetery in Hillsdale.  Betty was born in 1923 and lived in Smyrna Delaware with her husband 

Carlton Smith. 

 

Daisy Pearl Straw 

(Pearl Straw
6
, Mary

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Pearl Straw, daughter of Mary and Joseph N. Straw was born in January 1889 and married about 

1908, William Allen Green, born April 23, 1890, a son of Walter E. and Martha J. (Barrett) Green.  

They are first found living with his parents in 1910 in Ferguson Township with one daughter Olive. 

William reports he is a public school teacher and has been married for two years. On January 8, 

1920 they lived in Irvona with five children. He worked as a painter at age 29. Pearl is 30 and the 

children are Olive W age 11, Walter L. 8, Warden K. 6, Chester H. 4 years 3 months, and William 

A. Jr. 1 year 8 months.   

William A. Green and Pearl are listed in Akron, Summit County, Ohio in the 1930 census when he 

was a painter for an interior decorating company. William is 39, Pearl is 41 and the children all 

born in Pa. are W. Olive (November 6, 1908), Walter L. (June 14, 1911), Warden K. August 20, 1913, 

Chester H. (October 17, 1915, William A. Jr. (April 2, 1918) and Martha E. (March 2, 1921).  

 

Sara Edna Straw  

(Sara Straw6, Mary5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Sara was born in 1891 died in 1892. 

 

Boyd Straw 

(Boyd Straw6, Mary5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Boyd, son of Mary and Joseph Straw was born December 1891. He is living with and working as a 

teamster for James and Lottie Nolan in Jordan Township in 1910. He married March 31, 1914, Pearl 

Fridley daughter of Noah and Amanda (Trease) Fridley of Hillsdale Indiana County Pa. He 

registered for the draft in 1917 from Cherry Tree, Indiana County. He claimed exemption because 

he was supporting his wife and two children. He is described as tall, stout, blue eyes and dark 

hair. 
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They are found on the January 15, 1920 census living in Clearfield where he works as a coal miner. 

(Å ÉÓ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ"ÌÁËÅȱ ÁÇÅ άβ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅ 0ÅÁÒÌ ÁÇÅ άΰ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ -ÁÒÉÁÎ ÁÇÅ ί ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎ *ÏÓÅÐÈ 

age 3 years 4 months. He went to Akron for a while after 1921 but by 1942 he was in Kerrmoor 

working for Leslie Straw with no dependants. His children are Marian Ethel born Jan 16, 1915 and 

married George Strong born May 27, 1913, and died in September 1985.  Marian died in July 1983 in 

Irvona, Clearfield County and Joseph Newton born April 19, 1916 and died February 6, 2000 in 

Clearfield.   

Pearl died May 8, 1967 at the hospital in Clearfield and Boyd died November 6, 1973 at the 

Mountain View Christian Nursing Home in Hillsd ale, Indiana County. They are buried at Crown 

Crest Memorial Park. 

  

 

William McCracken 

 (William 5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

The second son of Lewis and Dorcas McCracken was born October 17, 1867 in Kerrmoor. He never 

married and willed his farm to his half sisters Stella and Delta. In the 1920 census he is 53 and 

living alone in Ferguson Township.  William was the supervisor on the county roads.  He died 

March 14, 1945.    

 

Laura J. McCracken  

(Laura5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born February 5, 1870 and married Charles T. Wiley, born in November 1867 a son of W. 

Thompson and Rachael (Wagner) Wiley.  W. T. Wiley was born June 23, 1828 and died in 

&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ÏÆ ΫβγΫ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅ 2ÁÃÈÁÅÌ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ ΫβήΫȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈȭÓ ÇÒÁÎÄÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ *ÏÓÅÐÈ ÁÎÄ 

Elizabeth (Ferguson) Wiley.  Elizabeth Ferguson is a daughter of John Ferguson and Sara Hanna.  

Charles and Laura were married about January 7, 1886, he was 169 and she was 16. They were 

residents of Marron, Ferguson Township until about 1945 when they moved to Greenwood near 

Altoona, to live with their daughter Alta Pearl and her husband Jay Garman.  They lived their 

younger days working the local lumber camps. He was a blacksmith and she was a cook. 

On the 1910 census Laura tells us that she has given birth to four children and all are still living. 

She lists her children as Harry McCracken Wiley age 27 and widowed, Joseph 23 and single, Lona 

age 20 and single and Alta age 6. Harry, however, is not listed on any other census records with 
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the family. If Laura is his mother and he was born in 1883, before her marriage, she was only 14 

years old at most. 

They were married for 65 years when Charles died on March 20, 1951 and Laura died May 23, 1952 

at the home of their daughter Alta Garman. They are buried in the Greenwood cemetery near 

Altoona. Charles and Laura Wiley had these children. 

 

Joseph Alfred Wiley 

 (Joseph Wiley6, Laura5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Joseph was born November 5, 1886 married Maud M. Goshorn daughter of Joshua and Ida 

Goshorn owners of a photography studio.  She was born in October 9, 1891 and died in January 

1969 in Meadville Crawford County Pa.  On his draft registration in 1917 he reports that he lives in 

Madera and is married with a child.  He also says he was born in New Millport on November 5, 

1886. The registrar describes him as medium height, stout, brown eyes and slightly balding black 

hair.  In 1920 they were living in Clearfield County with two children Ida J. and William A. Wiley. 

In 1942 they are living in Meadville. They have three sons and one daughter. 

 

Lona Wiley  

(Lona Wiley6, Laura5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lona was born December 27, 1888 and ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ *ÁÃÏÂ 2Ȣ ÁËÁ Ȱ*ÁËÅ Ȱ-ÁÙÓ son of Price and Sarah 

(Graham) Mays of Jordan Township and the grandson of Peter and Effie (Bloom) Mays. He was 

born in January 1866. They are found on the 1920 census in Logan Township Blair County with 

ÏÎÅ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ,ÁÕÒÁ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΫγΫάȢ !ÌÓÏ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÁÓ Ȱ!ÌÐÈÁȱ ÁÇÅ Ϋί 

and married to Jay Garman age 34.  Lona is Mrs. Lona Strunk ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÏÂÉÔÕÁÒÙȢ (ÅÒ 

daughter Laura married William Wilson . 

 

Alta Pearl Wiley  

(Alta Wiley
6
, Laura

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Was born August 16, 1904 and married about 1920, Elmer Jay Garman born at Berwindale 

February 13, 1895 son of Elmer E and Lina Garman of Jordan Township and lives in Altoona.  

When he registered for the draft in 1917 at age 22, he reported that he was married. (This has to be 

a previous marriage.) He was described as tall, slender, blue eyes and brown air.  In 1920 he is 
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living in the home of Jake and Lona Mays ÉÎ "ÌÁÉÒ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅ Ȱ!ÌÐÈÁȱ ÁÇÅ ΫίȢ (Å ÉÓ έή 

and working in a factory. 

By 1930 still in Altoona he reports he is 35 and was married at 24, Alta is 25 and tells us she was 

married at 16. They have one daughter and one son. LeRoy age 9 and Bernice A. age 5. In 1942 at 

age 47 he is working as a car builder for the PRR and living at RD#3 Altoona. Alta is his next of 

kin. 

 

Dorcas (Lewis) McCracken died in April of 1875 and Lewis McCracken took for his second wife 

Miss Elizabeth McGarvey who was born in Clarion County, September 17, 1847, a daughter of 

Hugh and Mary (Boyd) McGarveyȢ (ÕÇÈȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ×ÁÓ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ born 1776 in Ireland.  The family of 

Lewis and Elizabeth (McGarvey) McCracken were:  

 

Estella McCracken  

(Stella5, Lewis4, William3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

%ÓÔÅÌÌÁ ÁËÁ Ȱ3ÔÅÌÌÁȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ ΫββΪ ÉÎ #ÌÅÁÒÆÉÅÌÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ *ÕÌÙ άί ΫγΪΪȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ "ÒÕÃÅ 

Matlack born in Duncannon, Perry County July 28, 1874 to Jacob and Clara (Sherk) Matlack and 

died in 1958.  The records spell the name Matlack and Matlock. On his WW I daft card he spells it 

×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ȰÏȱȢ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÌÌÁ ÁÒÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ &ÅÒÇÕÓÏÎ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ΫγΫΪ ×Èen he is working as a 

coal miner. They report they have been married for 10 years and have two children Karl age 8 and 

Irwin age 6. By 1918 they are in Juniata, Blair County and he is working as a machinist for the PRR. 

He is described as medium height and build with brown eyes and dark hair. They remained in 

Juniata and Altoona through the 1930 census reports with no more children. William died in 1939 

 

 

                                                      

Matlack Family:  William and Jesse Matlack are both the sons of Jacob Sylvester Matlack and 

Clara Alice Sherk.  This family has been traced back to William Matlock, and his wife Elizabeth, 

born in 1531 in Nottinghamshire, England and has ties to the 7ÉÎÄÓÏÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÙÁÌ "ÒÉÔÓȢ The 

children of William and Stella Matlack are;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
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Carl Lewis Matlack   

(Carl Matlock6, Stella5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born about 1901 and died 1964 married about 1923 lady named Gladys who was born in 1896 and 

died 1962 their son is Justin Beverly Matlack born about 1924. They live next door to his Uncle 

Jesse in Altoona in 1930 and he is an attendant at a store run by the railroad. 

 

Irwin Sylvester Matlack  

(Irwin Matlock 6, Stella5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

)Ò×ÉÎ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΫγΪέ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ !ÌÔÏÏÎÁ ÉÎ ΫγίΫȠ ÈÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÁÓ !ÎÎÁȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÔ 

home with his parents in 1930 and working as an electrician. 

 

 

Delta Irene McCracken  

(Delta5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Delta was born July 9, 1886 and married July 10, 1907, Jesse Sylvester Matlack born in New Millport 

June 21, 1884. He is a younger brother to William above. Delta died October 15, 1967 at Harrisburg 

and her husband died April 2, 1934.  They lived in Knox Township Clearfield County where he 

×ÏÒËÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÁÌ ÍÉÎÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ΫγΫΪ ÁÎÄ ȭάΪ census reports. They moved to Altoona before the 1930 

census where they are listed with six children.  He registered for the draft in 1918 from Knox 

Township in Clearfield County and is described as medium height and build with brown eyes and 

dark brown hair. They had the following children:  

 

 

Joseph Elton Matlack  

(Joseph Matlack6, Delta5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

*ÏÓÅÐÈ ÁËÁ Ȱ%ÌÔÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ίȟ ΫγΪβ ÉÎ .Å× -ÉÌÌÐÏÒÔȟ 0ÁȢ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ -ÁÂÌÅ 'ÌÁÄÙÓ 

Creighton.  They had a family of 6 namely Joseph, Ruth, Mary Lou, Barbara, Gloria and Patricia. 

Mabel died on January 27, 1952 and Eldon married Marjorie Musselman and had another child. He 

died September 23, 1985. 
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Edna L. Matlack  

(Edna Matlack6, Delta5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Edna was born January 23, 1910 and married Willard Penfield. She died February 27, 1976. 

 

Arlene Matlack  

(Arlene Matlack6, Delta5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Arlene was born June 3, 1912 and died June 6, 1918. 

 

Ruth Stella Matlack  

(Ruth Matlack
6
, Delta

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Ruth was born May 30, 1915 and married Gerald Smith and had two children. She died in 1990. 

 

Hazel Elizabeth Matlack  

(Hazel Matlack
6
, Delta

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Hazel was born December 15, 1919 and married William Bender and had three children; Donna, 

Barry and Nancy. She died in 1996. 

 

Jesse Dean Matlack  

(Jesse Matlack6, Delta5, Lewis4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Jesse ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ άέȟ Ϋγάέ ÉÎ .Å× -ÉÌÌÐÏÒÔȢ  (ÉÓ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ .ÁÄÉÎÅȢ 4ÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÒÅ 

Jesse Dean Jr. and Betty Ann. He died December 25, 1976. 

 

William Clair Matlack   

(William Matlack
6
, Delta

5
, Lewis

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

William was born March 4, 1926. He and wife Mary had three children Judy, William and Debbie. 
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David McCracken  

(David4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

David, the fourth son of William and Mary (Bell ) McCracken, was born February 22, 1840 and died 

July 11, 1897. He married Margery Bloom on August 21, 1862.  She was born February 14, 1845 the 

daughter of William A. Bloom and Lydia Reams. Margery died May 22, 1921. 

Margery Bloom daughter of William A. Bloom descends from William Bloom (1752) and Mary 

Metler  (1756) through their son Abraham.  Abraham Bloom was born April 13, 1795 in Potter 

4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐȟ #ÅÎÔÒÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟ 0ÁȢ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ Á ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ Ȱ"ÅÔÓÙȱ *ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ "ÅÎÊÁÍÉÎ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ 

mentioned in the Bloom Family. Abraham married Margery Scott Caldwell.  William A. was the 

third  of eight children born to them on October 31, 1817 in Clearfield County. 

 

The Caldwell family  has been traced back to the 16th century to Alexander Caldwell born about 

1558 in Ayreshire, Scotland and his son William Caldwell born about 1575 also in Ayreshire.  

7ÉÌÌÉÁÍȭÓ ÓÏÎ ×ÁÓ *ÏÈÎ #ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌ ÂÏÒÎ ΫΰΪέ ÉÎ $ÏÎÅÇÁÌȟ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ×ÈÏ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ -ÁÒÙ 3×ÅÅÅÔÉÎÈÁÍ in 

1627.  They had seven children of whom John F. Caldwell born in Londonderry, Ireland in 1630 

and married Mary Holmes as his 2nd wife.  From this union we have William Caldwell the 5th of 

eight children.  He was born in 1662 in Ireland and married Elizabeth Potter. 

William Caldwell  and Elizabeth Potter were the parents of Samuel Caldwell born in 1708 and 

came to America with his family. He died in Lancaster County in 1785. Samuel married, Elizabeth 

Buchannan (born 1710), about 1728/29 in Ireland. Their son Hugh Caldwell was born in 1730 in 

Ireland and married Margery ScottȢ (Å ÄÉÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ΫβΪΪ ÉÎ ,ÁÎÃÁÓÔÅÒ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢ  (ÕÇÈ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÇÅÒÙȭÓ 

1st born son Hugh Caldwell was born February 7, 1759 in Martic Township, Lancaster County, Pa. 

and is the father of the Caldwell family in Clearfield County. 

Hugh Caldwell married Jane Boyd about 1784 and their 6th child, Margery Scott Caldwell, was 

born in 1799 married Abraham Bloom ÆÁÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ !Ȣ "ÌÏÏÍ ɉÁÂÏÖÅɊ ×ÈÏȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ 

Margery married David McCracken.  The Caldwell family has many connections to the other first 

families of Clearfield County and would require another volume to outline. 

David McCracken has been found in the 1870 census of Ferguson Township in Lumber City at age 

30 with his wife Margery age 25.  In the 1880 census he is in New Millport age 40 a timber maker 

with his wife Margery age 35 and son Dent B. 10 months old born in July 1779.  By the 1900 census 

Margery McCracken age 55 and her son Denton age 20 are living with her mother Lydia Bloom 

age 80.  In 1910 Margery is living alone at age 65. 
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Denton B. McCracken  

(Denton5, David4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Denton was born in July 1879. He was attending Penn State summer school for teachers at State 

College Pa., in July of 1915 and died about August 14 as he was buried on the 19th of August 1915. He 

married Dora Erhard on August 10, 1910. She was born September 3, 1888 the daughter of Enoch 

(1842) and Nancy J. Erhard (April 1844) of Knox Township.  Enoch Erhard is the son of John and 

Jane Erhard of Millport Pa. 

In 1900 we find Denton at age 20 living with his widowed mother Margery McCracken, age 55 and 

maternal grandmother Lydia Bloom age 80 in Ferguson Township.  By 1920 Dora is a widow living 

in Houtzdale at age 31 she is a proprietor of a restaurant and has two children. Herbert  age 8 and 

Gertrude age 5.  In 1930 she has moved her family and business to Harrisburg, Dauphin County 

where she is listed as a 40 year-old widow, and her children are Herbert E. McCracken age 18 and 

Gertrude M. McCracken age 15. Their home is on Market Street. 

 

Hezekiah McCracken  

(Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Hezekiah, the fifth son of William and Mary (Bell) McCracken, was born January 6, 1842 and 

married Mary Jane Glasgow on November 11, 1872. She was born in July of 1852. She is the 

daughter of Joseph H. Glasgow and Sarah McCracken. Hezekiah McCracken and Mary Jane 

Glasgow are first cousins.  Her mother Sarah and his father William are both children of Robert 

McCracken and Rachel Straw. Hezekiah is found on the 1860 census living with his parents and 

brothers and sisters in Lumber City, Ferguson Township at age 18.  In 1870 census he is still in 

Lumber City and his household consists of himself a farmer age 38, his sister Josephine age 23 and 

Warren Bell age 37.  He had lived for a time in Va. with his parents and came back to Clearfield 

County and purchased a farm in Glen Richey where he lived out his days.  

Hezekiah and Mary Jane are living with their children William, Edna and Blair McCracken in 

Lawrence Township in 1920. Mary is a widow in 1930 still living with William and Edna. Hezekiah 

died in 1921 and Mary Jane died January 20, 1938 at age 85. They are buried in the Pine Grove 

cemetery.  All ten of their children were born in Clearfield County.  Two did not survive 

childhood.  

 

Annie McCracken  

(Annie5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Annie was born July 1874. Annie is shown as Anna on the 1900 census. She married Clippinger 

Shirey son of Aaron and Helen Shirey of Goshen Township. She had at least two children, a 



39 

 

daughter Zen L. born about 1909 and Charles who died April 11, 1915 and is buried in Pine Grove 

cemetery.  

 

Josephine McCracken  

(Josephine5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Josephine was born April 1876 and is shown as Mertle on the 1900 census. 

 

Clyde Bell McCracken  

(Clyde
5
, Hezekiah

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Clyde was born January 9, 1879 at Glen Richey, Lawrence Township and married about 1904 

Louisa (last name unknown) who was born about 1865 in Pennsylvania. They adopted two 

daughters that are found on the 1910 census with them Anna M. and Mary V. both 4 years old. 

They moved to Camas, Clarke Washington before he registered for the draft in 1917.  He was 

working for a paper mill and described as medium height, slender build with gray eyes and dark 

hair. They are still in the same place through the 1930 census. 

 

Bella McCracken  

(Bella5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Bella was born in November 1880.  

 

William Clair McCracken  

(William
5
, Hezekiah

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

William was born October 22, 1885 and is found on the 1930 census in Glen Richy as a 44 year old 

single head of household. His 77 year old widowed mother Mary J. McCracken and Edna his sister 

live in the home. Edna is single and a teacher age 42. William gives his father Hezekiah as his next 

of kin on his 1918 draft card. He was medium height and build with blue eyes and brown hair. In 

1942 he gives Elma Peoples as his next of kin.  

 



40 

 

Edna McCracken  

(Edna5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Edna was born in December 1886 and was still single in 1930. It is not known if she ever married. 

She was a teacher in the public school system. 

Alta McCracken  

(Alta5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Alta was born in February 1889. 

 

Elma M. McCracken  

(Elma5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Elma was born December 1894 in Lawrence Township and married about 1916 Claude M. Peoples 

son of Cleveland and Anna Peoples. He was born December 2, 1895 at Glen Richey and is 

described as medium height and build with blue eyes and brown hair on his 1917 draft card. He 

also reports that he is married with one child and works as a watchman. He and Elma had at least 

four children; Blair E. born 1919 and died 1940, Justine born about 1921, Robert born about 1923 

and Marjorie Peoples born about 1926. 

 

Blair Glasgow McCracken  

(Blair5, Hezekiah4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Blair was born February 12, 1896 and married about 1924, Essie Ward daughter of Martha Ward. 

They lived in Altoona in 1930 with one son Blair G. McCracken Jr. born about 1925. Blair died in 

April 1976 in Anne Arundel Maryland. He was short, stout, blue eyes and light brown hair. He 

worked as a truck driver.  

 

 

Josephine McCracken   

(Josephine
4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

The second daughter of William and Mary (Bell) McCracken was born January 18, 1847 and died in 

1903 in Virginia. 
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Ashley Hill McCracken  

(Ashley4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1 

Ashley the sixth son of William and Mary (Bell) McCracken was born October 27, 1849 and 

married Emma Henningham Scott. She was born March 10, 1855 in Buckingham, Virginia. He 

went to Virginia with his parents where he met and married his wife on November 1, 1876. They 

are found in Buffalo, Prince Edward County Va. in 1880 with two children Alice M. age 2 and 

William E. age 1.  Still in Buffalo in 1900 their youngest daughter is listed as Nannie S. age 17. In 

1920 Alice, now a widow is back home with her son Ashley Straw. He is 16. 

Ashley Hill McCracken died On Christmas day, December 25, 1922. On the 1930 census in 

Prospect Virginia Ashley Straw is the head of the household which includes his mother Alice and 

his grandmother Emma. Emma is 75 and widowed. Emma died April 17, 1933 in Prospect Virginia. 

Ashley and Emma had three children that survived childhood. 

 

Mary Alice McCracken  

(Mary5, Ashley4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1 

-ÁÒÙ ÁËÁ Ȱ!ÌÉÃÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ October 19, 1877 and married Horry Straw born December 29, 1867 in 

Clearfield.  See Julian McCracken and Christian Straw family. 

 

William Edward McCracken 

(William 5, Ashley4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1 

William was born March 10, 1879 and died May 17. 1940. He had six children. 

 

Nannie Scott McCracken 

(Nannie5, Ashley4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1 

Nannie was born May 1, 1883 and married Robert Booker. They had one son, Robert, and one 

daughter, Claudia. 

 

Arthur McCracken   

(Arthur 4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

The seventh son of William and Mary McCracken was born Nov 23, 1844 and died Oct 18 1852. 
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Amanda McCracken   

(Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

The third daughter of William and Mary McCracken  was born September 25, 1852 and married 

Emanuel S. Shaffer on May 4, 1871.  She died September 11, 1911.  They had ten children. 

Emanuel Shaffer  was born November 11, 1846 in York County, Pa. to William and Katherine 

(Thomas) Shaffer one of seven children.  William Shaffer was born in 1818 in the state of Maryland 

and moved as a young man to York County where he met and married in 1840 Miss Thomas.  She 

died in December of 1898 and William Shaffer moved his family to Perry County where he spent 

the rest of his life dying there in September of 1897.  

Emanuel Shaffer lived and worked in Perry County until 1866, when he took a job as a river pilot 

and contractor in Jefferson County.  After a few years he moved to Clearfield County settling in 

Ferguson Township on the Barrett farm in Lumber City.  He married on May 5, 1871 Amanda 

McCracken.  Emanuel Shaffer died May 30, 1924 in Clearfield. Their children were: 

 

Mary Ada Shaffer  

(Mary Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mary, first child of Amanda and Emanuel Shaffer, was born in December 1871. She married in 

1888, Erford C. Holt born June 23, 1866 at Triangle New York to Andrew and Susan Alsina Holt 

and came to Clearfield County with his parents as a small child. They moved to Sweden 

Township, Potter County (near Coudersport) shortly after their marriage and are found there in 

the 1900 and 1910 census reports. By 1920 they are in Portville, N. Y. where they lived out their 

days. Addie Shaffer died November 11, 1936 and Erford died August 22, 1949 at the home of his 

daughter in Yorkshire New York. They are buried in the Chestnut Hill cemetery at Portville.  They 

had two children that died before 1900. Their surviving children are; 

 

Earl Emanuel Holt 

(Earl Holt
6
, Mary Shaffer

5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Earl Holt was born March 19, 1889 at Marron, Clearfield County Pa. and married prior to 1917 

when he registered for the draft from Coudersport. He reports he has a wife and child. He claimed 

exemption from the draft due to rheumatism. The registrar describes him as tall, medium build 

with dark brown eyes and hair. On the 1910 census he is listed as single with one child but no wife 

or child is named. He was working as a teamster.  

On the 1920 census in Portville NY, living with his parents, he is married to a girl named Hattie 

Duell , daughter of Orlando and Mary Duell of Coudersport. Hattie  is 27 and he is 29 and their 
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son, is Erlon Holt  age 3 years 3 months. In 1930 Earl, Hattie and Erlon are living in their own home 

in Elko Township, Cattaraugus County NY where he is a farmer. Erlon was born in October 1916 in 

Coudersport Pa. Earl Holt died in April 1972 in Englewood, Sarasota Florida.  

 

 

Lois J. Holt 

(Lois Holt6, Mary Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lois Holt  was born September 4, 1899 and married Glenn Wagoner and lives in Cuba NY. She died 

in February 1972. They had at least three children; Donna, Harriett and Nancy. 

 

Vada M. Holt 

(Vada Holt6, Mary Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Vada was born about 1902 and died of scarlet fever February 22, 1920 at her home in NY. 

 

Edith Dove Holt 

(Edith Holt6, Mary Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Edith was born January 3, 1905 and married Lawrence Dale Fillion son of John and Arabelle 

(McCracken) Fillion  of Lawrence Township, Clearfield County.  

!ÒÁÂÅÌÌÅ ÁËÁ Ȱ"ÅÌÌÅȱȟ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÕÇhter of Harvey and Mary (McCarty) McCracken and was born 

August 13, 1873 and married September 30, 1891, John Francis Filli on. John was born January 26, 

1870 at Osceola Mills, Decatur Township Clearfield County Pa. a son of Andrew and Ellen 

(Fitzgerald) Fillion . Andrew was born in Canada and Ellen in Tyrone Ireland. See the William and 

Rachel (Bell) McCracken family. 

%ÄÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ Ȱ$ÁÌÅȱ &ÉÌÌÉÏÎ lived in Yorkshire NY. She died November 5, 1993 in Yorkshire, NY and 

her husband died March 8, 1956. They had four children. 

 

Gladys M. Holt 

(Gladys Holt6, Mary Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Gladys was born about 1908 and married (1) ____McFarland and had a son Carl born about 1925 

and(2) Kenneth P. McIntosh, son of Cassius and Minerva Wilder) McIntosh, of Caneada, 
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Alleghany County NY. They had a son Rex A. McIntosh and twin boys that died within 1 day of 

birth April 28, 1945, Keith and David McIntosh. 

 

 

Elizabeth E. Shaffer 

(Elizabeth Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Elizabeth was born in December 1872 and married June 3, 1897, William Dallas Helsel born in June 

1869, son of Daniel and Margaret (Louder) Helsel of Glen Hope, Beccaria Township. They set up 

housekeeping in Greenwood Township a few doors from her brother Norman Shaffer. On the 

1900 census he is listed as Dalas Helsel age 30 and married 3 years.  His wife E. Lizzie is 27 and 

they have one son Raymond born in September 1898 age 1.  

In 1910 still in Greenwood Township Elizabeth reports she has given birth to four children all 

living and listed as Lester age 11, Emanuel 9, Martha 6 and Josephine age 4. By 1920 they have 

moved to Toledo, Lucas County Ohio. The oldest son Raymond ÁËÁ Ȱ,ÅÓÔÅÒȱ ÈÁÓ ÌÅÆÔ ÈÏÍÅȢ 

Emanuel, Martha and Josephine are still at home and single and two other children have been 

added to the family John A. age 9 and George C. age 6 and born in Pa. In 1930 still in Toledo, 

William D is a foreman at an auto factory. Sons John A and James G. are still at home and single. 

John is a mechanic and James is a butcher. 

Dallas Helsel of Toledo Ohio is named as a survivor in the obituary of Margaret (Louder) Helsel, 

wife of Daniel, who died September 1, 1939. She was born at McVeytown April 29, 1849 to Israel 

Louder. We have not been able to trace the children of Elizabeth and W. D. Helsel except Lester 

was found in 1920 in Toledo married to Helen M. ____ and that he died March 5, 1923.in Lucas 

County Ohio. 

 

Leslie Shaffer  

(Leslie Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Leslie was born about 1876 and died at age 6 and is buried in fruit Hill cemetery. 
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Orel M. Shaffer 

 (Orel Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Orel was born January 6, 1878 and married Cora May Mitchell born January 9, 1884 a daughter of 

George and Lydia (Verguson) Mitchell of Potter County. Orel and Cora had three children, 

Emanuel, Paul and Lena. Orel died at home in New Millport on December 20, 1939 and Cora died 

October 14, 1972 at the Clearfield hospital. They are buried in the Fruit Hill cemetery. 

 

Emanuel Shaffer  

(Emanuel6, Orel Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Emanuel was born June 1, 1903 and married Sarah Elizabeth Bloom. Sarah was born in 1901 and 

died in 1966. Emanuel died on September 14, 1970 at Temperance Michigan. They had seven 

children. 

 

Paul Shaffer 

(Paul6, Orel Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Paul was born in 1906 and married Ethel ____. They lived in Temperance Michigan. 

 

Lena Shaffer 

(Lena6, Orel Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lena Shaffer was born about 1909 and married Walter Myers. They lived in Alliquippa. 

 

Norman Emory Shaffer  

(Norman Shaffer
5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Norman was born August 25, 1880 and married May 20, 1908, Dora Redden, a daughter of James 

and Emma Redden and they had one son, James Emanuel Shaffer who married Wilma Irvine . 

Norman died September 23, 1943 and is buried in the LaJose cemetery. 

Anderson Presley Shaffer 

 (Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert 2, James McCracken1) 

Anderson was born May 14, 1885. He married December 23, 1909, Vena Marie Wiley, a daughter of 

Herbert and Katherine Wiley. AndÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÁÓ ίȭ ΰ ΫȾάȰ medium build blue eyes and 
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dark hair. He followed farming in Ferguson Township.  He and his wife had nine children. 

Anderson Shaffer died November 9, 1968 and Vena died in April 1950. 

 

 

Presley Allen Shaffer 

(Presley
6
, Anderson Shaffer

5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Presley was born December 29, 1910 and married October 29, 1935, Clara Isabelle Miller born May 

21, 1914 to Charles and Della (Groff) Miller. They lived in Erie Pa. and had 9 children; Janet, 

Presley Jr., Carolyn, Donald, Thomas, Patricia, Raymond and Ernest. Presley Shaffer died June 18, 

Ϋγίβ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ 6ÉÎÃÅÎÔȭÓ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÉÎ %ÒÉÅ ÁÎÄ #ÌÁÒÁ ÄÉÅÄ -ÁÒÃÈ βȟ ΫγαΰȢ  

 

Alta Shaffer 

(Alta6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Alta was born February 14, 1912 and married Beauford Solley. They lived in Grampian and had two 

children Pete and Ruth. Alta died in March 1987. 

 

Eva Shaffer 

(Eva6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Eva was born May 8, 1913 and married Okley Wood born April 10, 1907 in Juniata, Blair County to 

Clark and Sadie Wood. They had three children; Betty, Erford and Madeline. Eva died October 30, 

1995 and Okley died September 22, 1988 in Erie County Pa. 

 

Amber Shaffer 

(Amber6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Amber was born July 19, 1919 and married James M. Berry. They had four children; Loren, 

Lullibelle, Paul and Ted. Amber died July 12, 1995 in Curwensville. 
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Lorraine Shaffer 

(Lorraine
6
, Anderson Shaffer

5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Lorraine was born about 1921 and married Wayne Ross born June 12, 1917 to George and Roxana 

Ross of Ferguson Township. They had four children Art, Barbie, Ginger and Gwen. Wayne Ross 

died in Curwensville August 8, 1992. 

 

Arleta Shaffer 

(Arleta6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Arleta was born January 21, 1922 and married William Clarke. They had Aaron, Billie, Bonnie, Janie 

and one other. Arleta died August 15, 2004 at Irvona. 

 

Eleanor V. Shaffer 

(Eleanor6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Eleanor was born April 8, 1925 and married Glenn A. Patterson born July 10, 1922 in Boardman the 

son of Harry and Minnie (Witherow) Patterson.. They had three sons; Rodney, Andy, Randy and 

Chuck and six daughters; Carol, Sandra, Kay, Glenna, Robin and Ginger. Eleanor died December 

27, 2007 at the Highland View Health Care in Brockway. Her husband died September 7, 2007. He 

was a veteran of WW II. They lived in Brockway Elk County. 

 

June Shaffer 

(June6, Anderson Shaffer5, Amanda4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

June married Mr. Fink. 

 

Lloyd Shaffer 

(Lloyd
6
, Anderson Shaffer

5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

 

Bertha Shaffer  

(Bertha Shaffer
5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Bertha was born in June of 1887 and married Mr. Turner . 
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Sadie Shaffer 

(Sadie Shaffer
5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Sadie was born in May of 1890 died in 1908 at age 18 and was buried in Fruit Hill cemetery. 

 

George Styer Shaffer  

(George Shaffer
5
, Amanda

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

George was born in August 25, 1892 and married Madia Condon daughter of Elijah and Elizabeth 

(Camphman) Condon of LaContes Mills. They had three sons; Harold A., Carl R., and Clyde I. 

Shaffer. About 1938 Madia left her home and family and in 1949 George applied for a marriage 

license with her niece Murriell Faye Condon daughter of Merrell and Anna (Conaway) Condon. 

George and Faye had other children. 

 

Seth Clover McCracken   

(Seth4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Was the eighth and last son of William and Mary (Bell) McCracken and was born October 2, 1855. 

He married Diantha Agnes Michaels on October 22, 1878 a daughter of John Michael and Jane Dill 

Lewis. Seth C. McCracken died October 4, 1922. The Indiana Messenger reports on October 19, 

ΫγάάȠ Ȱ3ÅÔÈ #Ȣ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÉÎÇ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎ ÆÁmily pioneer 

settlers in the Ferguson Township country, died at his home near Kerrmoor on Wednesday 

October 4th ÁÇÅÄ ΰα ÙÅÁÒÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÔÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÏÎ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȢȱ 

 

Michaels Family : There are five of John Michaelsȭ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ -Ã#ÒÁÃËÅÎȭÓȢ ɉΫɊ %ÌÌÉÓ "Ȣ 

Michaels, fifth child of John Michaels married Harriett McCracken. (2) Mariah Michaels, sixth 

child married Hiram McCracken. (3) George Michaels, seventh child married Phoebe McCracken. 

(4) Mary Michaels, eighth child married Frederick McCracken. (5) Diantha Michaels, ninth child 

married Seth Clover McCracken. The descendants of these families will be shown in order under 

this McCracken family outline. 

John Michael was born in 1817 the son of Jacob Michael and Elizabeth Butler.  He married Jane 

Dill Lewis in 1840 at Clearfield, Pa. Jane Dill Lewis was born April 12, 1820 in Bellefonte, Centre 

County Pa. and died in 1905.  She was the daughter of Thomas Lewis and Cynthia Ellis.  The 

family of Jane Dill Lewis will be covered in the chapter covering the Lewis family.  
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 Ȱ*ÁÃÏÂ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ came from Bald Eagle Valley in Centre County in the spring of 1816.  His 

improvement remained in possession of his descendants for many years, but is now owned by 

Christian Buck, of Unionville, PA and is owned by a son of the old piÏÎÅÅÒȢȱ !Ȣ 9Ȣ 3ÔÒÁ× page 244 

quoted from the Public Spirit 1897, written by Ed I. Gilliand. 

Jacob Michael was born about the year 1786 and died in 1840 in Clearfield County.  He married 

Elizabeth Butler in 1815. She died in 1850. They had seven other children, John being the first son.  

It is generally accepted that John Hazzard Michael is the father of Jacob. This information is 

unconfirmed. 

Diantha Michaels was born in September 9, 1857 in Karthaus Township, Clearfield County and 

died January 12, 1949 at 91 years old. She is buried with her husband in Fruit Hill cemetery. They 

had six children. 

They are shown on the 1900 census of Lumber City, Ferguson Township as Seth age 44 and 

Martha ÁÇÅ ήά ×ÉÔÈ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ *ÕÌÉÁ Ϋή ÁÎÄ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ ήȢ  .ÅØÔ ÄÏÏÒ ÉÓ 3ÅÔÈȭÓ ÏÌÄÅÓÔ ÓÏÎ 'ÒÉÅÒ "Ȣ 

McCracken born July 1879 age 20 with his wife Mary born in May of 1880 and their son Willie 

born in February of 1900. 

In 1910 they are shown as Seth 54, Diantha 53 and children Richard 14, Lewis 9 and an adopted 

daughter Dora age 12. Diantha has had 6 children at this point and only 3 survive. On the 1920 

census only Lewis is at home at age 18 and Diantha is spelled Dyantha. The family of Seth Clover 

McCracken and Diantha Michaels is; 

 

Grier McCracken 

(Grier5, Seth4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Grier was born July 26, 1879 and married Mary Sinclair. Grier had one child, William McCracken 

born in February 1900, before his untimely death in a hunting accident in 1902.  

 

Julia Ann McCracken  

(Julia5, Seth4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Julia was born October 27, 1884 in Ferguson Township and married George William Read in 1906. 

He was born October 28, 1875 a son of Emerson and Agnes (Ross) Read. Emerson Read was born 

in 1842 and died at the age of 54 and is buried in Lumber City cemetery. His given name is 

sometimes spelled Emberson.  George W. and Julia Ann Read had eight children.  The spelling of 

this family name is sometimes Reed and at other times it is spelled Read.  Their children are; 

Diantha Agnes Read 1907, Blanch May Read 1909, Seth Clover Read 1912, Sylvia Loraine Read 1912, 
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David Lewis Read 1913, Dorothy Arlene Read 1916, Richard Park Read 1919 and George Eldon Read 

1926. (ÉÓ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ίȭ ΰ Бȱ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÂÌÕÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÉÒȢ 

 

 

Richard Summerfield McCracken  

(Richard
5
, Seth

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Richard was born July 13, 1895 and married Minnie Keziah Wiley born in Greenwood Township 

May 1, 1898 to William T and Keziah (Wood) Wiley. They had five children; Edna born May 13, 

1920, Carlton born September 16, 1926, Marian born 1928, Bernard and Richard. Richard Sr. died 

April 9, 1971 at Kerrmoor and his wife died March 21, 1977. 

 

 

Lewis McCracken  

(Lewis5, Seth4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Lewis was born in 1902 and married Inez Witheright.  They had two children; Seth Talford born in 

1927 and Blanch Dorothy McCracken born in 1928 

 

Mary McCracken 

(Mary5, Seth4, William 3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

 

William McCracken  

(William
5
, Seth

4
, William

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
)
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John Nicholas McCracken   

(John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

John Nicholas the second son of Robert McCracken Sr. was born in 1809 in Clearfield County 

where he lived his entire life dying in 1888 he is buried in Fruit Hill Cemetery.  He married first 

Margaret Hazlet daughter of William Hazlet of Bower, Pa. in 1838. William Hazlet came to the 

Clearfield area with his family in 1828 from Clinton County.  There are several McCracken-Hazlet 

unions. His second wife was Sina, widow of Amos, Read of Lawrence Township; there were no 

offspring from this marriage.  He preferred to be called Nicholas as shown by the census reports. 

In 1840 he is in Bell township and listed as Nicholas with one son and one daughter both under 5 

years.  He is listed between 30 and 40 and his wife between 20 and 30.   The 1850 census also in 

Bell Township has his name spelled Nicholas McCrackin age 41 and a farmer.  His wife is Margaret 

age 38 and children David W. 12, Sarah R. 10 and Elizabeth J. 7. 

The 1860 census shows him still in Bell Township at age 52 and a farmer, wife Margaret 48, David 

22, Sarah 21 and Elizabeth 18.  In 1870 Nicholas is 61 and Margaret 58 and their daughter Sarah, 

who chooses the name Rachael age 21. David and his wife and children also live in the home. 

By 1880 J. N. McCracken, 70 is married to Sina age 60.  She has brought with her into the home 

two children Ma thew W. Read, 23 and Margaret M. Read age 21 and an older lady Susan H. 

Flemming a widow age 79.  (Her mother?) 

 

David Wilson McCracken   

(David
4
, John

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

David was born January 19th 1838 and his wife Emma Nicholson born October 1834, a daughter of 

Joseph Nicholson, she died in 1909. Her parents were born in N. J.  In 1870 David uses the name 

Wilson at age 32 and is married to Emma age 34 with two daughters Mary E. age 3 and Alice M. 8 

months.  David died December 19, 1899.  They had the following children: 

 

Joseph Nicholas McCracken  

(Joseph
5
, David

4
, John

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Joseph, son of David was born December 23rd 1871 and married Sarah Elizabeth Byers on June 25, 

1902. She was born at Westover, Pa. on June 29, 1871 the daughter of Samuel Byers and Sarah Jane 

Lloyd and also the niece of James W. Byers husband of Lucritia McCracken. Lucritia and Joseph 

Nicholas McCracken are 1st cousins once removed.  Joseph Nicholas McCracken is the third 

generation owner of the same homestead on which his grandfather Nicholas McCracken raised 

his family.  The farm is on the north side of the west branch of the Susquehanna in Greenwood 



52 

 

Township with 100 acres under cultivation. He has always taken an interest in agricultural as did 

his father and grandfather. The children of Joseph Nicholas and Sarah (Byers) McCracken were 

Ruth born 1904 and Earl W. born April 13, 1907 and died March 1, 1999 at Mahaffey. 

 

Mary Edith McCracken 

(Mary5, David4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mary was born August 30, 1867 and died August 11, 1915 she married on July 2, 1891 Ashley Hill son 

of George Hill and Mary Ann Witherite. Ashley E. Hill  was born March 20th of 1862 in Madera, Pa. 

and died September 27, 1951. Their children were Grace Hill born August 26, 1892 died October 11, 

1902 and Gladys Hill born April 11, 1895.   

 

Alice M. McCracken 

(Alice5, David4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

 

Belle McCracken  

(Belle5, David4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Belle was born about 1870 and married Curtis Richards born 1859. They had one son George Cole 

Richards born February 23, 1893. George and his wife Jessie Muir moved to Springfield Ohio about 

1915.  They had five daughters, Pearl C. born in Clearfield Pa., Florence Janet, P. Belle, Thelma R. 

and J. Josephine and one son J. George all born in Springfield Ohio. George Cole Richards was a 

foreman in a rubber factory in Springfield.   

 

Hannah McCracken  

(Hannah5, David4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Hannah was born in July 1876 married in 1898 John Delmont Richards born November 18, 1876 he 

died in 1920. He is the son of Josiah Richards and Rachel Henry and the grandson of James and 

Susanna Richards of Boggs Township. John Delmont and Hannah are living with his father in 

Penn Township in 1900 and in their own home in Greenwood Township in 1910 next to her 

brother Joseph N. McCracken. They had a family of four sons Josiah B., Edward E., James H. and 

Albert and three daughters Evelyn G., Helen and one that died young. Hannah died in January of 

1932. 

Edward E. Richards  

(Edward
6
, Hannah

5
, David

4
, John

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 
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Son of John Delmont and Hannah Richards was born January 22, 1903 and married Loraine Rowles 

born in 1906 to Alfred A. Rowles and Agnes Hutchinson.  Edward died September 11, 1993 and his 

wife died in 2002. They have two children Robert (1926 ɀ 2002) and Bettie (1930). 

 

Sarah Rachel McCracken   

(Sarah4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Sarah, daughter of John Nicholas, was born 1839 died march 31, 1909. She was married March 11, 

1862 in Clearfield to David Johnson who was born in Bells Landing in 1833 and died February 8, 

1889. They had no family. 

 

Elizabeth Jane  McCracken  

(Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Elizabeth, daughter of John Nicholas McCracken, was born August 21, 1842 and she died 

September 22, 1908. She married John Calvin Mills of Indiana County. They were married on his 

21st birthday February 20, 1868; he was born February 20, 1847. 

 

John Calvin Mills 

John Calvin Mills was the son of David and Mary Ann Lowery (Nicholson) Mills.  Many times a 

ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÅÒ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÈÅÒ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÍÁÉÄÅÎ ÎÁÍÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ 

here. She was born November 18, 1845 in Princeton, N. J. and David was born November 21, 1814 in 

Hillsboro N. H. a son of William Mills  and Mary Taggart. John Calvin was the oldest of five 

children all born in Pa. 

The 1850 census shows David Mills in Montgomery Township, Indiana County as a Presbyterian 

Minister at age 30, born in Massachusetts and his wife Mary age 25 born in N. J. and the children 

are John age 3 and Anna age 1.  Then on the 1860 census he is shown as a farmer age 43 born in N. 

H. and his wife Mary A. L. age 24 born in N. J. the children are John C. age 12, Anna F. age 10, 

Henry M. age 8, Samuel  J. age 6 and Walter W. age 4.  

John Calvin Mills was a veteran of the Civil War serving in Company B, First Battalion of the US 

Volunteers Infantry. He was discharged November 10, 1864 and married Elizabeth McCracken, of 

Bower, Clearfield County in 1865. John died October 1, 1922 at Homer City Indiana County where 

he had made his home for 25 years. He is buried in the Greenwood cemetery. The family of John 

Calvin and Elizabeth Jane Mills were two sons and three daughters. 
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Mary Margaret Mills  

(Mary Mills 5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

-ÁÒÙ -ÉÌÌÓȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ-ÁÇÇÉÅȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ *ÕÎÅ ήȟ Ϋβΰγ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅÄ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ άΫȟ ΫγήΰȢ  3ÈÅ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ (ÁÒÒÙ *Ȣ 

Stewart on December 25th 1894. He is the son of Joseph and Sophia B. Stewart of Beccaria 

Township and was born in November 1864. On the 1900 census they live in Pitcairn, Allegheny 

County where he works repairing rail cars and Maggie reports that she has given birth to three 

children with one still living; Mable M . ÂÏÒÎ -ÁÒÃÈ Ϋβγα ÁÇÅ έȢ -ÁÇÇÉÅȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒ 3ÁÒÁ -ÉÌÌÓ, age 24, 

lives with them.  

By 1910 they have moved to Parnassus in Westmoreland County and Harry is a carpenter in a 

planning mill and Maggie has bore her son Harry Jr. and lost another one. They remained in the 

same place through 1930. They had three children that died as infants and these surviving 

children; 

 

Mabel M. Stewart  

(Mable Stewart6, Mary Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Mable was born in March 1897.and married Wilson Wilber Howe born August 2, 1895 in Jefferson 

County Pa. and died in September 1976 in Corsica, Jefferson County. They had two children, 

Robert and Margery.    

 

Harry J. Stewart Jr.  

(Harry Stewart6, Mary Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Harry was born 1902 married Evelyn L. Gilleran on August 30th 1930.  

 

John Nicholas Mills  

(John Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

John, first son of Elizabeth and John Calvin Mills, was born September 16, 1871 and died in 1936. 

He worked for Bethlehem Steel Bridge Corporation who sent him to Cuba in 1917 to help in the 

construction of some bridges in that country. He married in 1896 Amy Rater, the daughter of 

Daniel and Susan Rater of Woodbury County Iowa. Amy died April 14, 1942 at the home of her 

daughter Mrs. Clyde Meckley. She is buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery. They are making their 

home in Lumber City through the 1930 census where they raised these children: Florence Myrtle 
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born in May 1899 and married Clyde Meckley, Boyd M. Mills born about 1903, Andrew born about 

1905, Merlin born about 1910 and Clair V. Mills born about 1913 and married Louisa Smith. 

 

 

Luther Clark Mills   

(Luther Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Luther, second son of Elizabeth and John Mills, was born April 28, 1874 and died November 5, 

1933.  He married on May 4th 1898, Edith McGarvey, daughter of David and Nancy (Woods) 

McGarvey. She was born March 16, 1877 and died March 19, 1963.  They started their married life 

in Grampian where in 1900 Edith reports they have been married for two years and she has given 

birth to one child that died. By 1910 they have moved to Jefferson County and have two children 

Nellie age 9 and Georgie age 6.  

In 1918 they are living in DuBois where he registered for the draft and reports he works for the B. 

R. & P. railroad as a cashier in the office. He was described as medium height, stout with brown 

eyes and dark hair. By 1920, still in Dubois they have another daughter Dorothy age 5. In 1930 they 

live in Clearfield.  

 

Jessie Mills  

(Jessie6, Luther Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Jessie was born and died before 1900 at two months old. 

 

Nellie Mills   

(Nellie
6
, Luther Mills

5
, Elizabeth

4
, John

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Born March 5, 1901 died August 17, 1924.  She married William Lobough with whom she had one 

daughter Jean born August 7, 1924.  Cause of death is probably Puerperal Infection, which is an 

infection that originates in the vagina within 10 days of childbirth; further spread of the infection 

can lead to peritonitis or septicemia, which is often fatal.    
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Georgia Mills  

(Georgia6, Luther Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Georgia was born August 7, 1903, and died August 29, 1989 in Virginia.  She married in 1924 

Vernon L. Kessler a son of William J. and Cora Kessler of DuBois.  He was born in 1902. They had 

four children; Maxine, Edith Belle, Robert L. and William B. Kessler. 

 

Dorothy Helen Mills  

(Dorothy6, Luther Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Dorothy was born August 18, 1914 in DuBois, Pa. She married Donald M. Roseberry on March 20, 

1938.  He died May 22, 1974. 

 

Sara E. Mills  

(Sara Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Sara was born April 19, 1876 and died April 28, 1905. She married Mr. McCutchen.    

      

Martha M. Mills   

(Sara Mills5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Martha was born April 15, 1880 died 1961 married Ralph Craven born 1889, son of John and 

Rebecca Craven of Indiana County.  They had one daughter Florence Craven. 

 

Minto Hazle tt Mills   

(Minto Mills 5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Minto, youngest son of Elizabeth and John Mills, was born August 3, 1883 in Bower, Pa.  Minto 

Hazlett Mills moved west shortly after he turned 20.  He settled in Chicago, Illinois where he 

married his wife, Bertha Josephine Glimme on August 3rd 1905. She was born January 14, 1884 in 

Chicago, Illinois. Minto Hazle tt Mills and his wife died in St. Paul Minnesota. He passed April 11th 

1941 and she, February 7, 1972 in Ramsey County Minnesota.  On his 1918 draft card he was 

×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ 'ÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ "ÁÎË ÉÎ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏȢ 4ÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÒÁÒ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ ίȭ αȱ 

medium build, blue eyes and brown hair.  

Her parents, Ole and Sarah J. (Lee) Glimme were natives of Norway immigrating to this country 

in 1880. Ole Glimme was born in May of 1855 and died prior to 1920 when his wife Sarah is listed 

as a widow, at age 61, working as a practical nurse and living with the Minto Mills family in 
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Chicago Illinois. Minto was working as a cashier in a bank and their children were Ogden and 

Elizabeth ages 12 and 10 respectively.  Sarah Glimme was born in February of 1858 in Norway and 

died November 29, 1939 in Ramsey County Minnesota.  

By 1930 they have moved to St. Paul Minnesota and he is working as an auditor for the 

government. The family structure remains the same. Minto Hazlet and Elizabeth Mills were the 

parents of two children, Ogden Minto and Elizabeth Jane Mills. 

 

Ogden Minto Mills  

(Ogden6, Minto Mills 5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Ogden was born February 15, 1907 in Chicago, Illinois. He married Lois Marie Anderson on May 

4th 1944 in Long Beach California. She was born June 16, 1918 in LaCenter, Washington.  Ogden 

Mills  died July 17th 1984 in Long Beach California.  Their family was Ogden Minto Jr., Roger 

Eugene, and Terence Lee Mills.      

 

Elizabeth Jane Mills  

(Elizabeth6, Minto Mills 5, Elizabeth4, John3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Elizabeth was born February 15, 1909 and died in 1995.  She married Raymond E. Howard on April 

27th 1935 in St. Paul Minnesota.  They had two daughters Virginia and Carolynn.  

 

James McCracken  

(James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

ames McCracken, third son of Robert and Rachel (Straw) McCracken, was born about 1810. He 

married Sarah Templeton, born March 9, 1819, daughter of Walter and Margaret (Hall) 

Templeton of Armstrong County.  He was a printer by trade and worked for a time on the 

Clearfield Banner.  He and his family moved to Iowa. He is listed in the 1850 census in Ferguson 

Township 2 doors from his brother Robert with whom he went to Iowa.  His immediate neighbors 

were Mathew Bloom and George G. and Eliza Williams. His family is listed as follows: James 

McCracken age 40 a farmer, Sarah age 31, Rachel 9, Margaret 7, Levi 5, Walter 4, Esther 2 and John 

T. age 3 months. 

In 1860 in Lumber City the family consists of James McCracken age 50, Sarah age 41 and the 

children Rachael, Margaret, Levi, Walter, Esther, John with three additions to the family, Robert 

9, Bertha 7 and Sarah 2.  

J 
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By 1870 the family has moved to Palo Alto, Jasper County, Iowa and is shown on the census as 

James age 59, Sarah 51, Levi 26, Robert 19, Bertha 16 and Sarah C. age 13 all born in Pa.(Rachel, 

Margaret, Walter, Esther and John are no longer at home.) James McCracken died in 1880 in Iowa 

and his wife Sarah died November 20, 1900 at Parkers Prairie, Otter Tail Minnesota. 

 

Rachel McCracken   

(Rachel4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

The first child of James and Sarah (Templeton) McCracken was born about 1841 and it has been 

reported that she married William Bingham but we have not been able to verify this information.  

 

Margaret McCracken   

(Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Born October 1842 married her first cousin James Lewis Hall, on April 27, 1865, a son of William 

and Sarah M. (Lucas) Hall of Willett, Indiana County, Pa. He was born in Willett on April 2, 1839. 

James and Margaret Hall are found on the 1880 census twice in Jasper County Iowa. The children 

listed are Catherine, William, John, Rachel, Anna, Robert and Eunice on the June 29th census and 

Arminta, John, Anna, Robert and Emma on the June 23rd census.  

On the 1900 census in Story County Iowa the children at home are Emma November 1879 and 

Curtis born in November 1881. Margaret reports she has given birth to ten children with eight 

living. James Hall died on July 12th 1915 in Ontario, Story County Iowa and Margaret died in 1926.  

Their children were; 

 

Catherine Arminta Hall   

(Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Catherine aka Ȱ-ÉÎÔÉÅȱ ×ÁÓ born March 31, 1866 in Saltsburg, Indiana. She married, on June 27th 

1885 in Des Moines, Iowa, George W. (France) Waggoner born April 25, 1846 in Pittsburg, Pa. a 

son of John Waggoner and Sarah McCracken. (This Sarah McCracken is the first daughter of 

William McCracken, younger brother of Robert who heads this chapter.)  

Catherine (Hall) Waggoner is found on the 1900 census in Colfax, Washington Township, Jasper 

County Iowa as a widow when she reports that she has given birth to eight children with seven 

still living. She lists her children as Charles L. age 12, Maud V. 10, James L 8, Alvin M. 7, Sarah M. 

6, Corbett M. 4 and Hezekiah age 2 all born in Iowa. George Waggoner was a Civil War veteran 

and used the alias of George W. France. He died September 12, 1897 in Prairie City, Jasper County 

Iowa. 
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Catherine remarried after the death of her husband, about 1903, David Ward. David was born in 

1842 in Ohio. They are found on the 1910 census in Douglas Township, Boone County Iowa with 

two more children Johnny age 6 and Catherine age 4 surnames Ward and six of her Wagoner 

children. By 1917 she was a widow again. Catherine died in 1944 in Marshalltown and is buried in 

the Rorabough cemetery in Colfax, Jasper County Iowa. The children of Catherine and George 

Waggoner are; 

 

Thomas Jefferson Waggoner  

(Thomas Waggoner
6
, Catherine Hall

5
, Margaret

4
, James

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

Thomas was born October 31, 1885 in Colfax, Jasper County Iowa and died young. 

 

Charles Lewis Wagoner  

(Charles Wagoner6, Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Charles was born August 30, 1887 in Des Moines Iowa and died December 31, 1958 in Iowa City, 

Johnson County, Iowa. He married Zola May Bowman daughter of J. W. and N. A. (Marley) 

Bowman of Illinois. Charles and his wife had Wilma May (1920) and Inez Loraine (1921) both born 

in South Dakota. He was still single in 1918 when he registered for the draft and is described as 

ÔÁÌÌȟ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ ÂÕÉÌÄȟ ÂÌÕÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÉÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ ȰÇÇȱ ÉÎ the 

spelling of their name as seen on all their signatures. 

 

 

 

Maude V. Wagoner  

(Maud Wagoner6, Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Maud was born February 25, 1891 in Colfax and died December 3, 1961 in Lamont, Dupage County, 

Illinois.  

 

James Lewis Wagoner  

(JamesWagoner
6
, Catherine Hall

5
, Margaret

4
, James

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 
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James was born September 25, 1891 in Newton Iowa and was living and working in Ames, Story 

County when he registered for the draft in 1917 and claims his mother and sister as dependants. 

He spent two years at the soldiers orphan home. He was described as tall, medium build, gray 

eyes and light hair. 

 

Alvin Macy Wagoner  

(Alvin Wagoner6, Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Alvin was born December 22, 1892 in Colfax, Jasper County Iowa and was living and working in 

McHenry County N. D. when he registered for the draft in 1917. His physical description is; 

medium height and build with blue eyes and light red hair. He died March 24, 1964 in Grand 

Junction, Colorado. 

 

Sarah Margaret Wagoner  

(Sarah Wagoner6, Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Sarah was born April 10, 1894 and died April 15, 1964 in Des Moines, Iowa. 

 

Corbett Mitchell Wagoner  

(Corbett Wagoner6, Catherine Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

Corbett was born July 22, 1895 in Colfax and was working as a postal clerk in Ames, Story County 

Iowa when he registered in 1917. He was a medium height and built man with gray eyes and sandy 

hair. He died August 15, 1970 in Des Moines, Iowa. 

 

 

George Hezekiah Wagoner  

(George Wagoner
6
, Catherine Hall

5
, Margaret

4
, James

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

George was born July 27, 1897 in Colfax, Iowa and lived in Perry Iowa in 1918 and worked for the 

Chicago Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He was tall, medium build, blue eyes and brown hair. He 

gives Julia Wagoner as his next of kin. He died April 7, 1962 in Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa. 

They are all buried in the family plot in the Rorabough cemetery in Colfax, Jasper County, Iowa.  



61 

 

 

 

William W. Hall   

(William Hall
5
, Margaret

4
, James

3
, Robert

2
, James McCracken

1
) 

William, the second child of Margaret and James Hall, was born August 4, 1867 and died in 1942 in 

Saltsburg, Indiana. He married Mary Ellen Morgan on January 5, 1893 in Ames, Iowa. She was 

born 1872 a daughter of John Morgan and Jane McVicker. William and Mary Ellen Hall were found 

in 1900 in Des Moines Iowa, 1905 in Crawford County Kansas, Sanborn County S. D. in 1910, Lyon 

County Minnesota in 1920, Boone County Iowa in 1925 and Story County Iowa in 1930. They had 

the following children; Orv ille  and William and Ethel born in Iowa, Dorothy born in Kansas and 

Naomi born in Iowa. 

 

James Orville Hall  

(James6, William Hall5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

James was born April 18, 1894 in Ames, Story County Iowa and married in 1916 Miss Vira ____. In 

1917 they lived in Cottonwood, Lyon County Minnesota where his wife was born. He was working 

as a farmer and had one child which he claimed exemption from the draft for their support. He 

was tall, slim, blue eyes and light hair. They then moved to Berkeley California where they are 

found on the 1930 census with four children; Russell W., Thelma, Lloyd and Kenneth.   

 

 

William Dewey Hall 

(William 6, William Hall 5, Margaret4, James3, Robert2, James McCracken1) 

7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ ÁËÁ Ȱ$Å×ÅÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ *ÕÎÅ άΰȟ Ϋβγβ ÉÎ )Ï×Á ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÆÒÏÍ ,ÙÏÎ 

County Minnesota in 1918. He was working as farm labor for his father and is described as tall. 

Slender, blue eyes and light hair. He married about 1919 Marjorie ____ and continued to live at 

home. In 1920 they had daughter, Helen.  By 1930 they are living in Berkeley California and have a 

son Dale W. age 3 born in California. William died in Contra Costa California on January 13, 1978. 








































































































































